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Mayor: Trees can't be cut down for NFL draft
-ESPN/Associated Press, March 31, 2019

NASHVILLE, Tenn. -- The city of Nashville won't cut down 21 ornamental cherry trees to make space for an
NFL draft stage, Mayor David Briley said Saturday. In a news release, Briley said he had informed the NFL and
Nashville Convention and Visitors Corp. that they will have to remove the trees intact and replant them in the
city. Any trees that are diseased or near death will be replaced with new, healthy trees. The trees were to be cut
down on Monday, just ahead of Nashville's annual Cherry Blossom Festival. The festival includes a walk along
the cherry tree-lined downtown riverfront on April 13. The 2019 NFL draft takes place in Nashville April 25-
27.The Tennessean reports the NFL and Nashville Convention and Visitors Corp. had previously said they would
donate 200 cherry trees each to Metro Parks for planting throughout the city. After plans to cut the cherry trees
were made public, Nashville Tree Foundation Board president Noni Nielsen called the removal "incredibly short-
sighted" for a one-time event that will last only a few days. Tracey Shafroth, an advocate for tree planting across
the city, said the new trees were not a replacement for the old ones because it would take many years for them to
reach maturity. "We don't plant trees for ourselves, we plant them for our grandchildren,” Shafroth said. "They
take a long time to grow, and their benefits grow as they grow." According to city officials, Briley's office
discussed removing the trees with Metro Parks Horticulturist Randall Lance after learning that the size of the NFL
draft stage and other structures would require it. Lance planted the majority of the trees a number of years ago.
He said some of the trees in the area are dead or compromised and should be replaced. The city had planned to
use their removal as an opportunity to restore the soil and replant new, healthy trees. On Saturday, Briley said in
the news release that in addition to the 21 trees that will be relocated, the NFL and Nashville Convention and
Visitors Corp. will plant 17 more cherry trees at downtown Riverfront Park in previously vacant and new
locations. Along with the 200 trees to be planted in other parts of the city, the plan will allow Nashville to
"continue to honor our relationship with Japan and longtime partnership with the Cherry Blossom Festival,” Briley
said.

1. Devarim 20:19-20 (Alhatorah.org translation)
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When you shall besiege a city a long time, in making war against it to take it, you shall not destroy its trees by
wielding an axe against them; for you may eat of them, and you shall not cut them down; for is the tree of the
field man, that it should be besieged of you? Only the trees of which you know that they are not trees for food,
you shall destroy and cut them down; and you shall build bulwarks against the city that makes war with you, until
it fall.

2. Encyclopedia Talmudit, Volume 3, Entry “Bal Tashchit” (section 1, “The Prohibition”)
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It is prohibited to cut down a fruit tree, as it says “When you shall besiege a city... you shall not destroy its trees
by wielding an axe against them; for you may eat of them, and you shall not cut them down”. If one cut down [a

fruit-bearing tree], they transgressed a negative commandment, and receives lashes. Not only in a siege, rather,
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any place [or time] that anyone cuts down a fruit tree in a destructive manner, they receive lashes, and this
prohibition is counted in the counting of negative commandments. There are those who count two negative
commandments in this prohibition: “you shall not destroy its trees” and “you shall not cut them down”. There
are those who hold that one also transgresses a positive commandment, according to what [the Rabbis] said:
“for you may eat of them — this is a positive commandment, and you shall not cut them down — this is a negative
commandment”, and this is a negative commandment which comes through a positive commandment, which
has the status of a positive commandment.

3. Talmud Bavli, Bava Kamma 91b (Davidson Edition translation)
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Rabbi Hanina said: My son Shivhat did not die for any reason other than that he cut down a fig tree before its
time.

4. Talmud Bavli, Pesachim 50b (Davidson Edition translation)
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[T]he Sages taught: Merchants who sell their wares in an alleyway [simta] adjacent to a thoroughfare, where
they are seen by all; and those who raise small livestock, which tend to damage other people’s fields; and those
who chop down good fruit trees, even if they were permitted to do so; and those who direct their eyes to the fine
portion with the intention of taking that portion for himself when dividing an item with others, will never see a
sign of blessing from them. What is the reason for this? It is that due to these actions people wonder about him
and pay special attention to his conduct. Due to that attention, his actions will not be blessed.

5. Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 6:8-9 (Chabad translation)
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We should not cut down fruit trees outside a city nor prevent an irrigation ditch from bringing water to them so
that they dry up, as Deuteronomy 20:19 states: ‘Do not destroy its trees." Anyone who cuts down such a tree
should be lashed. This does not apply only in a siege, but in all situations. Anyone who cuts down a fruit tree
with a destructive intent, should be lashed. Nevertheless, a fruit tree may be cut down if it causes damage to
other trees or to fields belonging to others, or if a high price could be received for its wood. The Torah only
prohibited cutting down a tree with a destructive intent.
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It is permissible to cut down any non-fruit bearing tree, even if one has no need for it. Similarly, one may cut
down a fruit bearing tree that has become old and produces only a slight yield which does not warrant the effort
required to care for it. What is the yield that an olive tree must produce to warrant that it should not be cut
down? A quarter of a kav of olives. Similarly, a date palm which yields a kav of dates should not be cut down.

6. Destruction of Fruit-Bearing Trees, Dr. Moshe Gartenberg and Rabbi Shmuel Gluck, Journal of
Halacha & Contemporary Society XXXVII1; Fall 1999; Sukkot 5760

Trees, which produce types of fruit normally, used for human consumption are clearly within the prohibition.
The status of trees such as oaks, which yield acorns eaten by animals, is less clear. Exactly what trees are
included in the term eitz ma'achol (a tree that yields food) that is used in the Torah?... According to Rabbi
Dovid Feinstein, the criterion to be used in current times is whether the fruit is sold in supermarkets and other
such stores. Working with this principle, trees which yield such produce as acorns, crab apples and wild berries
would be excluded from the prohibition.



7. Talmud Bavli, Bava Kamma 91b-92a (Davidson Edition translation)
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This halakha is also taught in a baraita. The verse states: “Only the trees of which you know that they are not
trees for food, them you may destroy and cut down” (Deuteronomy 20:20). “Only the trees of which you
know”’; this is referring to a tree that bears fruit used for food, and it is permitted to cut down this type of tree
under certain circumstances. “That they are not trees for food”; this is referring to a barren tree. The Gemara
asks: And since the baraita will ultimately include all types of trees, so that even a tree that produces fruit may
be cut down, what, then, is the meaning when the verse states: “That they are not trees for food,” which
indicates that it is permitted to cut down only a barren tree? The Gemara answers: It is to give precedence to
cutting down a barren tree over a tree whose fruit is used for food. One might have thought that he must give
precedence to the cutting down of a barren tree even if the barren tree is greater in monetary value than the
fruit-bearing tree. The verse states: “Only,” which teaches that there is an exception to the rule. Similarly, if the
fruit-bearing tree itself would be worth more as lumber than for its fruits, it would be permitted for one to cut it
down. The Gemara relates: The sharecropper of Shmuel brought him dates. Shmuel ate them, and tasted the
taste of wine in them. He said to his sharecropper: What is this? The sharecropper said to him: The date palms
stand among the grapevines and therefore contain a taste of wine from the grapes. Shmuel said: Do they weaken
the wine, i.e., the grapevines, so much that it is possible to taste the wine in the dates? Tomorrow, cut down the
date palms and bring me from their marrow to eat. The Gemara relates a similar incident: Rav Hisda saw date
palms growing among grapevines on his estate. He said to his sharecropper: Uproot the date palms, since one
can purchase date palms with grapevines, as grapevines are more valuable, while one cannot purchase
grapevines with date palms. Ravina says: But if the lumber was greater in monetary value than its fruits, it is
permitted to chop it down, and this does not violate the prohibition against destroying a tree.

8. Rosh, Bava Kamma 8:15
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And so too, if he needs its space, it would seem to be permitted.

9. Taz, Yoreh De’ah 116:6
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We also found that the sages prohibited cutting down fruit trees sue to danger, as it says in Perek Hagozel (Bava
Kamma 91a)... And the Rosh wrote there “and so too if he needs its space it is permitted”. Based on this, |
permitted someone who had land containing trees to cut down the trees, even though they had fruit in them, in
order to build a house on [the land].

10. Destruction of Fruit-Bearing Trees, Dr. Moshe Gartenberg and Rabbi Shmuel Gluck, Journal of
Halacha & Contemporary Society XXXVII1; Fall 1999; Sukkot 5760

Under certain circumstances it is permissible to uproot a tree to replant it somewhere else. Yaavetz writes:
If one uproots the vine and it will live, and one plants it somewhere else, there is no concern [of transgressing]
the issur. Chaim B'yad cautions that, when uprooting a tree, one must be careful to preserve all roots and
branches and to replant it immediately. He adds that if there is even a small chance that it will not be replanted
properly, this option should be avoided. Chatam Sofer is somewhat more lenient. He agrees that one should not
remove an older tree that cannot be replanted under the guise of replanting it. Yet he allows the removal of a
tree, if it is reasonable to believe that the tree can be properly replanted and if a large sum of money is at stake.



Some of the greatest April Fools' pranks of all time
-Todd Leopold, CNN, April 1, 2019

11. Talmud Bavli, Nedarim 50b-51a (Davidson Edition translation)
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The Gemara relates: Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi made a wedding for Rabbi Shimon, son of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi.
Someone wrote on the canopy: 24,000 myriad dinars were expended on this canopy, and nevertheless Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi did not invite bar Kappara to the wedding. The insulted bar Kappara said to Rabbi Yehuda
HaNasi: If to those who transgress G-d’s will, i.e., you who act improperly, their reward is such, as Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi was very wealthy, all the more so those who perform His will are to be rewarded. Upon hearing
his reaction, Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi invited him. Bar Kappara then said: If to those who perform His will their
reward is such in this world, all the more so will they be rewarded in the World-to-Come.
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The Gemara relates additional incidents that occurred between the two scholars. On a day when Rabbi Yehuda
HaNasi would laugh, calamity would befall the world, as Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi’s sufferings would atone for
the sins of the Jewish people. He therefore said to bar Kappara: Do not cause me to laugh, and I will give you
forty se’a of wheat in return. Bar Kappara said to him: The Master will see that any se’a I wish I will take. He
took a large palm basket, smeared it with tar, and overturned it upon his head, and went, and said to Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi: Let the Master measure for me the forty se’a of wheat that [ am owed by you. Rabbi Yehuda
HaNasi laughed at this and said to him: Did I not warn you not to make me laugh? He said to him: What | am
taking from you is simply the wheat that | am owed by you.

12. Talmud Yerushalmi, Moed Katan 3:1 (Artscroll Edition Translation)
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Rebbi would honor [his son-in-law] Bar Elasa [because of his great wealth]. Bar Kappara [who disapproved of
this practice] said to Bar Elasa: “Everyone asks Rebbi [their questions], but you [whom Rebbi honors] never ask
him anything!” Bar Elasa said to Bar Kappara: “What shall we ask him?” Bar Kappara told him: “Ask [the
following riddle]: From heaven she gazes down; she is tumultuous in the recesses of her house; she frightens all
those that have wings [to flee]. “The young men saw me and hid themselves, but the aged arose and stood up”
(Iyov 29:8). The one who flees calls out [in despair], “Ho! Ho!”; but the one who is trapped became trapped in
his sin!” [Bar Elasa [sic] posed the riddle, and] Rebbi turned [around] and saw [Bar Kappara] laughing. Rebbi
said: “I do not recognize you as an Elder!” And Bar Kappara knew that he would not be appointed in the days
of Rebbi.

13. Yehuda Shurpin, Does Jewish Law Allow Pranks, Chabad.org
In conclusion, while nowadays it would be hard to exempt someone from payment for damages caused in the
course of merrymaking, the very fact that this exemption even exists attests to the importance of making others
joyful. Therefore, as long as you aren’t stealing or damaging in jest (or transgressing other prohibitions like
embarrassing someone), not only should you not hold yourself back from playing practical jokes, but on the
contrary, you should do so knowing that it is a great mitzvah to bring joy to others.



