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1. Talmud, Sanhedrin 97b
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Rav Chanan bar Tachlifa sent to Rav Yosef: | found a man with a scroll... “I found it in the stores of Rome, and in it was

written: After 4291 years from Creation, the world will be orphaned — some via wars of faninim, some via wars of Gog

and Magog. The rest will be days of Mashiach.”

2. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 9b
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Rabbi Chanina said: 400 years after the churban, [even] if someone tells you, ‘Buy this 1000-dinar field for a dinar,’

don't do it.” A braita taught: 4231 years after Creation, [even] if someone tells you, ‘Buy this 100-dinar field for a

dinar,’ don't do it.”

3. Talmud, Sanhedrin 97b
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What is, "And yafay‘ach [lit. “He will speak] to the end, and He will not lie (Chavakuk 2:3)"2 Rabbi Shemuel bar

Nachmeni cited Rabbi Yonatan: May the bones of the calculators of times disintegrate [#jpach]. People would say,

"Since the time has come and he has not come, he is not coming." Rather, wait for him — "Even should he delay, wait

for him."

Yaakov’s Attempt

4. Bereishit 49:1-3
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5. Talmud, Pesachim 56a
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Yaakov wanted to reveal the end of days [ketz hayamin] to his sons, and the Shechinah left him. He said: Maybe, Gd
forbid, there is a disqualification in [the product of] my bed, like Avraham from whom Yishmael emerged!...

6. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 98:2
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Two people had the end revealed to them, and then concealed from them: Yaakov and Daniel... Yaakov, “That which
will befall you in the end of days. Reuven, you are my firstborn.” This teaches that he wanted to reveal the end, and it
was concealed from him. This may be compared to the dying friend of a king. His children surrounded his bed, and he
told them, “Come, I'll reveal to you the secrets of the king.” He looked up and saw the king, and said to them, “Be
careful of the king’s honour.” So Yaakov loooked up and saw the Shechinah standing above him, and he told them,
“Be careful of Gd's honour.”

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 99:5
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lyov 12 says, “And He takes [away] the wisdom of elders” — This is Yitzchak, who loved Esav, whom Gd hated. He told
him, “Make delicacies for me,” and wanted to bless him and to reveal the end to him. What did Gd 02 He removed his
wisdom... And Yaakov also wished to reveal the end to his children, as it says... And Gd hid it from him...

8. Bereishit 49:10
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Returning to our question for Yaakov

9. Talmud, Sanhedrin 97a
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In the generation when the son of David arrives, Torah scholars will be reduced... Our sages taught: In the shemitah

cycle when the son of David arrives, in the first year the verse “And | will bring rain on one city, and on another | will

not bring rain” will be fulfilled. In the second, arrows of hunger will be sent...

10. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 12:2
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Some of the Sages said that before Mashiach comes, Eliyahu will come. All of this and the like, no one knows what will
be until it happens, for the matters were sealed by the prophets, and the sages have no tradition for these things. Rather,
all is based on the balance of the verses, and therefore there is debate on this. In any case, the order of these events
and their minutia are not essentials of faith, and one should not involve himself in Aaggadot... And one should not
calculate ends. The Sages said, “May the bones of the calculators of times disintegrate.” Rather, one should wait and
believe the general matter, as we have explained it.

Three Lessons

11.Talmud, Temurah 16a
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Rav: When Moshe Rabbeinu went to the Garden of Eden, he said to Yehoshua: Ask me any

uncertainties you have! Yehoshua responded: My master, did | leave you alone for a single moment and go elsewhere?

Didn't you write regarding me, "And Yehoshua bin Nun, his servant, did not budge from the tente" Immediately,

Yehoshua's strength dissipated and he forgot 300 laws and developed 700 uncertainties. The entire nation wanted to

kill Yehoshua...

Rabbi Avahu said: Nonetheless, Otniel ben Kenaz returned them via his analysis, as it is said, "And Otniel ben Kenaz,

brother of Kalev, conquered it."...

12. Talmud, Bava Batra 75a
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"And you shall put of your glory on him" — Not all of your glory. The generation's elders said, "The face of Moshe is

like the Sun, and the face of Yehoshua is like the Moon." Woe for the shame, woe for the humiliation!

13. Temurah 16a
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14.Talmud, Chullin 7a
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Our ancestors left us room in which to achieve.

15. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 25b
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Yerubaal in his generation is as Moshe in his generation, Bedan in his generation is as Aharon in his generation, Yiftach
in his generation is as Samuel in his generation. To teach you that even the lightest of the light, if appointed as community
leader, is like the mightiest of the mighty. And it says, “And you shall come to the kohanim, the leviyim, and to the judge
who will be in those days” — Would you think one should go to a judge who is not in his days? This states that one may
only go to a judge in his days. And it says, “Don’t say, ‘What happened, for the earlier days were better than these.””

16. Abarbanel, Maayanei haYeshuah 1:2
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17.Rabbi Dovid Kviat, Succat David, Vayechi 51
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18.Ramban to Devarim 18:13
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The meaning of "You shall be complete with HaShem your Gd" is that we are to dedicate our hearts to Gd alone, and

to trust that Gd alone engineers all and knows the truth of all future events. From Gd alone we should seek the future,

from His prophets or from His pious ones, meaning the uvrim v'tumim.

19.Rabbi Yechezkel Landau, Tzlach to Pesachim 56a
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And | say there is a ketz hayamin [right] and a ketz hasmol [left]. The ketz hayamin is from generosity and mercy, and
there is also an end via justice, as Yechezkel 20:33 says, “If | will not reign over you with a flood of rage”... And
Yaakov sought to reveal the ketz hayamin to his children for he feared that they could not bear the test of troubles and
punishment and the pangs of Mashiach. But in truth, Israel is holy, and they are ready to suffer, if only to bring the
redemption of the Shechinah near... And this justice is itself generosity and mercy for Israel. And for this the Shechinah
left [Yaakov], for suspecting his children, Bnei Yisrael, of rejecting punishment...



