
 רודו רוד לכב
IN EACH AND EVERY GENERATION… 

 
How the Haggadah Shaped Jewish Philosophy1 

i. the haggadah lies 

1. Deut. 26:8 

And the Lord took us out of Egypt with a strong hand and 
with an outstretched forearm and with great awe and with 
signs and with wonders. 
 

 ח קוספ וכ קרפ םירבד .1 

 ,לדֹגָּ ארָמֹבְוּ ,היָוּטנְ עַרֹזְבִוּ ,הקָזָחֲ דיָבְּ םיִרַצְמִמִ 'ה וּנאֵצִוֹיּוַ
 .םיתִפְמֹבְוּ תוֹתאֹבְוּ
 

2. Haggadah 

Not through an angel, not through a seraph, not through 
any emissary. No, it was the Holy One, His glory, His own 
presence. 
 

 חספ לש הדגה .2 

 ,חַילִשָׁ ידֵיְ־לעַ אֹלוְ ,ףרָשָׂ ידֵיְ־לעַ אֹלוְ ,ךְאָלְמַ ידֵיְ־לעַ אֹל
 .וֹמצְעַבְוּ וֹדוֹבכְבִּ אוּה ךְוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ אלָּאֶ
 

3. Num. 20:16 

We cried to the LORD and He heard our plea, and He sent 
a messenger who freed us from Egypt. Now we are in 
Kadesh, the town on the border of your territory. 
 

 זט קוספ כ קרפ רבדמב .3 

 וּנ֖אֵצִיֹּוַ ךְאָ֔לְמַ חלַ֣שְׁיִּוַ וּנלֵ֔קֹ עמַ֣שְׁיִּוַ ה֙וָהיְ־לאֶ קעַ֤צְנִּוַ
 ׃ךָלֶֽוּבגְ הצֵ֥קְ ריעִ֖ שׁדֵ֔קָבְ וּנחְנַ֣אֲ ה֙נֵּהִוְ םיִרָ֑צְמִּמִ
 

4. Ex. 3:10 

Come, therefore, I will send you to Pharaoh, and you shall 
free My people, the Israelites, from Egypt. 
 

 י קוספ ג קרפ תומש .4 

־ינֵֽבְ ימִּ֥עַ־תאֶ אצֵ֛וֹהוְ העֹ֑רְפַּ־לאֶ֖ ךָחֲלָשְׁאֶֽוְ הכָ֔לְ התָּ֣עַוְ
 ׃םיִרָֽצְמִּמִ ל֖אֵרָשְׂיִ
 

5. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Chametz U-Matzah 7:2 

If the son is grown up and intelligent, he should inform 
him about everything that happened to us in Egypt, and 
about the miracles that were wrought for us by our teacher 
Moses; all in accordance with the son’s understanding. 
 

 ב הכלה ז קרפ הצמו ץמח ׳לה ם״במרהל ת״מ .5 

 םיִרַצְמִבְּ וּנלָ ערַאֵשֶּׁ המַ וֹעידִוֹמ םכָחָוְ לוֹדגָּ ןבֵּהַ היָהָ םאִוְ
 לשֶׁ וֹתּעְדַּ יפִלְ לכֹּהַ וּנבֵּרַ השֶׁמ ידֵיְ לעַ וּנלָ וּשׂעֲנַּשֶׁ םיסִּנִוְ
 :ןבֵּ
 

ii. where it comes from 

6. Isaiah 63:9 

In all their troubles He was troubled, And the angel of His 
Presence delivered them. In His love and pity He Himself 
redeemed them, raised them, and exalted them all the days 
of old. 
 

 ט קוספ גס קרפ והיעשי .6 

 וֹת֥בָהֲאַבְּ םעָ֔ישִׁוֹהֽ ו֙ינָפָּ ךְאַ֤לְמַוּ רצָ֗ ]וֹל֣[ אל ׀ םתָ֣רָצָ־לכָבְּֽ
 ׃םלָֽוֹע ימֵ֥יְ־לכָּ ם֖אֵשְּׂנַיְוַֽ םלֵ֥טְּנַיְוַֽ םלָ֑אָגְ אוּה֣ וֹת֖לָמְחֶבְוּ
 

 
1. For more on this see David Henshke, “‘The Lord Brought Us Forth From Egypt’: On the Absence of Moses in the Passover 

Haggadah” AJS Review, 31:1 (2007) 61–73.  



7. LXX Esaias [Isaiah] 63:8b–9 
8bAnd He became to them salvation 9out of all affliction. It was no ambassador or angel but the LORD Himself that saved 
them, because He loved them and spared them; He Himself redeemed them, raised them, and exalted them all the days 
of old. 
 

iii. why? 

8. Haggadah 

Blessed is the One who has kept His promise to Israel – 
blessed is He. For the Holy One calculated the end and ful-
filled what He had spoken to our father Avraham in the 
Covenant between the Pieces. 
 

 חספ לש הדגה .8 

 ךְוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַשֶׁ .אוּה ךְוּרבָּ ,לאֵרָשְׂיִלְ וֹתחָטָבְהַ רמֵוֹשׁ ךְוּרבָּ
 וּניבִאָ םהָרָבְאַלְ רמַאָשֶּׁ וֹמכְּ תוֹשׂעֲלַ ,ץקֵּהַ־תאֶ בשַּׁחִ אוּה
 .םירִתָבְּהַ ןיבֵּ תירִבְבִּ
 

9. Haggadah 

And this [promise] is what has stood by our ancestors and 
us; for it was not only one man who rose up to destroy us: 
in every single generation people rise up to destroy us – but 
the Holy One, blessed be He, saves us from their hands. 
 

 חספ לש הדגה .9 

 דמַעָ דבָלְבִּ דחָאֶ אֹלּשֶׁ .וּנלָוְ וּניתֵוֹבאֲלַ הדָמְעָשֶׁ איהִוְ
 וּנילֵעָ םידִמְוֹע רוֹדוָ רוֹדּ לכָבְּשֶׁ אלָּאֶ ,וּנתֵוֹלּכַלְ וּנילֵעָ
 .םדָיָּמִ וּנלֵיצִּמַ אוּה ךְוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַוְ ,וּנתֵוֹלכַלְ
 

10. Haggadah 

Go and learned what Lavan the Aramean sought to do to 
our father Yaakov: Pharaoh condemned only the boys to 
death, but Lavan sought to uproot everything, as it is writ-
ten: “An Aramean sought my father’s death, and he went 
down to Egypt and resided there, just a handful of souls; 
and there he became a nation – large, mighty, and great.” 
 

 חספ לש הדגה .10 

 :וּניבִאָ בקֹעֲיַלְ תוֹשׂעֲלַ ימִּרַאֲהָ ןבָלָ שׁקֵּבִּ המַ דמַלְוּ אצֵ
־תאֶ רקֹעֲלַ שׁקֵּבִּ ןבָלָוְ ,םירִכָזְּהַ לעַ אלָּאֶ רזַגָ אֹל העֹרְפַּשֶׁ
 םשָׁ רגָיָּוַ המָיְרַצְמִ דרֶיֵּוַ ,יבִאָ דבֵאֹ ימִּרַאֲ״ :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ .לכֹּהַ
 ״.ברָוָ םוּצעָ ,לוֹדגָּ יוֹגלְ םשָׁ יהִיְוַ ,טעָמְ יתֵמְבִּ
 

   

  



How We Shaped the Haggadah in the 20th Century2 

11. R. Eleazer of Worms, Pesach Sermon 

For each word a finger goes into the cup of wine and they 
spill out a drop, … matching the sword of the Holy One, 
blessed be He, which has sixteen sides. And there are six-
teen mentions of “plague” in Jeremiah. Teaching us that we 
will not be injured. Based on this our ancestors created this 
custom. And sixteen times the word chayyim appears [in 
Ps. 119), and sixteen people read from the Torah each week, 
matching the sixteen lambs that are sacrificed in a week. 
Also “she [gammatria = 16] is a tree of life to those who 
grasp her. And one just not ridicule the custom of our holy 
ancestors. 
 

 חקורה לש חספל השרד .11 

 דגנכ ... .ץוחל תפיטמו ןייה סוכב םדי אבצא הבית לכ לע
 רמול ,הימריב רבד םימעפ ו״יו ,םינפ ו״י ה״בקה לש וברח
 היחא םייח ו״יו .וניתובא וכמס ןכימ ,קיזי אל ונל
 ו״י דגנכ הרותל עובשב ןירוק םישנא ו״י ,״יפא אינמת״ב
 םיקיזחמל א״יה םייח ץע״ והז ,עובשב םיבירקמה םישבכ
 .םישודקה וניתובא גהנמ לע ץצולתהל ןיאו ״.הב
 

12. Darkhei Moshe, O.C. 473:18 

And it seems that this is an allusion to the sword of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, that is called Yohakh, which is the angel 
responsible for vengeance as in known to the Kabbalists. 
The custom is to cast from the cup with the finger to allude 
to what is written [Ex. 8:15]: “It is the finger of God.” 
 

 חי ק״ס געת ןמיס ח״וא השמ יכרד .12 

 ך"הוי ארקנ ה"בקה לש וברחש ןאכ םיזמורש הארנו
 םיגהונו .םילבוקמל עודיכ המקנה לע הנוממ ךאלמ אוהו
 תומש( רמאנש המ לע זומרל עבצאב סוכה ןמ קורזל
  ״.אוה םיהלא עבצא״ )ו״ט:׳ח
 

13. Mishnah Berurah, 473, 75 

This corresponds to the letters yud-vav from the name of 
God who struck Pharaoh. 

 

 הע ק״ס געת ןמיס הרורב הנשמ .13 

 :הערפ תא הכהש ה"בקה לש ומשמ ו"י תויתוא דגנכ
 

14. R. Reuven Margaliot, Haggadah Be’er Miriam 

And we can further explain that the plagues are only a small 
drop from the cups of retribution that the God will make 
those that persecute Israel drink from in the future. 
 

 םירמ ראב חספ לש הדגה .14 

 סוכמ תופיטכ ןה ולא תוכמ יכ זמר אוהש ,שרפל שי דועו
 םיריצמה לכ תוקשהל ה״בקה דיתעש הלערתה
 .לארשיל
 

15. Lord Sacks, Haggadah, p. 70 
Many explanations have been offered. The most beautiful is that of Abudraham, who interprets it in accordance with the 
verse in Proverbs, “Do not rejoice when your enemy falls” (24:17). Even as we give thanks for the miracle of the plagues, as 
a result of which our ancestors gained their freedom, we also shed a symbolic tear for those who suffered. 
 
16. Artscroll Mesorah Series Haggadah, p. 127 
Abarbanel, however, explains that we should remove the wine because “You should not rejoice when your 
enemy falls” (Mishlei 24:17). 
 

 
2. For more on this see Zvi Ron, “‘Our Own Joy is Lessened and Incomplete’: The History of an Interpretation of Sixteen 

Drops of Wine at the Seder” Hakirah 19 (2015) 237–255. 


