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Introduction
1. Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (20t century Israel), Halichot Shlomo, Tefillah 8:15 footnote 56
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And when they gathered once to pray for an ill person in such a condition [when the doctors had given up hope of
natural treatment], our master began by saying: We must know that although we believe that the resurrection of the
dead will happen when Gd wills it, still, we do not ask for this to happen right now. Since the doctors think that healing
this patient now would be a sort of resurrection of the dead, we shall recite only one paragraph of Tehillim, and intend
that it should benefit the patient... But still, even in this position, one should never remove, Gd forbid, his faith in Gd to
have mercy on him. There still is hope that He will heal him...

2. “Prayer in vain”  http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/869939

Don't pray for time travel

3. Mishnah, Berachot 9:1 (54q)
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4. Talmud, Taanit 19a, with Rashi
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5. Talmud, Bava Metzia 42a

3902 71072 AR N2 IR 7Y 2N APT IwYn1 171972 AOWNW PR T 721951 11X 57" IR 13793 IR 7N TN 11320 1N

0307 7272 KPR *1177 7272 K1 TR 0272 KDY 21w 1272 XY 77981 719727 PRY 97 ,XIW N9°ON 7 277 7772 72 R 770 .1
SRR

6. Talmud, Berachot 60a
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7. Talmud, Berachot 10a
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8. Talmud, Taanit 23a
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9. Rabbi Moshe Isserles (16t century Poland), Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 682:1
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Some say that one who forgets A/ haNisim in Birkat haMazon should say, when reaching HaRachaman, “May the

merciful One perform miracles and wonders for us, as You did for our ancestors in those days, at this time. In the days

of Matityahu, etc.”


http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/869939

10. Talmud Yerushalmi, Taanit 3:2
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We have learned: We pray communally for the trees at the time of Pesach, and for the cisterns at the time of Shavuot.

Then we should also do so further along? Further along, [having rain] would be miraculous, and we do not hold

communal prayer for miracles.

11.Rabbi Akiva Eiger (18t-19t century Austria/Prussia) to Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 230
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One should not pray, asking for that which is not natural, even though Gd can do this... And one may not pray for Gd

to perform a miracle on his behalf, changing the world, such as causing this tree to produce fruit before its time.

12. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (20t century USA), Igrot Moshe Orach Chaim 2:111
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One may not even pray that Gd perform a miracle for him, as is explicit in Berachot 60...

Why?

13. Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, Worshijp of the Heart, pg. 35

The foundation of prayer is not the conviction of its effectiveness, but the belief that through it we approach Gd intimately
and the miraculous community embracing finite man and his Creator is born. The basic function of prayer is not its
practical consequences, but the metaphysical formation of a fellowship consisting of Gd and man.

14.Ramban (13 century Spain), Challenges to Rambam'’s Sefer haMitzvot, Aseh #5
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And if the exegesis of prayer has a biblical root, we will count it in the Rambam’s count and say that it is a mitzvah, in

a time of troubles, to believe that Gd hears prayer and saves from troubles through prayer and crying out.

15. Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (20t century Israel), Halichot Shlomo, Tefillah 8:15 footnote 60
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Our master customarily said that one should not pray for an ill person during the amidah unless one has some connection
to him, and one feels his pain, for one should not come to the King - the King of Kings, Gd - without a reason and
justification for pushing to ask for someone else. He would tell of the Maharil Diskin, that once someone asked him to
pray for an ill person, and he agreed [affer instructing him, as was his practice, to contribute a particular sum to the
orphanage], and after some time the Maharil met him and asked after the ill person’s welfare, and he replied that the
person had already become healthy, with Gd’s help. The Maharil thundered at him for not telling him of this, and
burdening him with praying for that person all this time, saying, “Is it light in your eyes, making such a request in prayer?
One must seek and find a reason to pray each time!” (And our master also thundered regarding this, and once he
rebuked a student who delayed telling him about his salvation through Gd's generosity. He said: Three times each day
| pain myself and feel your suffering, and why did you only now decide to tell me?)

16. Talmud, Taanit 14b
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A person of status may not fall on his face, unless he will be answered like Yehoshua ben Nun... A person of status may
not wear sackcloth unless he will be answered like Yehoram ben Achav...



17.Talmud Yerushalmi, Taanit 2:6

INXT DY T 72921 9190 OR "0 2" 7"2pn 19 AR 1919 DY 9190 ORW YWITPD WO IRY M 9
One who is not kosher like Yehoshua, such that if he would fall on his face then Gd would say to him, “Rise,” should
not fall. This is only an individual before the community.

In practice
18. Talmud, Bava Kama 80b
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We pray with teruah [Rashi: Shofar; Tosafot: Aneinu] regarding a plague of boils on Shabbat.

19. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook (20 century Israel), Shu”t Daat Kohen 140
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20. Rabbi Jason Weiner, Jewish Guide to Practical Medical Decision-Making, pg. 103

Another approach, offered by R. Yaakov Kaminetsky, is that since prayer for a terminally ill person to be cured is a
forbidden prayer for a miracle, “Rather than praying that the patient be miraculously cured, one should pray that a cure
be found for the disease;” see Yonasan Rosenblum, Reb Yaakov (Mesorah Publications, 1993), 368. Such a prayer
would be permitted, as it does not beseech Gd to alter the natural order, but rather assumes the cure must already exist
in nature and is just waiting to be discovered. | thank R. Yaakov Siegel for bringing this source to my attention.

21.Rabbi Jason Weiner, Jewish Guide to Practical Medical Decision-Making, pg. 26

What about R. Auerbach’s concern that this falls under the prohibition against praying for a miracle? R. Kanievsky
quotes the Chazon Ish (his brother-inlaw), who was asked this precise question. The Chazon Ish responded that he
knew of a rabbi who was told by his physicians that he would live only a short while longer, but who then went on to
live another thirty years. Sometimes, despite a dire prognosis, a person can indeed live much longer. We are thus not
praying for a miracle, but simply that the doctors are wrong.

22.Rabbi Jason Weiner, Jewish Guide to Practical Medical Decision-Making, pg. 95

Fourth, even if the prayers do not result in any change at all in the patient’s condition, they are nevertheless a source of
merit for him or her. All of those who prayed aroused Heavenly compassion through their prayers, which were uttered
specifically because of this individual. These merits will stand by the individual in the World to Come and may also
protect his or her offspring in the future, and they thus have incredible value. Finally, argues R. Kanievsky, these prayers
can bring recovery to other individuals and to the community as a whole.

Two related problems: How not to pray; Chronic illness

23.Ramban (13 century Spain), Torat ha’Adam, Shaar haMeichush
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24. Informing a patient of a terminal diagnosis
e https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/889699
e https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm /890198



https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/889699
https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/890198/

May one pray for an ill person to pass away?

25.Talmud, Ketubot 104a
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26. Rabbeinu Nisim (14th century Spain) to Talmud, Nedarim 40a
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Sometimes one needs to pray for mercy for the patient to die, such as where the patient is in great pain due to his illness
and he cannot live.

27.Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (20t century Israel), Minchat Shlomo 1:91:24
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Also, as one requests and prays to Gd for the patient to die, he is also obligated to involve himself in saving the patient
and desecrating Shabbat for him, even many times.

28. Rabbi Moshe Stern, Be’er Moshe 8:239:4
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29.Rabbi J. David Bleich (215t century USA), Treatment of the Terminally lll, Tradition 30:3 (1996), pg. 56

Although man must persist in his efforts to prolong life, he may, nevertheless, express human needs and concerns through
the medium of prayer. There is no contradiction whatsoever between acting upon an existing obligation and pleading
to be relieved of further responsibility. Man may beseech Gd to relieve him from divinely imposed obligations when
they appear to exceed human endurance.

30. Rabbi Chaim Palaggi, Chikikei Lev | Yoreh Deah 50, as cited in Tzitz Eliezer V Ramat Rachel 5:4
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