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6:1 _ Seven months pass
1. Malbim to Shemuel | 6:1
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It said that time passed, reaching seven months, and the plagues did not cease. They saw that this was not chance, for
chance does not endure.

2. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 54:4, Part 1
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Gd said to him: You gave him 7 lambs against My will; by your life, | will delay the joy of your children [before their
entry into Israel] for 7 generations... They will kill seven righteous people from your children: Chofni, Pinchas, Shimshon,
and Shaul and his three sons.... His children will destroy your children’s seven sanctuaries: Ohel Moed, Gilgal, Nov,
Givon, Shiloh and the two Temples... My Ark will circulate in the Philistine fields for seven months.

2. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 54:4, Part 2
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Why were the people of Beit Shemesh struck? For they degraded the Aron. Gd said: If one of you had lost a chicken,

he would circulate through many houses to get it. My Ark was in the fields of Philistia for seven months, and you don't

pay any attention to it2 If you won't pay attention fo it, | will pay attention to it.

6:2:9 Consultation with the wizards

3. Radak to Shemuel | 6:4
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This supports the drash we wrote above, that when they had bowel disease and their hemorrhoids emerged due to the

iliness, rodents came and pulled out their bowels...

4. Radak to Shemuel | 6:7
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They commanded to take nursing cows to demonstrate the miracle, that they didn't retreat due to their young.

5. Rashi to Shemuel | 6:7
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All of this was a test, for they are not suited for pulling. Further, they would low for their young. If the Aron would have
such power that [the cows] would transport it on their own, we would know that Gd had done this to us.

6. Bereishit 20:14-16
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6:10-18 Return of the Aron

7. Talmud, Bava Batra 14a
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And the box in which the Plishtim sent a gift for the Gd of Israel was placed beside [the Aron], as in Shemuel | 6:8, and

the Torah was placed upon it...




8. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 24b
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“And the cows yisharnah on the road, on the road to Beit Shemesh” — What is yisharnah? Rabbi Yochanan cited Rabbi
Meir: They sang shirah. Rav Zutra bar Tuviah cited Rav: They turned their faces straight opposite the Aron, and sang

shirah.

And what shirah did they sing?

Rabbi Yochanan cited Rabbi Meir: “Then Moshe and the Children of Israel sang.”

Rabbi Yochanan said himself: “And you shall say on that day: Thank Gd, call in His Name [declare among the
nations His deeds].” (Isaiah 12:4)

Reish Lakish said: They sang the orphan psalm, “A song. Sing to Gd a new song, for He has performed wonders;
His right, His holy arm, has saved for him.” (Tehillim 98)

Rabbi Elazar said: “Gd is king; let the nations tremble [the One who dwells with the Keruvim makes the earth
shake].” (Tehillim 99)

Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmeni said: “Gd is king, clothed in might.” (Tehillim 93)

Rabbi Yitzchak Nafcha said: “Sing, sing, the acacial Be elevated along the long road! The one wrapped in
gold embroidery, exalted because of the dver [Torah] in the palace, splendid in the crown of crowns!”

9. Maharal, Chiddushei Aggadot to Avodah Zarah 24b
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Not that they recited a song by forming words and speech, but walking the straight path, as it says, Vayisharnah, was
itself the song. The sages then debated what this song taught. According to the view that this song is “Then Moshe and
the Children of Israel sang,” this song taught that Gd, who took them out of Egypt, would not abandon them to their

enemies...



