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Shemuel, Week 20: 6:20-7:2 — Kiryat Yearim, Shemuel’s Age , | YESHIAUNIERSITY
@

6:19-7:1 Fallout in Beit Shemesh (continued)
1. Kiryat Yearim Yehoshua 9:17, Shoftim 18:12, Tosefta Makkot 3:2, Yehoshua 18:12-19

2. Amanda Borschel-Dan, Biblical site tied to Ark of the Covenant unearthed at convent in central Israel, Times of Israel

Jan 19 https://www.timesofisrael.com/biblical-site-tied-to-ark-of-the-covenant-unearthed-at-convent-in-central-israel /
A massive 8th century BCE man-made platform discovered at a Catholic convent in central Israel may have served as
an ancient shrine to the Ark of the Covenant, said leading Tel Aviv University archaeologist Israel Finkelstein. Unearthed
at Kiriath-Jearim, the shrine gives potential new insight into the political machinations of the sibling kingdoms of Judah
and Israel... The large elevated platform, Finkelstein believes, was constructed by the northern kingdom as a shrine to
the biblical story of the ark... According to [Thomas] Rémer, an internationally known expert on the Hebrew Bible, the
biblical stories surrounding the Ark of the Covenant served pragmatic political purposes. “The kernel of the original
narrative was to legitimate Kiriath-Jearim as the new sanctuary of the shrine after the destruction or the abandonment of
Shilo,” wrote Rdmer in an email to The Times of Israel this week.

7:2 _ The challenge: When were these 20 years?

3. Ralbag to Shemuel | 7:2
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Meaning: It already stood in the House of Avinadav for 20 years until Dovid removed it. All Israel followed Gd after Eli

died, and they regretted their bad deeds when they saw the great plague that struck the nation in that war and the other

disasters which beset them, and they recognized that their bad deeds had led to this.

Or it means that a long time had passed from the time the Aron sat in Kiryat Yearim, a period of twenty years, and then

all Israel followed Gd. In truth, the Aron was there for more than 20 years, for it stood there until David had reigned for

7 years.

4. Talmud, Zevachim 118b

LLTITT VAV DIRW AW 2O, IRWY DRIY TRAW IR 1A% DRINY A TIW WY TIW 20wy 010
These 20 years were: 10 years that Shemuel reigned alone, 1 year that Shemuel and Shaul reigned, 2 that Shaul
reigned, and 7 of David...

5. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 7:2
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It told of their shame, that with all they saw of the miracles and wonders Gd performed before their eyes through His

Aron, they did not listen and did not set their hearts. But from the day the Aron rested in Kiryat Yearim, a long time

passed when Israel did not repent, and this was 20 years. After that Israel repented from their bad deeds...

6. Metzudat David to Shemuel | 7:2
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Meaning: From the start of the Aron'’s resting and all through that long period, the 20 years it rested there, all that time

Israel moaned and wailed, regretting their bad deeds, and they repented, to follow Gd.

7. Rashi to Shemuel | 7:1
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And they saw the punishment that came upon them because of the sin of the House of Eli, and the power Gd showed
against the Plishtim.
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Shemuel’s Age
8. Talmud, Moed Katan 28a
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Death at 50 is kareit at 52 is the death of Shemuel of Ramah; at 60 is death at Gd’s hand... Rabbah said: From 50 to

60 is kareit, but it wasn't listed that way due to the honour of Shemuel of Ramah.

9. Talmud, Taanit 5b
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“And it was, when Shemuel aged” — Was Shemuel that old2 He was 52, as it is taught, “Death 52 years is the death
of Shemuel of Ramah”! He replied: Rabbi Yochanan said that old age leapt upon him [prematurely]. It says, “I regret
coronating Shaul.” He said, “Master of the Universe! You have equated me with Moshe and Aharon... Moshe and
Aharon did not have their deeds cease in their lifetimes, | should not have my deeds cease in my lifetime!” Gd said,
“What shall | do2 Shemuel will not let Shaul die; if Shemuel would die, then due to his youth people would mock him;
don’t have Shemuel or Shaul die - but the time has arrived for David's reign, and one reign cannot touch another, even
a hair’s breadth!” Gd said, “I will make him age prematurely...”

10. Talmud Yerushalmi, Bikkurim 2:1
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11. Midrash, Seder Olam Rabbah 13
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12. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 8:1
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13. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 8:1
.OPIAR 0°7272 A9 VAN WD AT IMARY a1 i7alyinta b P"'m YHARNT 723 %D a1y 770 1272 NIV NN XY

14. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 8:1
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