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Tough talk from Chazal

1. Talmud, Ketuvot 110b
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Always, one should live in the Land of Israel, even in a city which is mostly of idolaters, rather than live outside of the

Land of Israel even in a city which is mostly of Jews, for anyone who lives in the Land of Israel is as though he has a

relationship with Gd, and anyone who lives outside of the Land of Israel is as though he has no relationship with Gd,

as it says, "To give you the land of Canaan, to be your Gd."

And anyone who does not live in the Land of Israel has no relationship with Gd2 Rather, it is to teach: Anyone who

lives outside of the Land of Israel is as though he worships idols...

2. Midrash, Sifri, Devarim 43
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Even though | am exiling you from the land to live outside of the land, be marked in mitzvot so that when you return to
the land they will not be new to you.

v swime — External korbanot
3. Vayikra 17:1-9, with JPS 1985 translation
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The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelite people and say to them: This is
what the Lord has commanded: if anyone of the house of Israel slaughters an ox or sheep or goat in the camp, or
does so outside the camp, and does not bring it to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting to present it as an offering to
the Lord, before the Lord’s Tabernacle, bloodguilt shall be imputed to that man: he has shed blood; that man shall be
cut off from among his people. This is in order that the Israelites may bring the sacrifices which they have been making
in the open—that they may bring them before the Lord, to the priest, at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and offer
them as sacrifices of well-being to the Lord; that the priest may dash the blood against the altar of the Lord at the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and turn the fat into smoke as a pleasing odor to the Lord; and that they may offer
their sacrifices no more to the goat-demons after whom they stray. This shall be to them a law for all time, throughout
the ages. Say to them further: If anyone of the house of Israel or of the strangers who reside among them offers a burnt
offering or a sacrifice, and does not bring it fo the entrance of the Tent of Meeting to offer it to the Lord, that person
shall be cut off from his people.

4. Devarim 12:5-14, with JPS 1985 translation
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[B]ut look only to the site that the Lord your Gd will choose amidst all your tribes as His habitation, to establish His
name there. There you are to go, and there you are to bring your burnt offerings and other sacrifices, your tithes and
contributions, your votive and freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and flocks. Together with your
households, you shall feast there before the Lord your Gd, happy in all the undertakings in which the Lord your Gd
has blessed you.

You shall not act at all as we now act here, every man as he pleases, because you have not yet come to the allotted
haven that the Lord your Gd is giving you. When you cross the Jordan and settle in the land that the Lord your Gd is
allotting to you, and He grants you safety from all your enemies around you and you live in security, then you must
bring everything that | command you to the site where the Lord your Gd will choose to establish His name: your burnt
offerings and other sacrifices, your tithes and contributions, and all the choice votive offerings that you vow to the
Lord. And you shall rejoice before the Lord your Gd with your sons and daughters and with your male and female
slaves, along with the Levite in your settlements, for he has no territorial allotment among you.

Take care not to sacrifice your burnt offerings in any place you like, but only in the place that the Lord will choose in
one of your tribal territories. There you shall sacrifice your burnt offerings and there you shall observe all that | enjoin
upon you.

5. Mishnah Zevachim 14:4-8

Mishkan No bamot Gilgal Yes bamot
Shiloh No bamot Nov, Givon Yes bamot
Beit haMikdash No bamot Post-Beit haMikdash ~ No bamot

The Role of Space

6. Mishnah Shabbat 1:1
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If the pauper stands outside and the homeowner inside, and the pauper extends his hand inward and places in the

hand of the homeowner, or takes from it and removes it, then the pauper is liable and the homeowner is exempt.

7. Tosafot (12t-13th century Western Europe), Shabbat 2a
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And it appears to the Ri that the Talmud needed to teach us this, because transport is a lowly melachah. What is the
difference between removing from private area to public area, and removing from private area to private area?

The Transformation

8. Talmud Yerushalmi, Nazir 7:2
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Gd took a ladleful from the place of the altar, and used it to create Adam haRishon, saying, “Would that he should be

created from the place of the altar, such that he would endure!” Thus it says, “And Hashem Elokim formed the man,

dirt from the adamah,” and it says, “You shall build an altar of adamah for Me.” The latter adamah is the altar, so too

here it is the altar.

9. Divrei haYamim Il 3:1
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10. Mishnah Kelim 1:6-9
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11. Melachim | 8:30
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12. Shemuel I 16:7
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13. Talmud, Temurah 14b
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14.Tehillim 132:14
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Here | will dwell, for | have desired her!

15. Talmud, Temurah 28b-2%9a
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Rabbi Abba bar Kahana said: Eight [prohibitions] were permitted that night: External korban; bringing a korban at
night; a nonkohen bringing a korban; bringing a korban without the proper vessels; using vessels which had been
used to serve an asheirah; using wood from an asheirah; using an item which has been dedicated for idolatry; using
an item which has been worshipped.

16. Talmud, Zevachim 119b
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It's fine if menuchah and nachalah refer to Jerusalem, but in Shiloh they were permitted to use private altars, thus “And

Manoach took a young goat, efc.” But per the view that these are both Shiloh and private altars were prohibited,

what is the meaning of “And Manoach took”2 It was a temporary ruling.

17.Rabbi Yehudah Gershuni, Mishpat haMeluchah pg. 18-19
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And in Sifri (Shoftim), “’A prophet from among you... you shall listen to him.” ‘You shall listen to him’ - Even if he says
to you, ‘Violate one of the mitzvot stated in the Torah,’ like Eliyahu on har haKarmel, temporarily, listen to him.”...
For the entire prohibition of external slaughter is about slaughtering in the place Gd chooses, as it is written... And so
when a prophet initiates that one may slaughter outside, as Eliyahu did at Mount Carmel, then as a special ruling, this
becomes 'the site which G-d has chosen' and there is no prohibition against 'slaughtering outside'...

18. Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, Derech Hashem Il 2:3
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One more application

19. Rabbi Yosef Karo, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 90:9
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One should always endeavor to pray in the synagogue with the community. One who is forced, such that he cannot

go to the synagogue should specifically pray when the community prays. And one who is forced, such that he did not

pray with the community and he prays alone, should still pray in the synagogue.




