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Background:
1. Rema, Mappah to Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 696:8 (David Strauss translation)
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As for the custom of wearing masks on Purim, or a man wearing a woman's clothing or vice versa, this does not
involve the violation of a prohibition, for their intention is merely to rejoice. The same applies to the wearing of
shatnez that is forbidden by rabbinic law. There are, however, those who say that this is forbidden, but common
custom follows the first opinion...

2. Teshuvot Mahari Mintz 15/17 (R’ Josh Gutenberg translation)
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Question: Regarding wearing costumes that “young men and ladies, old men and children” (Psalms 148:12) are
accustomed to wear on Purim. Response: ...But | have come to claim [small] reward, like a splinter from a board,
of the commandment to provide a reason and bring proof “for what they saw fit to do concerning the matter”
(Esther 9:26), the great and pious ones, among whom | grew up, who saw their sons and daughters, sons-in-law
and daughters-in-law, wearing costumes and changing their dress from male clothing to female clothing and vice
versa. If, G-d forbid, [their actions constituted even] a hint of a sin, it would have been a disgrace for them to
remain silent and not protest [their behaviour], and how much more so [if they were violating] a prohibition!
Rather, certainly they had proof and a basis that it is completely permissible and [wearing] this clothing
incorporates not even a thought of sin...

What is the reason that we dress up on Purim?
3. Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz, Ten Minute Halacha - Purim Costumes, YUTorah.org
“The first explanation is that it’s just fun...it helps add to the general atmosphere of the day.”

4. Sefer Hatoda’ah, Chapter 10
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Therefore, we dress up in the clothing of non-Jews, in order that they should not recognize the difference between
“Haman” and “Mordechai”, to fulfill the commandment of the Rabbis “Until one does not know”, and so too he
does not know how to tell the difference between those who are dressed up, to know who this is, and maybe he

is not really Jewish!
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To show that all that the Jews sin and make themselves similar to the nations of the world, is only on the outside,
and just as those who dress up and are similar to non-Jews, are really G-d-fearing, wholesome Jews, so were the
Jews of that generation, wholesome with G-d in their hearts, and they only bowed to Nevuchadnetzar’s statue in
an outward fashion, as the Rabbis said: The students of Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai asked him: For what reason
were the enemies of Jewish people, a euphemism for the Jewish people themselves when exhibiting behavior that
is not in their best interests, in that generation deserving of annihilation? He, Rabbi Shimon, said to them: Say the
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answer to your question yourselves. They said to him: It is because they partook of the feast of that wicked one,
Ahasuerus, and they partook there of forbidden foods. Rabbi Shimon responded: If so, those in Shushan should
have been killed as punishment, but those in the rest of the world, who did not participate in the feast, should not
have been killed. They said to him: Then you say your response to our question. He said to them: It is because
they prostrated before the idol that Nebuchadnezzar had made, as is recorded that the entire world bowed down
before it, except for Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.They said to him: But if it is true that they worshipped idols
and therefore deserved to be destroyed, why was a miracle performed on their behalf? Is there favoritism
expressed by G-d here? He said to them: They did not really worship the idol, but pretended to do so only for
appearance, acting as if they were carrying out the king’s command to bow before the idol. So too, the Holy One,
Blessed be He, did not destroy them but did act angry with them only for appearance. He too merely pretended
to desire to destroy them... (Megillah 12a, Davidson Edition translation)
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And they also based this custom on that which the Rabbis expounded the verse: “And I will hide my face on that
day”, and they said “Where is Esther found in the Torah? It states: “And I will hide [haster astir]””” —and this is a
hint to face-covering [hastarat panim] on the day of Esther.

5. Ohev Yisrael, Parshat Zachor and Purim (R’ Torczyner translation)
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When one changes the clothing that is normally suited for his status, and he wears other clothes which he doesn’t
usually wear, this causes laughter and gaiety for all who see him. It is as we see on Purim, when a Jewish man
changes his clothes and wears the garb of a woman [or idolater], it causes joy and gaiety, whereas when we see a
woman [or idolater] in those same garments all year long, there is no joy. In truth, the essence of joy is due to a
reversal. And so the great miracle of Purim, and the joy, came via “And it was reversed, that the Jews would
reign...”

6. Dovid Zaklikowski, Why Do We Dress Up On Purim, Chabad.org, Citing Minhagei Kol Ya’akov
We dress differently on Purim to minimize the embarrassment of the poor who go around collecting charity on
this day—a day when we give charity to everyone who outstretches their hand.

Dressing-up related to the Purim story
7. Bereishit 27:15-16 (Alhatorah translation)
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Rebekah took the good clothes of Esau, her elder son, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob,
her younger son. She put the skins of the young goats on his hands, and on the smooth of his neck.

8. Megillah 12a-b (Davidson Edition translation)
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The verse states: “When he showed the riches of his glorious [kevod] kingdom and the honor of his majestic
[tiferet] greatness” (Esther 1:4). Rabbi Yosei bar Hanina said: This teaches that Ahasuerus wore the priestly
vestments. Proof for this assertion may be adduced from the fact that the same terms are written with regard to
the priestly vestments, as it is written here: “The riches of his glorious [kevod] kingdom and the honor of his
majestic [tiferet] greatness.” And it is written there, with regard to the priestly garments: “For glory [kavod] and
for majesty [tiferet]” (Exodus 28:2). The verse states: “But the queen Vashti refused to come” (Esther 1:12). The



Gemara asks: Since she was immodest, as the Master said above: The two of them had sinful intentions, what is
the reason that she did not come? Rabbi Yosei bar Hanina said: This teaches that she broke out in leprosy, and
therefore she was embarrassed to expose herself publicly. An alternative reason for her embarrassment was taught
in a baraita: The angel Gabriel came and fashioned her a tail.

9. Pirkei Derabbi Eliezer, 50:10 (Friedlander translation)
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"The king arose in his wrath™ (Esth. 7:7). What did the angel Michael do? He began to cut down the plants in his
presence. Intense wrath was kindled within him, and the king returned from the palace garden to the place of the
banguet of wine. What did the angel Michael do? He lifted up Haman from Esther. The king exclaimed: As for
this villain, he is not satisfied with having purchased the people of Esther to destroy, to slay, and to cause to
perish, but he must needs come upon her! "Will he even force the queen before me in the house?" (Esth. 7:8).
Haman heard this word and his countenance fell, as it is said, "They covered Haman's face" (ibid.). And the king
commanded that he should be hanged on the gallows. What did Elijah, his memory be a blessing, do? He assumed
the guise of Harbonah, one of the chamberlains of the king. He said to him: My lord, O king! There is a tree in
Haman's house (taken) from the Holy of Holies, fifty cubits high. Whence do we know that it was from the Holy
of Holies? Because it is said, "And he built the house of the forest of Lebanon” (1 Kings 7:2). Forthwith the king
commanded that he should be hanged thereon, as it is said, "And (the king) said, Hang him thereon™ (Esth. 7:9),

10. Ralbag Esther 8:17
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And many of the nations of the land were “mityahadim” — meaning, they showed themselves as if they were Jews.

Halachic concerns with the general custom:
11. Google Dictionary Definition of Carnival
car-ni-val /'kirnaval/ noun
a period of public revelry at a regular time each year, typically during the week before Lent in Roman Catholic
countries, involving processions, music, dancing, and the use of masquerade.
"the culmination of the week-long carnival”
mid 16™ century: from ltalian carnevale, carnovale, from medieval Latin carnelevamen, carnelevarium
‘Shrovetide’, from Latin caro, carn- ‘flesh’ + levare ‘put away’.

12. Carnival, Wikipedia
Carnival (see other spellings and names) is a Western Christian and Greek Orthodox festive season that occurs
before the liturgical season of Lent. The main events typically occur during February or early March, during the
period historically known as Shrovetide (or Pre-Lent). Carnival typically involves public celebrations, including
events such as parades, public street parties and other entertainments, combining some elements of a circus.
Elaborate costumes and masks allow people to set aside their everyday individuality and experience a
heightened sense of social unity. Participants often indulge in excessive consumption of alcohol, meat, and
other foods that will be forgone during upcoming Lent...From an anthropological point of view, carnival is a
reversal ritual, in which social roles are reversed and norms about desired behavior are suspended. Winter was
thought of as the reign of the winter spirits; these needed to be driven out in order for the summer to return.
Carnival can thus be regarded as a rite of passage from darkness to light, from winter to summer: a fertility
celebration, the first spring festival of the new year...Several Germanic tribes celebrated the returning of the
daylight. The winter would be driven out, to make sure that fertility could return in spring. A central figure of



this ritual was possibly the fertility goddess Nerthus. Also, there are some indications that the effigy of Nerthus
or Freyr was placed on a ship with wheels and accompanied by a procession of people in animal disguise and
men in women's clothes.

13. Teshuvot Mayim Chaim, Orach Chaim 1:298
W22 2°RIPN DT POINIDT DNMIR D10 DY WIA9H 0D MOYT 7277 NI, TN IR 0D, 0003 TANInA ST NORY
7"RD QWA RIPIT DOIWNIT AT 227NWI POIXIDT NWAD DW T AT 02 T VT TIWNL..NDPYR And T Opon NRINIORD 2"
,MOW W A1 2" ARNY NP 201 RO 07 1R DURIIND 7R WD DY MWD OROP DUWIR 7137 PNORY CINY ,D"RINI
TP WO TOYNN RITW KD ,DOI0ATRI NVAING 917 9727 21502 WIDAT IR ,IRYIN PR AT M0 700 DY PR 012 *NNsT T3
92 D2 DWW AT D1 DOHRDY 10 2O9RD DR 012 PPOINNDT IR w7 1 1Y 2T ,00p NYa 2T 2w nnwn
NN T MORY Y YRR T2 WOw 77217 "R 2" 723N
You asked, my friend, in your pleasant letter, that in the land that you live, many simpletons have the custom (on
Purim) to wear those known masks that are called maskarat, and much destruction results...And furthermore,
know, my friend, that this custom of wearing masks evolved from the Christian holiday called Car Naval, and |
asked many people who are experts in the languages of the nations [for] the meaning of Car Naval, and they told
me that it is an old Greek word, and it means “holiday of folly”, and I urged them to investigate the source of this
custom, where does it come from, and after searching the history books of the early nations, they found that it is
from a muddy fountain and from a deformed source, of the Ancient Greeks and Romans, idol worshippers would
wear these masks on the holiday [worshipping] the god of wine, and the god of beauty and [fertility], and they do
every disgusting act, (may the merciful One save us), and if so, it is confirmed that it has a stain of idol worship,
and is prohibited by Torah law...

14. Yalkut Yosef, Mo’adim, Hilchot Se’udat V’simchat Purim 15
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Halachic concerns with other related practices:
15. Mishnah Berurah, Orach Chaim 696:30-31
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(30) [The custom follows] the first [opinion] — See Yoreh De’ah 182, where the Taz wrote in the name of the

Bach that it is fitting to abolish this custom, whether on Purim or at a wedding, and so wrote the Be’er Hagolah

there, and if all of the clothing are male-styled, and only one is a woman’s garment, and is recognizable, it is

possible that one should not protest to them. See the K’nesset Hagedolah and the Sh’lah who warned [people] to

distance [themselves] from this.

16. Teshuvot Or Letzion 4:61, Note 5
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...However, in the Birkei Yosef there, letter 13, he brought the words of the Rambam, which were brought in the
introduction to the Sefer Ma’aseh Roke’ach, who prohibited [cross-dressing during merrymaking] for a bride and
groom. And he wrote that it would not even occur [to anyone] that because they are a bride and groom, it is
permitted to transgress a Torah law!

17. Aruch Hashulchan, Orach Chaim 696:12
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...And what they practiced in the earlier days of wearing masks/costumes made of sha’atnez, and the costume of
a man [was used by] women, now they do not practice this, and so too, one who damaged is obligated to pay, as



now, in our sins, “all joy is darkened” (Yesh’ayah 24:11), and we are not on this level. And what the Rema wrote
in se’if 8 was to fulfill what they practiced in his days, not now.

18. Olat Shabbat, Orach Chaim 696:7
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And it is appropriate to protest, since people are not careful about whether the sha’atnez is Biblically or
Rabbinically prohibited, as not all people are learned in Halacha.

19. Taz, Yoreh De’ah 182:4
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...Since there are many obstacles [that arise] from this, when men and women walk together unrecognizably.

Some defences of these related practices:
20. Darkei Moshe Hakatzer Orach Chaim 696:3, s.v. “katav”
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However, after we see that this custom [of wearing Sha’atnez costumes] has spread and no one protests, it seems
to me to justify the custom based on what we say in the last chapter of Kil’ayim (9:2), and it is brought in Chapter
Hagozel Batra (Bava Kamma 113a), that it is permitted to wear sha’atnez to evade taxes [Note: this is in regards
to the prohibition of Sha’atnez, and does not relate to the general issues relating to tax evasion.], and we see from
this that when he is not intending to wear them, it is permitted, and certainly according to the few commentaries
there that [explain that] he is wearing them in order that they should not recognize that he is Jewish, and even so,
it is permitted, if so, we can learn that when they are worn as a disguise it is permitted, and so too on Purim. Such
seems to me the reason for this custom.

21. Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 182:1 (Sefaria Community translation)
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One who removes the hair of the armpit or pubic area, even with scissors in a similar manner to a razor (i.e. close
to the skin) receives lashes of rebellion. About what were these words said? In a place where only women remove
it, so that he should not improve himself as women do. In a place where men, too, do so, however, if he does so
they do not beat him. (Rama: Even initially this is permitted (Ran in Avodah Zarah). Only exceptionally

scrupulous people refrain in all places (ibid and in Beis Yosef in the name of the Nimukei Yosef).

22. Taz, Yoreh De’ah 182:4
YRR 191 VWD 9 7RI 1D NMOR PR DNWA IR TIX N AT 010N 19 AW AR 2AR MOX VWP TV TIT Ynwn WK 7790 K7
AN 2PN NARY 2197 12°ORT R"AT K227 1"XN 12°0 20 MR LD MWD TR WD RN 19N072 1"31p 12°02 11PN TR
DAY °197 12 MWY? MORY 7onn K" 200w 7m0 PRI X2 AT DR I0RY WU 202 2" 0" 0910 WOT 23 DY AR 12 PNa°
...71972 1°HY X12N MOR? YN 792 IR 100
A woman should not adorn herself — this implies that [only] in an adorning and decorative fashion it would be
prohibited, but if this was just done to guard from sunlight, cold, or rain, there is no prohibition, such seems
obvious to me. This is also implied from what is permitted in [ Yoreh De’ah] 156 to have a haircut using a mirror
[which was previously prohibited due to this prohibition], when there is a need to do so. And in Orach Chaim
696, Rema brought [the opinion] that even due to the celebration of Purim the custom is to permit this, even
though there are those who prohibit it. And my father-in-law and teacher [the Bach] (z’1) wrote that this should
be prohibited, and he brought proof from what Rabbi Eliezer of Metz wrote to prohibit to do this for celebrating
with a bride or groom, and one who listens to prohibit will have a blessing come upon him.



23. Halachipedia, Customs of Purim, Footnote 6
Rav Chaim Kanievsky says in the name of the Chazon Ish (quoted in Dirshu Mishna Brura 696: note 52) that
cross-dressing on Purim is inappropriate even for children. Bayit Hayehudi Volume 4 page 285 agrees. However,
the Steipler and Rav Elyashiv (quoted in Dirshu Mishna Brura 696: note 52) were lenient for young children until
the age of Chinuch.

24. Rema, Mappah to Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 695:2
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There are those who have the custom to dress in Shabbat/Yom Tov clothes on Purim, and that is correct (Maharil).

25. Esther 5:1, 8:15 (Alhatorah translation)
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And Mordecai went forth from the presence of the king in royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown
of gold, and with a rob [sic] of fine linen and purple; and the city of Shushan shouted and was glad.

26. Mo’ed Lechol Chai 31:18 (R’ Males translation)
...and one should wear his festive clothing — like Maharil writes...and they should be worn starting from the
night of Purim — and not like those who are accustomed to first wear their festive clothing on Purim
morning...for if wearing such finery is in order to remember the miraculous accounts of “and Esther put on her
royal clothes,” and “Mordecai left [the king’s presence] dressed in royal attire,” how can one read those verses
from the Megillah while dressed in his weekday clothing?...

Rabbi Korobkin’s Rulings (rewritten according to my understanding — please refer any specific questions to your
Rabbi):
e Even adults may dress up on Purim, and there is no concern of following non-Jewish customs
e Men should not wear costumes designed to make them look like women, and women should not wear
costumes designed to make them look like men
e Costumes should be verified at the store to make sure there is no known sha’atnez, and then they can be
worn without checking it further (unless there is a good reason to suspect that it contains sha’atnez)
e Itis prohibited to wear any 4-cornered garment that does not have tzitzis on it, and one should be careful
of this when wearing costumes containing ponchos etc.




