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14:3-27 Bavel in Ruins

14:3-4 Addressing the Jews: The song you will sing
14:47 How could this have happened to mighty Bavel?
14:8-12 Addressing Bavel: How could you have been cut down, you mighty tree, you shining stare

14:13-14 Addressing Bavel: You said you were mighty and lofty!

14:15-20 Addressing Bavel: Everyone will be shocked at your downfall and disgrace
14:21-23 Bavel is dead, without an heir

14:24-27 Summary of the fall of Bavel — invoking Assyria?

14:3-27 Bavel in Ruins
1. A key theme: Highs and Lows Tree, Cloud, Star Felled, Grave, Ground

2. Rashi to Yeshayah 14:8
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The broshim also rejoiced — Even the rulers rejoiced, happy upon your downfall.

3. lbn Ezra to Yeshayah 14:8
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Because he would command to cut down b roshim and cedars to erect sieges and fill.

4. lbn Ezra to Yeshayah 14:12
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The most likely is the star of light (Venus?), as in “son of dawn,” for it is visible close to dawn on certain days. There is

no star or heavenly body that illuminates for the naked eye like it. Therefore it is called Heileil, like 217> in 13:10.

5. Rashi to Yeshayah 14:12
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The star of light (Venus2) which illuminates as a morning star. This is the elegy for the Angel of Babylon, which will fall
from the heavens.

6. Malbim to Yeshayah 14:12
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It is known that ancient nations attributed national success to the stars, and they said that the star of their success in the
heavens shone upon them and radiated light. Thus it compares his star to the light of “the son of morning”, meaning the
light which begins to shine from the eastern horizon, for the star which is at the ascension [of morning] and shining does
not set, but rather it rises. How could you have fallen back, from heaven to earth? And the lesson behind the metaphor:
You were at the height of success and ascension; how did you fall so suddenly?

7. Talmud, Chagigah 13a
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8. Rashi to Yeshayah 14:13

".a19% mamn 7 " (R "MP™) 'RIW 1192 1O T 12 MW QPR LTIV — NIBY 2N X T KIT AW PTInn D7 77 - TV A
Har Moed - The mountain where all gather, Mount Zion. B’yarkefei tzafon — In the sanctuary, where the north side is
special, as in Vayikra 1, “on the north yerech of the altar.”

9. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 14:14
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In his efforts and plotting, he thought to cancel the constellations and the inscribed decree — not that he thought to ascend

to heaven or be like Gd. He was wicked, not foolish...

10. Rashi to Yeshayah 14:20
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For you ruined your land — With a lot of work, and you killed your nation for nothing, as in Daniel, “And he said to
destroy all of the sages of Babylon.” Therefore they hated you and disgraced you, casting you from your grave.

11. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 18:2
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“[The Chaldeans] are frightening and awful; from them their laws and rules emerge. (Chavakuk 1:7)"... Alternatively:
“frightening and awful” refers to Nevuchadnezzar, “And you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven,’ etc.” “From
them their laws and rules emerge [to punish Nevuchadnezzar]” - this is Evil Merodach.
They said: During the seven years that passed upon Nevuchadnezzar, they made Evil Merodach king in his place.
When he returned, he took [Evil Merodach] and jailed him... When [Nevuchadnezzar] died, they went back to Evil
Merodach to coronate him. He said, “l won't listen to you! | listened to you before, and he took me and jailed me; this
time, he'll kill me!l” And he didn’t believe them, until they dragged out [Nevuchadnezzar] and cast him before him. Thus
it says, “And they cast you from your grave, etc.” Rabbi Avina said: Not only this, but each of his enemies came and
stabbed him with a sword, fulfilling, “In the clothing of the executed, pierced by the sword. (Yeshayah 14:19)"

12.Radak to Yeshayah 14:19
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All of the kings rested in their homes, in their palaces, and you they cast from your grave — meaning your house, where
you thought you would dwell for a long time, as a man does in his grave...

13. Talmud, Berachot 57b
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When Mar breih d'Raveina arrived in Babylon, he would take dirt in his cloth and throw it away, fulfilling, “I will sweep
it with a broom of destruction.”

14.Talmud, Sanhedrin 94b
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“After these things and the truth, Sancherev, King of Assyria, arrived, and he entered Judea and camped upon the
reinforced cities and said he would split them open.”... Raveina said: After Gd leapt up and swore, saying, “If | would
tell Chizkiyahu, ‘I will bring Sancherev and give him over to your hand,” he would say, ‘I don’t want him and | don’t
want his fear.”” Immediately, Gd leapt up and swore to bring him, as it says...



15. Rashi to Yeshayah 14:24
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“As | planned” for Assyria, so it happened. You, Nevuchadnezzar, saw that the words of the Jewish prophets were
fulfilled against Sancherev.

16. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 14:25
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The clear truth is that the bin bartziis the b of causation... It says that the oath was to destroy Assyria in remembering

Gd’s land. Meaning: The fall of Babylon and the seed of Nevuchadnezzar — who reigned over Assyria and Babylon -

was so that Darius and Cyrus would reign, and they would build the city and the Temple...

14:28-32 The Vision for the Philistines
17.Jews and Philistines in the Era of the Kings

Solomon rules them Kings | 5:1, Chronicles Il 9:26
Yehoshaphat rules them Chronicles Il 17:11

Uziahu rules them Chronicles Il 26:6-7

Allies of Aram Yeshayah 9:11, Chronicles Il 28:18
Future punishment Yeshayah 11:14, Jeremiah 47

18. Malbim to Yeshayah 14:29
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And the fruit of this viper will be a venomous snake, with flying venom which causes harm from afar — this is Chizkiyah,
and the fruit of his good deeds, which will harm you.

19.1bn Ezra to Yeshayah 14:32
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And what will each agent among the nations’ agents say? This one will respond, “For Gd has established Zion,” and
the King of Assyria cannot defeat her.



