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Yeshayah, Week 9: Chapter 6 ~The Throne: Three Views ﬁél@ﬁa ST
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The Role of this Vision: Three Theories (continued)

1. Radak to Yeshayah 6:9-10
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Some explain “Listen” “See” as commands, as they sound, and so, too, “Fatten”. This is Divine judgment and punishment;

when a sinner wishes to sin, Gd keeps the paths of repentance from him until he is punished, as is said regarding

Pharaoh... And one could explain “Listen” and “See” as ongoing ‘commands’, like “You will hear” “You will see”...

2. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 6
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The general intent of this prophecy is to tell of the celestial vision the prophet saw, the order of existence and its parts,
to inform him of the exaltedness of Gd and His stature, and the low and specific character of His supervision of human
affairs. This was Uziahu's error when he received tzara’at, and because his generation also stumbled in that heresy,
Gd warned of their punishment.

3. Rabbi Mordechai Breuer, ¥myws »w mawsa iRz, hitp://www.daat.ac.il/daat/tanach/achronim/yeshayau.htm
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In Yechezkel’s vision, the prophet merited to see the Chayot and the Ofanei haKodesh which escort the Shechinah, and
so he saw Gd escorted by His servants, in the gathering of the Heavenly host. But this entire vision was not necessary
for the prophecy Gd wished to publicize, for Gd spoke only to the prophet [and not the angels]... So they were revealed
to the prophet only so that he would see them with his eyes...
In the vision of Michayahu the prophet, he was there only to hear the Divine word, stated before His servants, but he
did not personally fill any role in this gathering... And since Michayahu did not fill any role in this gathering, rather he
only came to hear that which was said there, it sufficed for him to come for the start of the discussion [“judgment”],
when Gd began to speak...
It was different with Yeshayah’s vision. Here, the seraphim only played a secondary role to the receipt of the word of
Gd, for Gd turned to them only in the beginning of His speech, asking them, “Whom shall | send, and who shall go,”
but from then on the sergphim are not mentioned in this vision... And since the answer to Gd's question was given via
Yeshayah, it is logical to think that the question was intended for him, too... And since Gd wanted Yeshayah to join the
seraphim which stood there “above Him,” Yeshayah could not enter only with the start of the discussion, but he needed
to be there beforehand, when the seraphim were preparing to hear the word of Gd...
Based on this, we can define thus the relationship between the prophets who merited to see Gd: Yechezkel was like a
villager who saw the king’s forces, while Michayahu and Yeshayah were both like city-dwellers who came to see the
king with his council of nobles. But Michayahu entered as an outsider who wants only to hear what the king orders his
nobles, while Yeshayah was like one who wants to join the council of nobles, and hear the king’s words as one of them.

4. On trial Kings | 22; Job 1; Daniel 7

5. Rashi to Kings | 22:19
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These were to the right and these were to the left; those to the right argued for merit, those to the left argued for guilt.

6. Radak to Yeshayah 6:5
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The meaning of the first “of impure lips” was “sealed lips”... Meaning, he thought he was guilty for not sanctifying Gd

with the forces of seraphim, for he had not been permitted to speak until the malach touched the ritzpah to his mouth.

To me, this is why he mentioned “impure lips” and not an impure body...

7. Rashi to Yeshayah 6:1

I N0 WL RAW N DY NTR WIRAN D222 MYAN 0177 9272 1737 27w KD DY 2w 1R
| saw Him sitting on a throne in the heavens, with His feet in the Sanctuary, His footstool in the Beit haMikdash, to judge
Uziah for taking the crown of priesthood.

Three Ways to Understand Yeshayah 6:3-7

8. Radak to Yeshayah 6:4
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And he also saw the house filled with smoke, meaning the Beit haMikdash. He saw prophetically that it was filled with

smoke, as our patriarch Avraham saw a prophetic vision, “And behold, a smoking furnace and torch of flame”... This

was a metaphor for anger against Israel...

9. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 6:5
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Nidmeiti — | was drawn by Uziahu after the dimyon and what came to my mind, and not the truth, because | didn't

know his thoughts and the secrets of his heart and therefore | was also subject to his punishment as one of impure lips

— and not only me, but also the entire nation was uncertain about this.

10. Talmud, Yoma 53a
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He added root of maaleh ashan, and it produced a pillar which rose like a stick until it reached the ceiling. When it

reached the ceiling, it spread and descended the walls, until the house was filled with smoke, as in “And the house was

filled with smoke.”

11.Rabbi Mordechai Breuer, ympws b mmwR=7 1nRi2:
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Since Yeshayah had already joined the line of malachim of Gd, he was also obligated to join their song. But he was a

person of impure lips in the midst of a nation of impure lips, and when his eyes saw “The King, Gd, Master of Multitudes,”

his lips were unworthy of reciting Kedushah before Him.

But perhaps Yeshayah mentioned the impurity of his lips for another purpose... He was a man of impure lips, in the

midst of a nation of impure lips, and how could his lips express Divine prophecy...

Imagery of Yeshayah 6:3-7
12.Talmud, Yevamot 49b
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“And | saw Gd” — As it is taught, “All of the prophets looked through an unilluminated lens, Moshe Rabbeinu looked
through an illuminated lens.”



13. Malbim to Yeshayah 6:1
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The lofty entity cannot be grasped with an eye of flesh; “seeing” here is only intellectual sight and perception.

14.Radak to Yeshayah 6:2

519 0O AW NI NV MRAY AN 970 WR M7 AXI2IT IR IR 297 0707 aRP)
He called them seraphim because he saw an image of burning fire in his prophecy, revealing the generation’s sin,
which deserved destruction.

15. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 6:2
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He called them seraphim to indicate their simplicity in the metaphor of elements; as the Fire element is the most simple
and elevated of all of them, so these separate entities. ..

16.Radak to Yeshayah 6:4
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Seder Olam says: “Amos prophesied before the earthquake, as it says, ‘Two years before the earthquake.” Yeshayah

prophesied at the time of the earthquake, as it says, ‘And the posts of the door shook from the voice of the one who

called.”” In another midrash: The earthquake was on the day when Uziahu entered the Sanctuary to burn incense. In

truth, that earthquake was in the days of Uziahu...

17.Rabbis Yoel bin Nun and Benny Lau, msy z»px> pg. 84
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The entry of the King of Assyria into the region shook the region like that earthquake, and afterward nothing was the
same as it had been beforehand.

18. Talmud, Shabbat 119b

" 9950 TRV TNV 01" 1P 2RI WRA DY 3T PN QTRY 12 PI9nn NAWw YORDA 21w 1997 InIRY N2w 27w Yoonn 9o
For all who pray on Friday and say Vayechulu, the two ministering malachim which escort a person place their hands
on his head and say to him, “And your guilt will leave you, and your sin will be atoned.”

19. Talmud, Berachot 57a
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If one sees (barley kernels) se’orim in a dream, his sins leave (sar, as in, “And your guilt will leave you, and your sin
will be atoned.” Rabbi Zeira said: | did not leave Bavel for Israel until | saw barley kernels in a dream.

20. Talmud, Yevamot 49b
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Menasheh killed Yeshayah. Rava said: He judged him and executed him... [Menasheh] brought the tree and cut it up;
when he reached the mouth, [Yeshayah] died, for he said, “I dwell in a nation of impure lips.”

Yeshayah's First Message

21. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 6:1
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22.Rabbi Mordechai Breuer, ymspws b2 mmwR=7 1nRI2:
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