R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com BEIT MIDRASH

Shemuel, Week 23: 7:13-8:6 — Reform and Monarchy g&ﬂ@ﬁa i i o

7:13-14 The long-term benefits of Shemuel’s reform

1. Radak to Shemuel | 7:13
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Until Shemuel aged, and he could no longer lead them, circulate in their cities and instruct them as he had before his

old age. And therefore Israel sinned and the hand of the Plishtim was upon them. This was why they asked for a king;

had they not sinned, they would not have needed...

2. Radak to Shemuel | 7:14
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| don’t know why this is reported here; we did not see war then between Israel and the Emori, only with the Plishtim! But

perhaps, since the Plishtim warred with Israel, the rest of the Emori who remained in the land warred with Dan...

7:15-17 The Reign of Shemuel

3. Talmud, Berachot 10b
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One who wishes to benefit should do so, as Elisha did, and one who does not wish to benefit should not benefit, as

Shemuel of Ramah did, as in “He would return to Ramah, for his house was there” - Rabbi Yochanan said: “Wherever

he went, his house was with him.”

Introduction to Perek 8: How does Gd view Monarchy?

4. Bereishit 17:6, 17:15-16
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5. Bereishit 35:11
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6. Rashi to Divrei haYamim Il 27:1
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For with all of the kings who preceded and followed him we find sin, except Yotam. David only with Uriah the Hittite,
Shlomo “His wives led his heart astray,” Rechavam “He abandoned the Torah of Gd,” Aviyah “He followed all of the
sins of his father”...

7. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 11:4
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And if a king were to arise from the house of David, speaking Torah and involved in mitzvot like his ancestor David,
following the written and spoken Torah, and he would compel all Israel to follow it and strengthen it, he would fight the
wars of Gd, he would be presumed to be Mashiach. If he were to act and be successful and defeat all of the nations
around him and build the Temple in its place and gather the scattered of Israel, then he would definitely be Mashiach.
And if he would not succeed to that extent, or he would be killed, it would be known that he was not the one promised
by the Torah. He was like all other kosher and complete Davidic kings, who died.



8. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 2:6
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Just as the Torah assigned great honour to the king, and all are obligated to honour him, so the Torah instructed him to
keep his heart humble and low within himself, as was written [by King David], “And my heart is low within me.” He
may not act with undue arrogance toward the nation, as it is written, “lest his heart become elevated above his brothers.”
He must be generous and merciful for small and great, he must exit and enter at their desire and for their good, and he
must care for the honour of the smallest of the small. When he speaks to the community at large he must speak gently...
He must always act with a surfeit of humility. We have none greater than Moshe Rabbeinu, and he said, “And what
are we? Your complaint is not upon us.” He should bear their labours, burdens, complaints and anger as a nursemaid
bears a nursling. The Torah calls him a shepherd, “To herd his nation Jacob,” and the shepherd’s way is explained by
tradition as, “As a shepherd herds his flock, directing them with his arm, gathering in the ewes, carrying them in his
arm, etc.”

9. Devarim 17:14-15
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10. Talmud, Sanhedrin 20b
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Rabbi Eliezer said: the elders of the generation requested properly, as 8:6 says, “Give us a king to judge us.” But the

nation corrupted it, as it says, “And we will also be as all of the nations, and our king will judge us and go before us.”

11.1bn Ezra to Devarim 17:15
v —owh oW
“You shall place” — Optionally.

12.Ramban to Devarim 17:14
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According to our Sages, it is like, “And you should say, ‘I will place a king upon myself.”” This is a commandment,
obligating us to say this after taking and settling the land. Like “And you shall make a fence for your roof,” and other
passages. It said “And you shall say” because the mitzvah is to come to the kohanim and leviyim and judge and say to
them, “We want to place a king upon ourselves.”

13. Rabbeinu Bechayye to Devarim 17:15
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Simply, this is a commandment for Israel to have a king. Israel was commanded three mitzvot when they entered the
land: To appoint a king, as it is written...



This mitzvah is according to Israel’s desire, that they will ask, not Gd's desire. For the Exalted One is the King, travelling
in their camps, overseeing their specifics, and this is the selected nation, whose king is the Master of all. Therefore it
was hard in His eyes when they asked Shemuel the Prophet for a king, as He said (8:7), “They have not rejected you;
they have rejected Me from reigning over them.” And he gave them Shaul as king, not on His initiative or desire... See
what happened to us via the kings, as Devarim Rabbah 5:11 taught: “Shaul fell on Mount Gilboa, David caused a
plague... Achav halted the rain... Tzidkiyahu destroyed the Temple.” Regarding the fact that all Israel agreed and
requested it, Sanhedrin 20b says, “The nation corrupted it,” asking it for their wars, as in 8:20, but the elders among
them asked for a king to judge them and to punish the rebels among them.

14.Rambam, Sefer haMitzvot, Aseh 173
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The 1734 mitzvah is that He commanded us to appoint a Jewish king among ourselves, to gather our nation and lead
us...

8:1-6 Shemuel’s sons are unworthy; the nation asks for a king

15.Ralbag to Shemuel | 8:1
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When Shemuel aged, and he was too tired to lead Israel as he had, he placed his sons as judges for Israel in Beer
Sheva, so that they would judge there those who were too far from him, and it would ease his load.

16. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 1:7
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Not only monarchy, but all power and all appointments in Israel are inherited by his son and grandson, forever, but
only if the son fills the place of his father in wisdom and reverence. If he fills it in reverence, then even if he does not fill
it in wisdom, we appoint him in place of his father and we teach him. But anyone who lacks reverence for heaven may
not be appointed to any position in Israel, even if he is of great wisdom.

17. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 10:5
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Rabbi Yudin cited Rabbi Simon: They ultimately repented. Therefore [Aviyah] is called “And the sheni,” [" mishnehu"]

for they were changed to good deeds. And therefore they merited Divine inspiration, as in Yoel 1:1, “The word of Gd

to Yoel ben Petuel” — this [Petuel] is Shemuel. Why was he called “Petuel”2 He persuaded [pitah] Gd with his prayer.

18. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 8:3
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19. Talmud, Shabbat 56a
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20. Ralbag to Shemuel | 12:24, Lesson 1
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