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Dedlicated by Mimi and Byron Shore in memory of their mother, Chaya Dabroosah bat Zalman z”/

1. Prof. Yehuda Elitzur, Daat Mikra edition of Judges, pg. Yp
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The essential message which the book of Judges seeks to repeat/sharpen for all who enter this world is that there is a
Director of this building, and nothing happens without Gd. When Israel are given into the hand of the enemy, it is
because they have done that which is evil in Gd's eyes, and when they are rescued from their raiders and foes it is
because Gd has tired of the struggles of Israel for they have cried out to Him. The rescuers of Israel are varied, even
though all of them are called “Judges”. The common denominator for all of them is that Gd established them, and His
spirit was upon them...

The Story (Judges Chapters 13-16, pp. 619-629)

2. Malbim to Judges 16:4
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He converted the first one and changed her name to a Jewish one, but he did not convert this one, and her named
remained “Delilah.” And so it said in Yerushalmi Sotah 1:8, that in Timnatah it was via marriage, but not in Aza.

3. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Prohibited Relationships 13:14-16
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Do not entertain the thought that Shimshon, Rescuer of Israel, or Solomon, King of Israel, who was called a “friend of
Gd"”, married foreign women when they were not Jewish. Rather, the secret of the matter is thus: The proper mitzvah is
that when a ger or giyoretcomes to convert we investigate him to see whether he is coming to join the religion to gain
money or power, or out of fear. If he is a man, we investigate whether he has turned his eyes to a Jewish woman. If she
is a woman, we investigate whether she has turned her eyes to a Jewish man...
Therefore the courts did not accept converts in the time of David and Solomon - in the days of David lest they come
from fear, and in the days of Solomon lest they pursue this for the empire, benefit and power which Jews had. An
idolater who pursues it for one of the empty aspects of this world is not a righteous convert. Still, many converts converted
in the days of David and Solomon, with regular people [acting as judges]. The High Court was concerned for them, not
rejecting them since they had still immersed but not drawing them near until it could see their end.
And because Solomon converted women and married them, and Shimshon also converted and married, and it was
known that [the women] pursed this only for benefit and were not converted by a [true] court, the text viewed them as
idolaters, remaining prohibited. Further, their end demonstrated their original intent, for they served their idols and built
altars, and the text viewed it as though [Solomon] had built them, as Kings | 11:7 says, “Then Solomon built an altar.”

4. Radak to Judges 13:4
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One should be shocked — how could someone regarding whom the Creator ordered that he would be holy from the
womb then become tamei with Philistine girls? It appears that those women he took in Timnah, Azah and Nachal Sorek
he converted and brought to the law of Israel. It would be a desecration for Israel’s judge and rescuer to marry Philistines,
violating, “You shall not marry among them,” which is very strict and which brings a person to denial of the Creator...
and we do not find in the text that he was punished for this, and it does not say that he did that which was evil in Gd's
eyes, and the Creator made him succeed everywhere he turned. And so the text says, “For it was from Gd,” meaning
taking a woman from the Philistines was from Gd, and Gd desired this, for certainly he converted them...

5. Abarbanel to Judges 14:1
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We have seen many times in the stories of the prophets that they occasionally acted against the rules, so that the service
of Gd would emerge from those deeds. Like Eliyahu on Mount Carmel... And this is appropriate to say regarding
Shimshon, that he broke the law so that he would find a claim for revenge against the Philistines — certainly given that
he did not have the Divine spirit sefled and orderly within him, to perform heroic deeds as the other judges did, and he
did not have a complete mind. But Gd put him in place for justice, and the Rock established him to rebuke. And therefore
[Gd] gave him a spirit of might and extraordinary strength, stirring him up occasionally. The result of this was that when
he saw a woman who found favour in his eyes, there was no halting his spirit, and when he was outraged, nothing
could stand before him.

6. Talmud, Sotah 9b

PARY" N9 PR LY IR DNW9D 1P1 70 1A T X D %9 P AMK L PIAR IR WA RN MR 7 PPV Pwaw '
2IR MW N2 Rn 2K 00 RO TR 00 W RY ImR

Our sages taught: Shimshon rebelled with his eyes, as in, “And Shimshon said to his father, take her for me, for she is

good in my eyes,” and therefore the Philistines pierced his eyes... But can it be so2 Judges 14:4 says, “And his father

and mother did not know that it was from Gd”! When he did it, though, he followed what seemed good to him.

7. Malachi 2:10-16 (1431)

8. Metzudat David to Judges 15:12
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“We have descended to bind you” — For the Philistines had decreed that they bind him and bring him.

Lessons

9. Radak to Judges 16:20
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Had he not told her his entire heart, knowing that when he would shave his strength would leave him...2 But he forgot

in his sleep that which he had told her... Or the meaning of “And he did not know” is that he knew that his strength had

left him, but he did not know that Gd had left him, for he thought that even though his strength had left him, Gd would

help him this time lest he fall into the hands of the Philistines.

10. Talmud, Sotah 10a
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Shimshon said before Gd: Master of the Universe, remember for me the twenty years | judged Israel, and | never said
to any of them, “Bring my staff from one place to another.”

11.Rabbi Shemuel Eidels, Maharsha to Sotah 10a
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One could also say, based on our Talmud's idea that he was punished with his eyes for rebelling with his eyes, that he
said that it was enough for him to be punished with one of his two eyes. For the other, he said to give him revenge.



