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Creative Karpas
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

The Importance of Custom

1. Tur Choshen Mishpat 368, citing Rav Sherira Gaon (10" century Babylon)

N22% DR 92 27 RAT 72 ORTIA OR ROXIW 72 20 22HYAY IAN 2021 V09T TNPAY 0ORIPRA AT WOW Nandw M

N0 72173 73PN 12 WO D272 WD) DPNWRD 1723 WK YT 2123 200N DR MARIW RO RNDM RATIAT 1232 1INRT NN DAY
D12WY WD K D2ATIR WY 9°07 1200

Regarding your local custom, that one who purchases from bandits and thieves must return it to the owners and

collect his expenditures from them: If this is so, then all are obligated not to diverge from the custom. As we

say: "How do we know that custom is substantive? Devarim 9:14 states, 'Do not trespass the boundary of

another, set by early generations.™ This is certainly true for a practice which inolves great improvement and

elimination of strife. Therefore, do according to your custom, do not diverge, and be at peace.

2. Rav Hai Gaon (10t century Babylon), cited in T'mim De'im of Raavad 119
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How do we know that we are obligated to blow shofar on this day? And regarding the text of the Torah itself,
how do we know that this is the Torah of Moshe, written from Gd's word? This is from the mouth of the Jewish
nation. Their mouths testify to it, and they also testify that our deeds fulfill our ritual obligations, and that this
has been transmitted by tradition from the prophets, the law of Moshe at Sinai. The words of the masses testify
to every mishnah and gemara, and beyond any proof is the [Talmudic] principle, "Go see what the nation says."
This [national practice] is the essence and basis, and after that we look at the declarations of the mishnah and
gemara in such matters, and whatever emerges from them and we resolve is good. Anything that does not match
that which is in our hearts and which cannot be proved does not uproot the essence.

3. Rabbi Moshe Sofer (19t century Pressburg), Responsa of Chatam Sofer 1:197
79079 PR IIN DR TN KRR 12 PR 0N 9K ,1TVIN T2 PRI MW ORI 937 301 70 X0 ¥R 79909 R 9
WK 737 991 T TR T OWD 712 125W 32 1PHOYNA 1201 WP aY 7001 20 3" LT 00120 aRY A7en DOWIR NIXD wvl
'7 N2AR2 MW DR °32'2 2% PR 0D 2°Iwh A9 'R A0 PR 121 120 1A
All of the halachah contained in the Shulchan Aruch is that which was given equally to all Israel, with no one
excluded. Yet he who possesses only Torah does not really even possess Torah, for then his performance
becomes merely habit and custom passed on from generation to generation. He who would achieve piety before
his Creator will be recognized by his deeds — by those practices which he originates for the sake of heaven, to
become a nazir from whatever his heart chooses. In this no two individuals are alike, because no two people
love Gd alike.

Washing
4. Talmud, Pesachim 115a-b
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Rabbi Elazar said, citing Rav Oshia: Anything that is dipped in liquid requires hand-washing.

5. Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein (19t century Lithuania), Aruch haShulchan Orach Chaim 473:18
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And after reciting kiddush, we wash our hands for the first dipping, without reciting the blessing of al netilat
yadayim. And even one who isn’t careful all year to wash for items that are dipped in liquid, should still wash
for Pesach. We do many things differently on this night.

Dipping
6. Talmud, Pesachim 114b
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As for your question about why we dip twice, it is in order to generate a reminder for children.

The Talmud doesn’t specify
7. Mishnah Shevi’it 9:1
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Pigam, uncultivated yarbuzim, chalaglogot, mountain kusbar, river karpas and meadow gargar... these species
are not grown in a cultivated environment.

8. Mishnah Pesachim 114a
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They bring before him and he dips, even with chazeret, before coming to the food that will be eaten with bread.

9. Talmud, Pesachim 114b
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Obviously, one who has other vegetables should recite borei pri ha’adamah and eat, and then recite al achilat

maror and eat. Where one only has lettuce, what should he do?

Rav Huna said: He should first recite borei pri ha’adamah on maror and eat, and then recite al achilat maror

and eat.

Pleasure
10. Isaiah 58:14
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Then you will take pleasure in G-d, and I will make you ride over the heights of the land...

All Who Are Hungry - Come and Eat

Whom Are We Inviting?
R’ Alex Hecht, ahecht@torontotorah.com

1. Pesach Haggadah
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All who are hungry - come and eat; anyone who is in need - come and partake of the Pesach sacrifice.

e Too late to invite more participants!

2. Mishnah Zevachim 5:8 (Sefaria Community translation)
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The Passover offering is only eaten at night, and only until midnight. It is only eaten by those assigned to it, and
it is only eaten roasted.
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e A statement of regret

3. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, The Vayeged Moshe Haggadah, pp. 17-19
Thus, the sequence of thoughts in X2y &2 X7 can be explained as follows: We are presently suffering the
deprivations of exile as we did long ago in Egypt. This powerful and painful awareness of our lack of
independence should have succeeded in destroying the barriers of desire and envy that stood in the way of our
innate love and concern for our fellow Jews, and we should have experienced a flood of compassion and
concern for those who are even less fortunate than we (257 °n> 1937 93). Yet, we see that this has in fact not
happened. Indifference to the plight of others is still rampant among us. But please, G-d, understand that this is
not the result of evil character. We have indeed learned the lessons of exile. Rather, X277 Xpw's, it is because we
are presently here in the persecution and misery of exile, preoccupied with our own plight, that we often neglect
the needs of the less fortunate. But were we to be redeemed and returned to the peace and security of our Land,
love and brotherhood would indeed reign among us.

e An invitation to those present

4. Rashi (cited in Parshanei haHaggadah, Rabbi Yigal Malkiel)
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A person needs to be hungry on erev Pesach, so that he will eat matzah with an appetite, as it says in Pesachim
107b: Rava would drink wine the entire day of Passover eve, so as to whet his appetite [to enable him] to eat
more matzah at night.

e A declaration of freedom

5. Ramban, Devarim 16:2 (Shiloh translation, p. 186)
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Thus he [Onkelos] mentioned concerning the unleavened bread that it be bread of affliction, teaching that He
commanded to remember that they left [Egypt] in haste, and this [bread of] affliction is a remembrance that they
were living in Egypt with sparing bread and scant water.

e Imperative to include the less fortunate

6. Rambam, Laws of Gifts to the Poor 10:1 (chabad.org translation)
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And Israel will be redeemed solely through charity, as [Yeshayah 1:27] states: "Zion will be redeemed through
judgment and those who return to her through charity."

7. Rabbi Moshe Isserles, Orach Chaim 479:1 (Pisgah translation)
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It has become the practice for the head of the household to make the blessings after the meal on Pesach night.
This is because it is stated [Mishlei 22:9], “A person who is generous should bless,” and he is describable as
generous, as he said (whoever is hungry should come and eat, etc.).

8. Rambam, Laws of Yom Tov 6:18 (chabad.org translation)
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When a person eats and drinks [in celebration of a holiday], he is obligated to feed converts, orphans, widows,
and others who are destitute and poor. In contrast, a person who locks the gates of his courtyard and eats and
drinks with his children and his wife, without feeding the poor and the embittered, is [not indulging in] rejoicing
associated with a mitzvah, but rather the rejoicing of his gut.
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The Missing Portion of the Seder
Ezer Diena, ediena@torontotorah.com

1. Haggadah Shel Pesach (Sefaria Version translation)
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Go out and learn what what Lavan the Aramean sought to do to Ya'akov, our father; since Pharaoh only decreed
[the death sentence] on the males but Lavan sought to uproot the whole [people]. As it is stated (Deuteronomy
26:5), "An Aramean was destroying my father and he went down to Egypt, and he resided there with a small
number and he became there a nation, great, powerful and numerous.”... "And the Lord took us out of Egypt
with a strong hand and with an outstretched forearm and with great awe and with signs and with wonders"
(Deuteronomy 26:8).

2. Mishna Pesachim 10:4, cited in Talmud Bavli Pesachim 116a (Davidson Edition translation)
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And according to the intelligence and the ability of the son, his father teaches him all or part of these questions.
When teaching his son about the Exodus. He begins with the Jewish people’s disgrace and concludes with their
glory. And he expounds from the passage: “An Aramean tried to destroy my father” (Deuteronomy 26:5), the
declaration one recites when presenting his first fruits at the Temple, until he concludes explaining the entire
section.

3. Devarim 26:5-10 (JPS translation)
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You shall then recite as follows before the LORD your G-d: “My father was a fugitive Aramean. He went down
to Egypt with meager numbers and sojourned there; but there he became a great and very populous nation.
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The Egyptians dealt harshly with us and oppressed us; they imposed heavy labor upon us.
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We cried to the LORD, the G-d of our fathers, and the LORD heard our plea and saw our plight, our misery,
and our oppression.
:0°n9h NINR 93 XQHI 703 YN TRIT T3 0TIEHN PIP) 1UNEP
The LORD freed us from Egypt by a mighty hand, by an outstretched arm and awesome power, and by signs
and portents.
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He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.
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Wherefore I now bring the first fruits of the soil which You, O LORD, have given me.” You shall leave it
before the LORD your G-d and bow low before the LORD your G-d.

4. Talmud Bavli, Pesachim 116a (Davidson Edition translation)
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It was taught in the mishna that the father begins his answer with disgrace and concludes with glory. The
Gemara asks: What is the meaning of the term: With disgrace? Rav said that one should begin by saying: At
first our forefathers were idol worshippers, before concluding with words of glory. And Shmuel said: The
disgrace with which one should begin his answer is: We were slaves.
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Deriving Satisfaction
Rabbi Elihu Abbe, eabbe@torontotorah.com
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Then Nechemia, who is Hattirshatha, as well as Ezra the Kohen, the scholar, and the Levites who were helping
the people understand, said to all the people, “Today is sacred to Hashem your G-d; do not mourn and do not

weep.” For all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the Torah. (Artscroll translation)
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Today is holy- Because it is Rosh Hashana. For all the people were weeping- Because they had not fulfilled the
Torah properly.
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He said to them, “Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet beverages, and send portions to those who have nothing
prepared, for today is sacred to our Lord. Do not be sad; the enjoyment of Hashem is your strength.” (Artscroll
translation)
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Go, eat your bread with joy and drink your wine with a glad heart, for G-d has already approved your deeds.
(Artscroll)
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When the Jewish People exit the shuls and batei midrash, a heavenly voice calls out “Go, eat your bread with
joy. Your prayers have already been heard before Me like a pleasant scented offering.”
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This revelation of Hashem’s presence was an honor for him. Just as it was in the mishkan... Because they had
invested effort in the mitzva of building the mishkan, they merited seeing Hashem’s presence...Similarly it is
said about the Jews crossing the sea. They said “This is my G-d and I will glorify Him.” A maid saw at the sea
what the prophet Yechezkel did not see. They merited this because of their trust in Hashem and in Moshe, His
servant.

e 2 approaches to understanding the value of every mitzva
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In difficult situations, even if one just recited the Shema in the morning and evening, it is considered as if he
studied Torah constantly.
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Rava says it is a mitzva to tell this to one who does not know. Rashi explains that the individual will think to
himself “If just reciting Shema entitles one to such great reward, imagine the reward that one earns for studying
Torah all day.” As a result, he will encourage his children to study Torah.



