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Why is Brit Milah on the Eighth Day?

1. Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim 3:49
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Having circumcision on the eighth day is because all living things are born very weak, to the fullest extent of

moistness, as though still in utero, until the end of seven days. Then they are numbered among the inhabitants of the

world. You see that the Torah was concerned for his regarding animals, too, saying, “It shall be with its mother for

seven days,” as though beforehand it would be a nefel. The same is for a person; after seven are complete, he may

be circumcised. It is a fixed number, and not given to shiurim.

2. Midrash, Devarim Rabbah 6:1
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And why is a child circumcised at eight days? Gd had mercy on him, to wait until he has strength.

3. Talmud, Niddah 31b
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Why did they say that circumcision should be on the eighth day? So that the general population should not rejoice
while the parents are sad [due to their separation].

4. Vilna Gaon, Aliyot Eliyahu, cited in Daf al haDaf to Niddah 31b
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The Vilna Gaon once sat with his students on a Friday, and asked them if they had prepared garlic to eat on Shabbat,

as per Ezra’s enactment. His students asked him: The reason for Ezra’s enactment does not relate to us, for we are

young, single men! The Vilna Gaon responded: If so, then circumcision should not be on the eighth day!

5. Midrash Tanchuma, Tetzaveh 1
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So our rabbis taught: A child is circumcised at eight days. Why? Just as Yitzchak Avinu was circumcised then.

Why does a woman bring a korban chatat after giving birth?

6. Talmud, Keritut 26a
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If Yom Kippur atones for unknown sins, then why does a woman who might have been a yoledet bring a korban after

Yom Kippur has passed?...

Rav Hoshia explained: It is written (Vayyikra 16:16), “[Yom Kippur atones] for all of their sins,” not all of their vmot.

What about for Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, who says that the yoledet did sin2 Still, her korban is meant to permit her

to eat kodashim, and not for atonement.

7. Talmud, Niddah 31b
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Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai was asked by his students: Why did the Torah say that a yoledet should bring a korban?

He replied: Because when she kneels to give birth, she impulsively swears that she will not be with her husband again.

Therefore the Torah said she should bring a korban.

Rav Yosef challenged: Then she is an intentional violator — korbanot depend on regret! Further, then she should bring

a korban related to oaths!



8. Rama, Torat haOlah 3:69

Although we say (Niddah 31b) that a yoledet sins when she kneels to give birth, still, the essence of her korban is not
for this... Rather, since it is difficult to separate from the desires of this world and its excesses, and specifically in the
area of conjugal relations... therefore the Torah mandates a korban, which teaches us about the creation of the world,
and its mortality, and the mortality of a human being, and the punishments that come after death...so that this memory
will help a person conquer his nature and maintain a middle ground.

9. Ramban to Bamidbar 6:14
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The reason a nazir brings a chafat when he completes his nezirut is not explained. On a simple level, he causes
himself to transgress when he completes his nezirut, for now he is separated in his holiness and his service of Gd, and
it would be appropriate for him to maintain this separation forever and remain for his entire life a nazir, sacred to
Gd... and so he needs atonement when he returns to contaminate himself with the desires of this world.

7 and 33, 14 and 662

10. Vayikra 12:1-5
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And Gd told Moshe to say: Speak to the Children of Israel, telling them: When a woman conceives a child, and births
a male, and she shall be fame; for seven days, like a niddah she shall be tamei. And on the eighth day, he shall
circumcise him. And she shall sit with blood of purity for 33 days; she shall not touch sacred [offerings] and she shall
not enter the Temple until the completion of her days of purity. And if she should birth a girl, and she shall be impure

for two weeks, as when she is a niddah, and she shall sit with blood of purity for 66 days.

11.Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Commentary to Vayikra 12:4-5
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