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TORAH MIiTZION
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - forczyner@torontotorah.com gﬁq 5772 BEIT MIDRASH
6:10-18 Return of the Aron (continued)
1. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 24b
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e Rabbi Yochanan cited Rabbi Meir: “Then Moshe and the Children of Israel sang.”
e Rabbi Yochanan said himself: “And you shall say on that day: Thank Gd, call in His Name [declare among the
nations His deeds].” (Isaiah 12:4)
o Reish Lakish said: They sang the orphan psalm, “A song. Sing to Gd a new song, for He has performed wonders;
His right, His holy arm, has saved for him.” (Tehillim 98)
e Rabbi Elazar said: “Gd is king; let the nations tremble [the One who dwells with the Keruvim makes the earth
shake].” (Tehillim 99)
o Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmeni said: “Gd is king, clothed in might.” (Tehillim 93)
e Rabbi Yitzchak Nafcha said: “Sing, sing, the acacia! Be elevated along the long road! The one wrapped in
gold embroidery, exalted because of the dver [Torah] in the palace, splendid in the crown of crowns!”

2. “And they raised their eyes and saw” Bereishit 18:2, 24:63, 33:1, 33:5, 37:25, 43:29

3. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 24a, with Rashi
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“And they brought the cows as burnt offerings to Gd”! That was a temporary dispensation. And this makes sense;
otherwise, when is there ever a female burnt offering?
Rashi: Because of the miracle performed via the cows, bringing the Aron themselves without a guide, and with their
children locked up and yet not going to their children, but rather they brought it and sang, as stated later.

4. Talmud Yerushalmi, Avodah Zarah 2:1, with Pnei Moshe
27717 UR 2°NWHD °1707 %91 !"(2°19) 77 2OMaT A AW 19U W 12 waRY" [0 1 K PRMw] 2203 K
112 WY 017 DAY ]5773171 31 IR 2°NWHD 2170 AWHRmM 2°N370 2 NWH;T Y10 1YY MR 12PM gwn 215
But it says, “And the people of Beit Shemesh brought a burnt offering and slaughtered sacrifices to Gd!” But do we learn
from the Philistine leaders?
Pnei Moshe: They brought them before the eyes of the Philistine leaders... for the joy of the miracle.

5. Abarbanel to Shemuel 1 6:18
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Granted that the sorcerers and priests ordered them to bring only five gold mice for all five Philistine leaders, it appears

that the nation did not agree to this, saying that just like there was a gold ophe/for each of the leaders, so they should

sed a gold mouse for each town and village. They greatly feared the plague, and did this to save themselves from it.

6:19-7:1 Fallout in Beit Shemesh

6. Ralbag to Shemuel | 7:15, Lesson 30
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To inform the House of Israel that because of this they were liable to fall to the Plishtim. The Plishtim had some recognition
of Gd's stature, saying, “Who will save us from this great Gd,” and when the Aron of Gd came into their hands they
immediately learned and sent it away with honours. But Israel served Baal and Astarte, trading their honour for that
which cannot help, and did not learn from all of the evils Gd brought upon them for this...

7. Talmud, Sotah 35b
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“And He struck the nation, 70 men, 50,000 men.” — Rabbi Avahu and Rabbi Elazar: One said 70 men, each the equal

of 50,000. The other said 50,000, each the equal of the 70 of the Sanhedrin.

8. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 6
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To me, it appears correct to say that only 70 men died in Beit Shemesh. They each died for one of these reasons: (1)
They alone spoke inappropriately regarding the Aron; (2) They alone did not abandon their work; (3) They alone opened
the Aron and put their hands in...
In truth, the 50,000 men it mentioned were the number of those killed who died because of the Aron, whether in the
Philistine cities, or in Beit Shemesh, a total of 50,000 men. The text said it here because it thereby completed the story
of the Philistines and arrival of the Aron, and it completed telling of the wonders of the Aron, and those who died
because of it...

9. Malbim to Shemuel | 6:19
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“For they looked in the Ark of Gd” - ‘Seeing’ followed by ‘in” indicates gazing and seeing clearly, perceiving its essence,

like Shemot 2:11, “He saw in their suffering.” It generally refers to abstractions, as in “Let me not see in my evil” “And

see in the good of Jerusalem.” Meaning, they looked more than was appropriate, due to lack of awe and respect.

10. Talmud, Sotah 35a-b
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“And He struck the men of Beit Shemesh because they looked in the Ark” — For looking, ‘He struck’@ Rabbi Avahu and

Rabbi Elazar debated: One said they harvested while bowing; the other said they also said, “Who embittered You, that

You became bitter, and who came to You, that You were appeased?@”

11.Kiryat Yearim Yehoshua 9:17, Shoftim 18:12, Tosefta Makkot 3:2, Yehoshua 18:12-19

12. Amanda Borschel-Dan, Biblical site tied to Ark of the Covenant unearthed at convent in central Israel, Times of Israel
Jan 19 https://www.timesofisrael.com/biblical-site-tied-to-ark-of-the-covenant-unearthed-at-convent-in-central-israel /
A massive 8th century BCE man-made platform discovered at a Catholic convent in central Israel may have served as
an ancient shrine to the Ark of the Covenant, said leading Tel Aviv University archaeologist Israel Finkelstein. Unearthed
at Kiriath-Jearim, the shrine gives potential new insight into the political machinations of the sibling kingdoms of Judah
and Israel...
The large elevated platform, Finkelstein believes, was constructed by the northern kingdom as a shrine to the biblical
story of the ark... According to [Thomas] Rémer, an internationally known expert on the Hebrew Bible, the biblical
stories surrounding the Ark of the Covenant served pragmatic political purposes. “The kernel of the original narrative
was to legitimate Kiriath-Jearim as the new sanctuary of the shrine after the destruction or the abandonment of Shilo,”
wrote Rdmer in an email to The Times of Israel this week.
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