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Yehudah's Beit Midrash

1. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 95:3
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“And he sent Yehudah before him.” Rabbi Chanina son of Rabbi Acha [debated with] Rabbi Chanina; one said it was

to set up living quarters, the other said it was to set up a place of gathering in which [Yaakov] could teach Torah, and

in which the tribes could learn.

2. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Avodah Zarah 1:3
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Our ancestor Yaakov taught all of his children, and he separated Levi and appointed him the leader and established

him in yeshiva to teach the path of G-d and to guard the commands of Avraham, and he instructed his sons that leader

after leader not cease from the descendants of Levi, so that these lessons would not be forgotten.

Earlier batei midrash
3. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 52:11
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And when the nations wished to stray from Gd's ways, He appointed two great people from my father’s house, Shem
and Ever, and they warned them.

4. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 56:11
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“And Avraham returned to his youths” — And where was Yitzchak? Rabbi Berechiah cited the sages from ‘there’: He
sent [Yitzchak] to Shem, to learn Torah from him. This may be compared to a woman who became wealthy from
weaving; she said, “Since | became wealthy from weaving, it will never leave my hand.” So said Avraham: All that
came to my hand was because | was involved in Torah and mitzvot, therefore | don't want it to leave my children forever.

5. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 63:6
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“And she went to ask of Gd” — Were there [open] houses of gathering and houses of study in those days? She only
went to the study of Shem and Ever.

6. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 63:6
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When she stood at the entrance of houses of gathering and houses of study, Yaakov would move about to leave, as in

Yirmiyah 1, “Before | formed you in the womb, | knew (or ‘loved’) you.” And when she passed houses of idolatry, Esav

ran and moved about to leave, as in Tehillim 58, “The wicked are strangers from the womb.”

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 63:10
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“And Yaakov was fam, a dweller of tents” — Two tents: The house of study of Shem and the house of study of Ever.



8. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 63:10
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“And the youths matured”... All thirteen years, both of them went to school and came from school. After thirteen years,

this one went to houses of study and this one went to houses of idolatry.

9. Talmud, Megilah 17a
mP" DRV DR WY 1’7’1 "2 772 00 Wy XM 2°N07 ORVAW NN 2792 12) MW vow ww 12 12ARM 72N YW 11PN 2PV 31
YW X7 ,7Q07 T NRT TV 10°27R) NOM PhY 7R NP1 AR DY ORYNY? AwTPw a7 .."NPA MR YRYAWS N2 nhnn DR
APY AR 20021 .00 ARA KT L,RIDIT PNONY RYIAWT AW VAW AR KT "AYID *197 17AV2 MW DWHY 72 90M" 2°n21 ,Avaw
.72 22w 8D 12y 022 MmN IV WY YR 7310 ynw ROX 1707 00w ARA - "W DR DOWOW TN W R 1VID R
When Yaakov was blessed by his father he was 63 years old, and that was when Yishmael died, as it says, “And Esav
saw that Yitzchak had blessed... And Esav went to Yishmael, and he took Machalat bat Yishmael, sister of Nevayot”...
This teaches that Yishmael accepted her kiddushin, then died, and Nevayot's brother married her off. 63, and 14 years
until Yosef was born makes 77. “And Yosef was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh,” that's 107. Then 7
years of plenty and 2 years of famine make 116. And it says, “...And Yaakov said to Pharaoh: The years of my
residency are 130 years” — but it's 116! Rather, we see that there were 14 years when he was in the house of Ever,
which were not enumerated...

10. Rambam, Introduction to Commentary to Mishnah
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And in the time of Shem and Ever and their successors, without a doubt, there was no Halachah...

11.Talmud, Yoma 28b
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Since the days of our ancestors, yeshiva never ceased from them. When they were in Egypt, they had yeshiva with
them, as Shemot 3:16 says, “Go gather the elders of Israel.” They were in the wilderness and they had yeshiva with
them, as Bamidbar 11:16 says, “Gather for Me seventy men, of the elders of Israel.” Avraham was zaken and sitting
in yeshiva, as Bereishit 24:1 says, “And Avraham was zaken, entering his days.” Yitzchak was zaken and sitting in
yeshiva, as Bereishit 27:1 says, “And it was, when Yitzchak was zaken.” Yaakov was zaken and sitting in yeshiva, as
Bereishit 48:10 says, “And the eyes of Yaakov had become heavy, from being zaken.”

12.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Avodah Zarah 1:2-3
T30 O O AT TT 9V L7028 Qv B3 AWM a0 PAD 222 207N ROR WTY XYY 101 AW QTR 2W 00 KD 20w X
LAPAR OFNAR R QW 2w IT0AY T TY 2a0anm)
D°D7R POR WIAPNIW TV NNRT T2 WIPW 7Y YT 09D TR IAR 937 ¥OTWA 7377 12T ¥ 17 ORI POR 1¥apNn ava vaw 1
2PYOD VITIT PN ,TTIAY TA0N PIXY AW 1312 PrXdY WM 2°7190 12 02 17 21730 VA 0292 SN 27N2aR 102 WIR o 22
..019 997271 0910 1712 717 119K 2pYY ,1OR 0012377 90 PUIMY T0n 2w AR 10m
The 7zur Olamim, no man recognized or knew Him, only lone individuals, like Chanoch, Metushelach, Noach, Shem
and Ever. The world went along and evolved like this until the pillar of the world, Avraham, was born...
And since the masses gathered to him and asked him about his words, he informed each one according to his personality
until he brought that person to the path of truth, to the point that thousands and myriads gathered to him, and these were
“the men of the house of Avraham (Bereishit 17:23)". And he planted in their hearts this great principle and composed
books about it, and told it fo his son Yitzchak. And Yitzchak sat and taught and instructed, and Yitzchak told it to Yaakov
and appointed him to teach, and he sat and taught and strengthened all who joined him, and Yaakov taught all of his
children, and he separated Levi...

What was the goal of the early batei midrash?
13. Bereishit 9:26
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14.Bereishit 14:18
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15. Bereishit 18:19
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16. Bereishit 26:5
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17.Bereishit 25:27
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18. Bereishit 22:19
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19. Bereishit 14:13
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20. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 42:8
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“And he told Avraham the /" — Rabbi Yehudah, Rabbi Nechemiah and the Sages [debated]. Rabbi Yehudah said:

The whole world was on one side [ever], and he was on the other side. Rabbi Nechemiah said: He was of the

descendants of Ever. The Sages said: He was from the side [ever] of the river, and he spoke the language of Ari.

21. Bereishit 23:2
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22.Bereishit 46:28
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23.Talmud, Avodah Zarah 2b
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“He stood and measured the land; He saw and permitted the nations” — What did He see? He saw the seven mitzvot
the Noachides accepted and did not fulfill. Since they didn’t fulfill them, He stood and permitted them for them...

24.Talmud, Nedarim 32a
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Rabbi Eliezer said: Torah is great; if not for Torah, heaven and earth would not stand, as Yirmiyah 33:25 says, “If not
for My covenant, day and night, | would not have placed the laws of heaven and earth.”

25. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 95:3
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When Yosef left him, [Yaakov] knew at which section he had left, for he had taught him. When Yosef's brothers came
to him and said, “Yosef lives,” and his heart did not accept it, he remembered at which section [Yosef] had left him. He
said to himself, “I know that Yosef left me at the portion of egloh arufah.” He said to them, “If you know at what section
he left me, | will believe you”...



