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15:6-12 The northern and western boundaries (continued)
1. Talmud, Zevachim 54b
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[Shemuel and King David] said: It is written, "And you shall rise and ascend to that place," teaching that the Temple is
the highest place in Israel, and Israel is the highest of the lands. But they did not know where it was, and so they
brought the book of Yehoshua. Regarding all places it said, "And it descended," "And the border ascended," "And
the border turned," but in the tribe of Binyamin it only said "And it ascended," and not "And it descended." They
said: We see here that this is its place.
They thought to build it in Ein ltem, which is higher, but then they said, "Let's descend a bit," as Devarim 33:12 says,
"And between his shoulders it dwells." Alternatively, they had a tradition that the Sanhedrin would be in Yehudah's
portion and the Shechinah would be in Binyamin's portion, and if they had used the highest place then the two would
have been too far apart [at that point along their border]. Better to descend a bit, as it is written, "And between his
shoulders it dwells."

2. Talmud, Yoma 12a
.0°0aWY APPANI 29w 1020 a7 9271 ,2°02WY P90N1 KD 2OOWIT 1120 R RIN 293991 R ORN2
WP N°21,925M ,07IR - 11012 DWW Rhna 557 301 .MV MW 000 O - 37 2w phna 0 A iRCINT LORAN 107 XNM99)
902 73V92% 0¥ WO 797 P27 PR%I) N2 1A 0 721,7°°12 Dw IR0 NI a7 DW phn RXY 00T TR .2WTR
" 39w 100D TA MKW TN IIPOWIR TWYI PUIXT PRI 797 1D A7 3 IV A9 MKW O
JTOW TPRW 059 ,0%9WIPA 0PN PIWA PR GRINT 00 TR0 KD 29w 130 KIn R
What was the cause for the disagreement [between Rabbi Yehudah and the Sages]? The first view believed that
Jerusalem was not divided among the tribes, and Rabbi Yehudah believed that Jerusalem was divided among the
tribes.
It is the same debate as existed among these sages:

e "What was in Yehudah's portion2 The Temple Mount, the offices and rooms. And what was in Binyamin's
portion? The Ulam, the Heichal, and the Holy of Holies. And a strip emerged from Yehudah's portion and
entered Binyamin's portion, and in it the altar was built. Righteous Binyamin was pained by this, wishing to
swallow it daily, as Devarim 33:12 says, 'He covers it all day.' Therefore, righteous Binyamin merited to be
host for G-d, as that verse concludes, 'And between his shoulders it [the Beit haMikdash] dwells.""

e According to the other sage, Jerusalem was not divided among the tribes, as we have learned, "They may not
charge rent for homes in Jerusalem, for it does not belong to them. Rabbi Elazar bar Shimon said: Beds, too."

3. Ralbag to 15:8
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It appears from here that Jerusalem was not divided among the tribes.
However, afterward Yehoshua 15:63 says, "And the Yevusi, dwellers of Jerusalem — Yehudah could not conquer
them, and the Yevusi lived with Yehudah in Jerusalem." This indicates that Jerusalem was in the portion of Yehudah,
for it did not say, "Israel could not conquer them," but "Yehudah could not conquer them."
And from the fact that it says, in the list of Binyamin's cities (Yehoshua 18:28), "And 7zela ha'Elef and Yevusi, which
is Jerusalem," that indicates that Jerusalem was in Binyamin's portion. This is why there is a debate regarding whether
Jerusalem was divided up among the tribes, or not.



15:13-19 Kalev, Otniel and Achsah's conquests

4. Rabbi Yisrael Rosen, 9729-17 3972 — 132 92 ®8°1np, Megadim 12 (Tishrei 5751)
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We will preface by noting that in the first chapter of Shoftim, which we are dealing with, the conquest of four cities is

enumerated: Jerusalem (1:10, and see 1:21); Chevron (1:10); Dver (1:11-13) and Beit El (1:22-26). To the traditional

network of ‘holy cities’ — Jerusalem, Chevron, Beit El — the unfamiliar Dver is added. But the fact that it is associated

with this list teaches its significance.

5. Midrash, Sifri Ekev 37
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Yehoshua 15:49 says, “And Danah and Kiryat Sanah, which is Dver.” And 15:15 says, “And the name of Dver,
earlier, was Kiryat Sefer.” So it is called by three names. Why do people need that? Rather, three empires clashed
over it, each one saying it should be called on their name. And to extend this logically — if the lowest of Israeli cities
has four kingdoms fighting for it, how much more so is the best of Israell

6. A problem Shoftim 1:10-19

7. Overall
Physical Conquest Spiritual Conquest
Kalev needs help Age or Punishment Strength is irrelevant
The name “Kiryat Sefer” - A city of Torah
Giving away Achsah Foolish, or Emunah A worthy husband
Needing resources Literal A desire for Torah, or to support Torah
Achsah’s beauty Literal Tzniut
“Yaavetz” - A teacher of Torah
8. Rabbi Yisrael Rosen, 9729-17 3772 — 13p 32 ¥8°1ny, Megadim 12 (Tishrei 5751)
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The explanation of the subject is found in a midrash of the Sages revealed in Ginzei Schechter, copied here from Ishei
haTanach “Kalev”: Kalev praised himself for his strength, and ayin hara struck him and affected him. When2 When
he said, “l am still strong as | was when Moshe sent me; my strength now is as it was then, for war and to go out and
return.” (Yehoshua 14:11) Ayin hara struck him, as 15:16 says, “And Kalev said: Whoever strikes Kiryat Sefer and
conquers it, etc.”

9. Talmud, Taanit 4a
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Three asked inappropriately; two received a proper answer, and one received an improper answer. These are:
Eliezer servant of Avraham, Shaul son of Kish, and Yiftach of Gilead.

10.  Radak to Yehoshua 15:18
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She persuaded her husband to ask of her father a field, and he did not wish to ask. And when she saw this, "nixm

from the donkey", meaning she cast herself from the donkey on which she rode.



11. Metzudat David to Yehoshua 15:18
STARND W R ORWNW MWD 75 DNY IR 3091 79V DR 0000
She persuaded her husband to permit her to ask her father for a field.

12.  Talmud, Temurah 16a
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And why was she called “Achsah”2 For all who saw her grew angry (ko‘e/s) at his wife.

13.  Talmud, Temurah 16a
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Rav: When Moshe Rabbeinu went to the Garden of Eden, he said to Yehoshua: Ask me any

uncertfainties you have!

Yehoshua responded: My master, did | leave you alone for a single moment and go elsewhere2 Didn't you write

regarding me, "And Yehoshua bin Nun, his servant, did not budge from the tente"

Immediately, Yehoshua's strength dissipated and he forgot 300 laws and developed 700 uncertainties. The entire

nation wanted to kill Yehoshua...

Rabbi Avahu said: Nonetheless, Otniel ben Kenaz returned them via his analysis, as it is said, "And Otniel ben

Kenaz, brother of Kalev, conquered it."...

14.  Talmud, Temurah 16a
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What is Vatitznach? Rava cited Rabbi Yitzchak: She said to him: Just like this donkey cries out if it lacks food in its
trough, so a woman cries out if she lacks produce in her home.
"And she said: Give me a blessing, for you have given me dry land" — A house dried of all good.
"Give me springs of water" — Someone who only has Torah.
"And Kalev gave her upper springs and lower springs." He said to her: That which dwells in upper and lower realms,
let him seek food from it. [Or per Rabbeinu Gershom: He dwells in upper and lower realms, and you also seek food
from him?]

15.  Tosafot to Taanit 4a mwhw
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And some say this is why was she called “Achsah”, for all who saw her grew angry (ko‘eis) at his wife - this is
certainly because they saw great fzniut in her. [Kalev] relied on her merit and his own merit to assist [in finding a
good match].

16. Divrei haYamim | 2:55 with Rashi
1227 NP2 02X NN O°RAT D°1PT TR0 DN DONYRY 2°nyIR vay? "awt 0019d ninoym
:D7PAR NP2 MAY 0913 - DN DYAW D°NYIN :71 PI0D 2 P9 K 2% 137 °"w
.VHNJ’PV hlakb\alel "']7131? I .HMY — Q°1%27 7T (712109 2 PAD K O 12T 7!

17. Divrei haYamim | 4:9-10
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18. Talmud, Temurah 16a
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It was taught: He was Otniel, he was Yaavetz, and what was his [birth] name? Yehudah, brother of Shimon. “Otniel”
because Gd answered (oneh) him. “Yaavetz” because he counseled (ya‘atz) and rivetz Torah for Israel. And how do
we know that Gd answered in2 As it is written in Divrei haYamim | 4:9-10... “If You will bless me” with Torah, “And
if You will increase my borders” with students, “And Your hand will be with me” that | not forget my Torah, “And save
me from harm (ra)” that | find friends (reiim) like me, “Lest | suffer harm,” that the yetzer hara not prevent me from
learning. If You do this, good. If not, | will descend to the depths. Inmediately, “And Gd brought about that which he
had asked.”



