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Congregation Schara Tzedeck

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of
the universe, who wages our battles,
defends our rights, avenges the wrong
done to us, punishes our oppressors in
behalf, and brings retribution upon all
our mortal enemies. Blessed are You
Lord, who exacts payment in behalf of
His people Israel from all their
oppressors; God who delivers.

"The rose [that is] Yaakov was cheerful
and glad, when they saw together the
royal blue [robes] of Mordechai. You
have been their salvation eternally, and
their hope throughout generation after
generation-to make known that all those
who put their hope in You will not be
shamed; and they will never be
humiliated-all those who take refuge in
You. Accursed be Haman, who sought
to destroy me; blessed be Mordechai the
Jew. Accursed be Zeresh, the wife of
my terrorizer; blessed be Esther, who
shielded me. And also may Charvona be
remembered for good.

Esther 4:3

(3) Also, in every province that the
king’s command and decree reached,
there was great mourning among the
Jews, with fasting, weeping, and
wailing, and everybody lay in sackcloth
and ashes.—

Esther 8:15
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(15) Mordecai left the king’s presence in
royal robes of blue and white, with a
magnificent crown of gold and a mantle
of fine linen and purple wool. And the
city of Shushan rang with joyous cries.

Shabbat 88a

The Gemara cites additional homiletic
interpretations on the topic of the
revelation at Sinai. The Torah says,
“And Moses brought forth the people
out of the camp to meet God; and they
stood at the lowermost part of the
mount” (Exodus 19:17). Rabbi Avdimi
bar Hama bar Hasa said: the Jewish
people actually stood beneath the
mountain, and the verse teaches that
the Holy One, Blessed be He,
overturned the mountain above the
Jews like a tub, and said to them: If
you accept the Torah, excellent, and if
not, there will be your burial. Rav Aha
bar Ya’akov said: From here there is a
substantial caveat to the obligation to
fulfill the Torah. The Jewish people can
claim that they were coerced into
accepting the Torah, and it is therefore
not binding. Rava said: Even so, they
again accepted it willingly in the time
of Ahasuerus, as it is written: “The
Jews ordained, and took upon them,
and upon their seed, and upon all such
as joined themselves unto them” (Esther
9:27), and he taught: The Jews ordained
what they had already taken upon
themselves through coercion at Sinai.

Hosea 14:5-6

(5) I will heal their affliction,
Generously will I take them back in
love; For My anger has turned away
from them. (6) I will be to Israel like
dew; He shall blossom like the lily, He
shall strike root like a Lebanon tree.
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