Rashi On The Parashah: Negah Inspections - Kohanim Only?

Parashat Tazriah 5779
R'Yisroel Meir Rosenzweig - enrosenzweig@gmail.com

1. Rashi [1040 - 1105, France], Vayikra 13:2 [Metsudah translation]
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To Aharon, etc. - It is a Scriptural decree, that [the declaration] of the impurity of skin-eruptions and their purification is only by authority of a
kohein.

2. R’ Yehudah Loeb - Maharal [1785 - 1865, Poland, Czech Republic], Gur Aryeh, ibid.
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To Aharon, etc. - That is, why is this directed specifically to Aharon, Aharon was only conveyed Mikdash related necessities? Inspecting nega’im
seemingly shouldn’t be exclusive to Aharon? [To this, Rashi] answers that it is a Scriptural decree. However, it shouldn’t be understood as not literally
being directed to Aharon and his sons, as in, “...to the kohein...and to the judge that will be in your days ” (Devarim 17:9). This isn’t the case. Since the
verse [here] states, “to Aharon the kohein” and didn’t generically write “kohein” it is certainly a Scriptural decree that is must be a kohein.

3. R’ David Pardo [1719 - 1792, Italy, Israel], Maskil L’David, ibid.
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Rashi was troubled by the fact that all of this [such as] “brought to [Aharon]” etc is extraneous given that the Torah states, “and the kohein saw etc.”
afterward. Rather, the verse is teaching us that it is a Scriptural decree that even if the kohein is not a sage and a chacham teaches him and the kohein
[in turn] states [the law]. This is learned from the extra wording of the verse.

4. R’ Moshe Mat [c. 1551 - ¢. 1606, Poland], Hoyil Moshe, Be’er Heitev, ibid.
n”nY a»nan AR XY AN 12 OR N7NY NRWY PN 122AY YR DMYD ANIY I7R 1IN IR AR AN NYIXN 4NN ARMY D PR ’IM D7D

21N30 N1 972Y
This bothered Rashi: There is no impurity more severe than tza’arat, why is brought to the kohein [who must remain pure]! Alternatively, there will be
times when the kohein has to ask a shailah of a talmid chacham [regarding the status of a nega]. As such, why shouldn’t the talmid chacham just see it
from the get go? Therefore, Rashi explains that this law is a Scriptural decree.

5. R' Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz [1550 - 1619, Poland], Kli Yakar, ibid.
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R’ Zalman Sorotzkin [1881 - 1966, Lithuania, Ukraine, Israel], Oznaim LaTorah, ibid.
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