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Shemuel, Week 21: 6:20-7:2 — Kiryat Yearim, Shemuel’s Age , | YESHIAUNIERSITY
@

Shemuel’s Age (continued)
1. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 8:1
Four givens lead to the belief that Shemuel died at the age of 52:
o Eli judged Israel for 40 years; this is an explicit verse;
e Eli was appointed as judge on the day Chanah prayed for a child;
e The Aron was in Kiryat Yearim for [only] 20 years;
e King David moved the Aron to Jerusalem after he had been king for 7 years in Chevron.
Therefore:
e Shemuel was 39 when Eli died;
e The Aron was with the Plishtim for 7 months, and then in Kiryat Yearim for 13 years (minus four months) until
Shemuel’s death;
e So Shemuel lived 52 years, 3 months.

2. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 8:1
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Don't be surprised that | veer from the Seder Olam’s words; Radak was already bold enough to contradict Seder Olam
regarding when Pilegesh b’Givah took place, and Ralbag in other matters.

3. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 8:1
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| also will not withdraw from this issue. | think Shemuel’s lifespan “Our years are 70 years,” and he may have reached
the years of strength of Hashem, eighty years, if he was born 10 years or more before Eli was appointed shofeit on
Israel. Joining that with [Eli’s] 40 years as shofeit, and 20 years that the Aron was in Kiryat Yearim, which were all after
Eli’s death and during Shemuel's lifetime, reaches 70 years. And he lived longer during the time of Shaul’s reign...

Introduction: Our vision of Utopia?

4. Devarim 28:1-14
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5. Melachim19:1, 10
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6. Yeshayah 11:1-16
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7. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 12:5
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And at that time there will be neither famine nor war, neither kinah nor competition, for benefit will flow greatly and all
delicacies will be as common as dust, and the world will only pursue knowledge of Gd. Therefore, all Israel will be
great sages, knowing that which is hidden and comprehending the Creator as much as humans can, as it is written,
“For the world will be full of knowledge of Gd, like water covers the sea.”

7:3-6 Shemuel’s Reform
8. Radak to Shemuel | 7:5
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| already explained on Yehoshua why the Jewish custom was to gather to Mitzpah, where there was an altar and place
of prayer, for that was where the great salvation happened when Yehoshua fought the kings. In a midrash, Rabbi Simon
said, “Was Shiloh Mitzpah, or Mitzpah Shiloh2 Rather, an outcropping emerged from Binyamin into Yosef, and upon
it the Beit haMikdash of Shiloh was placed.” | am shocked at this midrash; why would [service of] Gd be in Shiloh?
Mishkan Shiloh was destroyed when the Aron was exiled, and from the time the Aron was brought to Kiryat Yearim
they brought the Ohel Moed to Nov! And so is in Seder Olam, “At the start of the 20 years they brought the Ohel Moed
to Nov.”

9. Ralbag to Shemuel | 7:2
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They did this in Mitzpah because they had agreed there that whatever was done there would be “before Gd,” as we
mentioned regarding Yiftach.

10. Talmud Yerushalmi, Taanit 2:7
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Mishnah: For the fourth [extra blessing] they said, “May the One who answered Shemuel at Mitzpah answer you and
hear your cries. Baruch Atah Hashem, who hears cries.”
Gemara: Shemuel | 7:6 says, “And they gathered to Mitzpah and they drew water, and they poured it before Gd.” Did
they pour water? Rather, this teaches that they poured out their hearts like water.

11. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 7:4-6
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It seems correct to say that they drew their tears, and poured out those tears before Gd.

12. Rashi to Shemuel | 7:6
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This sounds exclusively like a sign of humility; “Behold, we are before You like this water, which is spilled out.”



13.Radak to Shemuel | 7:6
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One could explain that they poured water before Gd as a sign for atonement of sin, like “You will remember it like
water that has passed.” (lyov 11:16)

14.Ralbag to Shemuel | 7:6
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And Israel drew water and they poured it before Gd, to testify that they had already cleansed their affairs. ..

15. Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, Yabia Omer 4:Orach Chaim 47:1
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And see Beit Meir 583, who gave another reason for going to a river on Rosh HaShanah, along the lines of Shemuel |
7:6: “Yonatan explained, ‘And they poured out their hearts in repentance like water before Gd.” And Rashi wrote that
it was a sign of humility, meaning, ‘Behold, we are before You like this water, which is spilled out.” And see Radak
there. This fits that Maharil, to throw all of their sins in the depths of the sea, and reciting this verse at the river; it is a
form of repentance.

16. Talmud Yerushalmi, Taanit 2:7
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“And Shemuel said: We have sinned.” Rabbi Shemuel bar Rav Yitzchak said: Shemuel wore the cloak of all Israel,

saying before Gd, “Master of the Universe! You only judge people for saying, ‘I have not sinned,” as in Yirmiyahu 2:35.

These people say before you, ‘We have sinned.””

17.Rashi to Shemuel | 7:6
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And Shemuel judged - Between parties, regarding financial issues between them, or regarding sins they had
transgressed.



