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Ceremonies Customs, Rites, and Traditions of the Jews, Hyam Isaacs (published 1830 or 1856) .x

After this, the master of the house takes the ration of the passover; and in the quarter which is
other cake from between the napkins, and breaks it not broken, they bore a hole, and afterwards hang
as the former, except one quarter of it, which is it up in some conspicuous place in their dwelling.
left whole. Then he gives each one round the table The second night of the passover, they go through
two pieces, one to eat, and the other to save. This the same ceremony as the first.

they generally do the year round, in commemo-
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Afikoman — “Stealing” And Other Related Minhagim, Eliezer Brodt, The Seforim Blog .1

In a book filled with humor, which received a haskamah from Rav Chaim Berlin, a rich man complains to his friend
that the mice are eating his clothes. His friend suggests that he sprinkle the clothes with the crumbs of the afikoman
that he saves each year. He guarantees that the mice will not eat the clothes as the halachah is that one cannot eat
anything after the afikoman!... In other early segulah sefarim, we find different segulos associated with the afikoman.
In a rare work first printed in 1646, we find that it protects one from mazikim. At the end of the same work, the author
writes that it can protect one from drowning at sea; Rav Binyamin Baal Shem makes the same statement. Rabbi
Zechariah Simnar’s Sefer Zechirah, first printed in 1709, states that the piece of afikoman protects one from mazikim.
This last source is an additional reason for the widespread observance of the custom because the sefer was extremely
popular in its time and was reprinted over 40 times. One famous personality who actually used this segulah was Sir
Moses Montefiore. When he found himself in the midst of a terrible storm, he cast a piece of afikoman into the sea.
His family used to commemorate this miracle each year... Rav Chaim Hakohen, a talmid of Rav Chaim Vital, writes
in his work Tur Barekes that there is a special segulah to save and hang a piece of matzah for the entire year and that
it protects one from mazikim. This practice is also cited in the very popular anonymous work Chemdas Yamim, which
was first printed in 1731. Rabbi Moshe Chagiz (1671-1751) writes the same about the segulah, as does Rav Dunner.
All of these sources appear to say that the segulah is not specifically associated with a piece of the afikoman. Until
2010, these was the array of earlier sources known for this custom. In 2010, a fascinating manuscript of Rav Chaim
Vital (1543-1620) was printed for the first time—Sefer Hape’ulos... In this work, Rav Chaim Vital writes that to calm
the sea in a storm, one should take a kezayis of the afikoman and throw it into the sea...
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