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5:8-23 The Six Cries of Woe
1. Midrash Tehillim 1:8
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Twenty “Ashrei”s are recorded in Tehillim, parallel to the twenty “Hoi”s recorded in Yeshayah.

2. Rashi to Yeshayah 5:8
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They bring their houses close to each other, and so steal the land of the weak paupers between the two houses...

3. Talmud, Sotah 48a
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Any who drink with four types of music bring five punishments to the world, as in Yeshayah 5:11,

after which is written 5:13...

4. Radak to Yeshayah 5:16
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Then you will see Gd's greatness, in the judgment He will perform in Israel, and His holiness will be revealed via the
justice he performs.

5. Talmud, Succah 52a
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In the future Gd will bring the yetzer hara and slaughter it before the righteous and the wicked. It will appear like a
great mountain to the righteous, and a hair to the wicked...

6. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 36:3
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Three chased after the land and did not yield benefits: Kayin, Noach, Uziahu...

5:24-30 Punishment is Coming

7. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 9:9
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Even after Gd does this, gathering their enemies to come eat their land, His hand will still be outstretched to punish them

further. This is a metaphor; when a person strikes another, then if his temper and thirst for revenge are satisfied, his

hand is no longer stretched out to battle, but he lowers it. But if he is not appeased, and he still plans further revenge,

then his hand will still be outstretched...

Chapter 6 Introduction
8. Mechilta d'Rabbi Yishmael Beshalach 7
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“In the year of the death of King Uziahu (6:1)" - this is the start of the section. Why was it written here? Because there
is no chronological order in the Torah.

9. Two related visions Ezekiel 1; Kings | 22:2-23

10. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 6:1
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Because this [correction of Uziahu's philosopical error] was the intent and purpose of the vision, it came to him in the

year of [Uziahu's] death, or the year of his tzara’at, for that time was appropriate and suitable for Gd to inform

[Yeshayah] of Uziahu's sin, for which he received tzara’at. And for his dignity, the text did not specify anything more...



The Role of this Vision: Three Theories

11.Radak to Yeshayah 6:9-10
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Some explain “Listen” “See” as commands, as they sound, and so, too, “Fatten”. This is Divine judgment and punishment;

when a sinner wishes to sin, Gd keeps the paths of repentance from him until he is punished, as is said regarding

Pharaoh... And one could explain “Listen” and “See” as ongoing ‘commands’, like “You will hear” “You will see”...

12. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 6
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The general intent of this prophecy is to tell of the celestial vision the prophet saw, the order of existence and its parts,
to inform him of the exaltedness of Gd and His stature, and the low and specific character of His supervision of human
affairs. This was Uziahu's error when he received tzara’at, and because his generation also stumbled in that heresy,
Gd warned of their punishment.

13. Rabbi Mordechai Breuer - http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/tanach/achronim/yeshayau.htm

14.Talmud, Chagigah 13b
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Rava said: All that Yechezkel saw, Yeshayah saw. What is Yechezkel like? A villager who sees the king. What is
Yeshayah like? A resident of the city who sees the king.

15. On trial Kings | 22; Job 1

16. Rashi to Kings 1 22:19
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17.Radak to Yeshayah 6:5
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18. Rashi to Yeshayah 6:1
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Imagery in 6:1-4
19. Talmud, Yevamot 49b
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20. Malbim to Yeshayah 6:1
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21.Radak to Yeshayah 6:4
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22.Rabbis Yoel bin Nun and Benny Lau, msy zsx2> pg. 84
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23.Radak to Yeshayah 6:4
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24.Talmud, Yoma 53a
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