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1. Shemot 40:17-18
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And in the first month, the second year, the first of the month, the Mishkan was erected. And Moshe erected the Mishkan,

and he put its bases in place, and he set up its boards and placed its beams, and erected its posts.

2. Midrash Tanchuma, Pekudei 11
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Moshe was upset that he had not personally taken part in building the Mishkan, as the materials had been donated by
the Jews and the work had been performed by Betzalel, Oholiav and the craftsmen. Because Moshe was upset, Gd hid
information from the people and they could not erect the Mishkan. Once they had exhausted all of their means and
were unable to erect it, the Jews came to Moshe and said, "Our master Moshe! We have done everything you have
told us, and we have donated and spent everything you told us to give. All of the work is here before you; have we
missed something? Have we added to anything you told us2 See, it is all before you!" They showed every item to Moshe,
as it is written, "And they brought to Moshe..." "Moshe saw all of the work..." They said to him, "Didn't you tell us to
make it like this2" He said, "Yes." And so it went for each item. They said to him, "If so, why won't it stand, for Betzalel
and Oholiav and all of the craftsmen have gone to great pains to erect it and they are unable!"
Moshe was upset over this until Gd told him, "Because you were upset that you didn't have an activity or a part in the
creation of the Mishkan, therefore those wise men could not erect it. It is for you, so that all Israel will know that if it
won't stand for you then it won't stand at all, ever. | will only write that it stood for you." And so it says, “And Gd told
Moshe: In the first month, on the first of the month, you shall erect the Mishkan ohe/ moed.”
Moshe said: Master of the Universe! | don't know how to erect itl Gd told him, “You work with your hands and act as
though you are erecting it, and it will stand on its own. | will record it as though you had erected it.” As it says, “And it
was, in the first month, the second year, the first of the month, the Mishkan was erected.” And who put it up? Moshe
did it, as it says, “And Moshe erected the Mishkan.”

What Moshe Wanted #1: Manual Labour

3. Talmud, Berachot 55a
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“Betzalel” was named for his wisdom. When Gd told Moshe, “Go tell Betzalel: Make for Me a Mishkan, Aron and

implements,” Moshe reversed it, saying, “Make an Aron, implements and a Mishkan.” [Betzalel] said to him, “Moshe

Rabbeinu!l Normally, one builds a house and then introduces the implements into it, and you are telling me, ‘Make for

Me an Aron, implements and a Mishkan’! These implements | am making, where should | put them?2 Perhaps Gd told

you this: Make a Mishkan, Aron and implements2” He replied, “Perhaps you were in the shadow of Gd!”
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4. Maharal, Gur Aryeh to Shemot 38:22
,OWNT DR 22TPA0 WO, AW 1IVa 9aR VA DNSR WY LLUDWAN 1 DO2WR 077 29997 207 ,0%9977 DR 22TPR O wnT mo we
TN AT AW 22K DR 1WA DR MWY? 73T 1R K2 ,AWYRT 2V A1 T WK DX 72909107700 DR X1 10w "0
..7121N 29922 2005, PR TRV I L1OWNT VR VT M, 7292 T By
One could say that Moshe put the implements first because the implements are more important than the Mishkan... And
one should begin with the essence. But practically, one should put the Mishkan first, because the Mishkan protects the
implements. Therefore, Betzalel, who was in charge of the activity, received the knowledge that he should make the
Mishkan first. But Moshe, who was only in charge of study, and who knew the design of the Mishkan, and this was the
study which informed his instruction, began with the implements...

5. Rabbi Klonymus Kalman Schapira, Bnei Machshavah Tovah pp. 11-12
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In truth, service of the mind must begin from below and work upward, at first purifying one's body, and then one's

thoughts will be purified and strengthened automatically. One should not begin with his thoughts first.

6. Rashi to Bereishit 3:5
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“Like Elokim” — creators of worlds.

7. Ramban to Shemot 35:21
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"All whose heart elevated him" — It says this [only] regarding the craftsmen; we don't find elevation of the heart regarding
the donors, but only generosity. The idea of "whose heart elevated him to draw near to the labour" is that no one among
them learned the tasks from a teacher or from someone who trained his hands at all, but he found in his heart that he
knew how to do this. His heart was elevated in the ways of Gd, to come before Moshe and say, "l will do...

8. Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man (Kaplan translation, pp. 100-101)

The Scriptural portion of the creation narrative is a legal portion, in which are to be found basic, everlasting halakhic
principles... If the Torah then chose to relate to man the tale of creation, we may clearly derive one law from this manner
of procedure - viz, that man is obligated to engage in creation and the renewal of the cosmos.

9. Shemot 16:26, 20:8, 23:12, 31:15, 34:21, 35:2; Vayikra 23:3; Devarim 5:13

10. Ibn Ezra to Shemot 20:9
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"Six days you shall work" — you may work; this is not a mitzvah.

11. Midrash, Mechilta d'Rabban Shimon bar Yochai 20:9
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"Six days you shall work" —
e Rebbe said: This is another decree, that just as Israel is instructed in the commandments of Shabbat, so they are
instructed regarding work.



e Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah said: Work is great, for the Shechinah was not manifest upon Israel until they worked,
as Shemot 25:8 says, "Make a Sanctuary for Me, and | will dwell among them."

e Rabbi Akiva said: Work is great, for one who benefits a perutah's worth from sanctified property brings an
offering and pays its value and an extra 1/5 and brings a korban worth two sela, but workers handling
sanctified property are paid out of the half-sheke/ contributions.

e Rabbi Shimon said: Work is great, for even a kohen gadol who enters [the Holy of Holies] on Yom Kippur
outside of the service is liable for death, but when working there even the impure and blemished may enter.

12. Avot d'Rabbi Natan 11 21
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"Love work" — One is obligated to love work and involve himself in work... Rabbi Eliezer used to say: Work is great,
for just as Israel was instructed regarding Shabbat, so they are instructed regarding work, as it says, "Six days you shall
work, and perform all of your tasks." ... Rabbi Eliezer said: Work is great, for one who steals a perufah's worth from
another must pursue him, even to Medea, but an employee handling large dates may eat without shame, even if each
one is worth a dinar. Rebbe also said: Work is great, for even one who has a ruined yard or garden should involve
himself with them, to be busy... Once Rabbi Yoshiyahu was moving his belongings from house to house and corner to
corner on Friday, at dusk. They said to him, "Our master! Why do you do this2" He replied, "So that Shabbat will come
upon us, as it is written, 'He halted and rested.""

What Moshe Wanted #2: Community of Kedushah
13. Shemot 33:7, Shemot 40:34-35
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Why Didn’t Hashem Give It to Moshe?
14. Shemot 35:34-35
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