Yeshayah, Week 20: 12:1-13:13 — Mashiach Comes; Bavel Falls sttt
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12:1-6 Your celebration on that day (continued)

1. Midrash, Shir haShirim Rabbah 4:3
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Chizkiyahu should have sung upon the fall of Sancherev, as in Divrei haYamim Il 32, “Chizkiyahu did not respond in a
way that suited what had been done for him, for he was haughty.” You see Chizkiyahu, king and tzaddlik, and you say
“for he was haughty”2 Rather: he was too haughty to sing. Yeshayah came to Chizkiyahu and his group and said,
“Sing to Gd!” They said to him: Why?2 “Because He has performed great things!” They said to him, “This is already
known throughout the land.”

2. Radak to Yeshayah 12:3
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Metaphorically, as one who draws water from a spring; its water will not halt because he will always find [water] to
draw, as it is a perpetual source. So, too, blessing and salvation will not leave them, and they will rejoice eternally.
And Yonatan explained the verse as a metaphor for learning knowledge, for knowledge is compared to water, and the
teachers are springs, and the students are those who draw water...
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3. Prof. Amos Chacham, Daat Mikra pg. 25
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Our predecessors already addressed the question of the intent of the prophecies upon the nations, in the book of
Yeshayah. Most commentators take the view that the prophecies upon the nations were not written, and certainly were
not recorded for future generations, for the use of those nations, but for the use of Israel... The simple explanation of the
text is that Hashem supervises, rewarding and punishing the wicked, in all nations, and Hashem's supervision designated
Assyria as the rod of [Divine] rage upon all of the wicked nations, and not only upon Israel.

4. Erel Segal, @937 B» nuay=ie mNIz3, hitp://www.tora.us.fm/tnk1/nvia/msaot.html
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An overall answer [for all biblical prophecies upon non-Jewish nations] to the question (based on a lecture by Nitzan)
is that the prophecies come to teach us that Gd rules all of the nations and supervises them. At that time, the popular
belief was that each nation has a “national god” who only supervises that nation. To distance that thought, Gd gave
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the prophets prophecies upon all of the nations known to the Jews, and so Gd taught the Jews that He supervises the
entire world, and not only them...

In the days of Yeshayah, Israel was divided into parties, each party wishing to execute a pact with one of the regional
nations... The goal of these masa‘of was to demonstrate to all of the parties that they were in error. All of the nations
will fall, and there is no reason to execute a pact with them, but only to rely upon Gd.

5. lbn Ezra to Yeshayah 13:1
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He mentioned the fall of Babylon after the fall of Assyria, for Babylon destroyed Assyria.

6. Prof. Amos Chacham, Daat Mikra edition of Yeshayah, pg. 12n

'ana’ WK MR — PTRON — "PTINS I V7 DR 01 ROX ,0°272 ARY NN WD SW W DR IPYWS 207D ROW 2anon
LTI N2 OTRIN T 9V WD PW T2 AR MR M0N0NDN L,(M:2) MR N7 vIw 27 (To:n)

Logically, Yeshayah did not publicize the name of Cyrus in the prophecies he relayed in public. Rather, he gave this to

his “/imudav’ (8:16) — his students — in the prophecies he “sealed” (ibid.) for “a later generation” (30:8), and these

prophecies were publicized in the generation of Cyrus by the students of his school.

The message to Bavel

7. Outline
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8. Num Nachum 1:1; Chavakuk 1:1; Malachi 1:1; Mishlei 31:1

9. Targum Yonatan to Yeshayah 13:1
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The burden of the accursed cup, given to Bavel to drink, which Yeshayah son of Amotz prophesied.

13:2-22 Bavel in ruins

10. Talmud, Berachot 8b
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Rabban Gamliel said: | love the Persians for three things. They are private in eating, private in the washroom, and

private in the bedroom. “I have commanded My sanctified ones.” Rav Yosef taught: These are the Persians, who are

dedicated and prepared for Hell.

11.The shalshelet Amos 1:2, Ezra 5:15

12. A technical approach http://parsha.blogspot.com/2011/11/consistent-explanation-of-shalshelet. html

13. Rashi to Yeshayah 13:10-11
WA W 12K 09 9271 DAY TN - Wawn
:0XIR 9V - 9an v
“The Sun darkened” — In their trouble, it appeared to them as though the sun had gone dark.
“On fevel" — On their land.

14.1bn Ezra to Yeshayah 13:11
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