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15:19 Moav in Tears
1. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 15:1
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Because both of them were despoiled and ruined suddenly, he said that Moav was destroyed at night, like Yonah 4:10,
“In a night it was lost”...

2. Eichah 4:6

3. Development of grief

Radak Spread of grief Prayer, Nation, Soldiers

Malbim Escalation Silence, Private mourning, Public mourning, War

4. Yeshayah 15:5, 16:9; Yirmiyahu 48:36

5. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 20:1
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All of the prophets were merciful upon Israel and the idolaters, as Yirmiyahu 48 says, “My heart moans for Moav, like
wind instruments.” And so Yechezkel 27, “Son of man, raise wailing for Tyre.” This cruel one arose to uproot an entire
nation for nothing, for no reason! Therefore, the portion of Bilam was recorded, to inform of why Gd removed Divine
inspiration from the idolaters. He arose from among them — and see what he did.

6. Rabbi Zev Wolf Torbavitz, Ziv Mishneh to Rambam’s Hilchot Tefilah 12:15
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“Who selects good prophets” — this blessing is for the prophets themselves, including Moshe, source of prophets. We
bless Hashem for choosing them because they were good and merciful shepherds; Moshe and all of the prophets gave
themselves for Israel. For the nations, too, Yeshayah said, “My heart cries out for Moav,” as our sages said. We also
come to reject the false prophets who misled Israel and did not have mercy upon them; Gd did not choose them.

7. Yeshayah 15:5, Bereishit 19:18-22

8. Rashi to Yeshayah 15:6
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Because Moav's praise is its good grazing... Therefore, he used destruction of her pastures to describe her punishment.

9. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 15:7
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It said that the wealth and pekudah — meaning wealth — of Moav, which each of them amassed, they will take it to

Nachal Aravim. They brought it there out of fear of the enemies, lest they steal it.

10. Rashi to Yeshayah 15:7
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Because [Moav] amassed wealth, this punishment will come to him, for [Moav] denied the good [they received]. On
several occasions, Avraham stood for Lot — when leaving Charan, when going to Egypt, and in [Avraham’s] merit Lot
was sent from the upheaval, and [Avraham] fought on Lot's behalf against Amrafel and his associates. [Moav] should
have paid back his descendants positively. And they oppressed them; when Sancherev exiled Reuven and Gad, Israel
was crying and grieving, and they said, “Why are you grieving? You are going to your father’s house! Didn't your
father Avraham come from the side of the river?” Thus Tzefaniah 2 said, “| have heard the shame of Moav, and the
mockery of Amon.” Further, they helped Sancherev in his three-year siege of Shomron, as it says, “In another three
years, the years of a hired hand, the glory of Moav will be put to shame.”

16:1-5 Sheltering refugees
11. Malbim to Yeshayah 16:1-5
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He came to counsel them on how to be saved. He said they have no escape other than to send an agent to Jerusalem,
to ask them to allow them to live and take shelter in Judea. He placed in the mouth of the agent that which he should
say fo the mountain of the daughter of Zion (16:3-4). The prophet promised that the Judeans would have mercy upon
them and grant their request. But he saw that Moav, in their arrogance, would not want to lower themselves to seek
salvation from Judeq, so he said they are guilty themselves...

12.1bn Ezra to Yeshayah 16:1-5
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Send a kar - a kind of fast camel, as in Kings Il 11:19. And some say a ruler is described as a kar, because his step is
larger than any other. It appears correct to say karis linked [with the subsequent words], for it is only found with rulers...
“Bring” — The prophet addresses Moav, “Before the trouble befalls you, take counsel yourself”... “Your shelter” — Shelter
Israel when they flee to you, when they are pushed from their place...
“They will live, My refugees” — The prophet’s words, or those of Gd, for the honour of Israel. “Before the despoiler” -
who despoiled Samaria; the King of Assyria. “For, etc.” A time will come when this oppressor will be lost, and the spoils
will end.

13.Radak to Yeshayah 16:4
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You should have sheltered them, for now their despoiler is gone, the one who squeezed out all good and trampled their
land is entirely destroyed. It spoke of the fall of Sancherev in Jerusalem.

14. A third approach: The history of Moav and the Jews, and the Seed of David



