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The Reason Behind Yichud
Part Two

Source Sheet by Rabbi Federgrun

Congregation Schara Tzedeck

Binas Adam Shar Beis Hanashim
(16:26) (Poland, 18th century)

The reason for Yichud is either out of
concern that it will come to a forced act
or we are not concerned for that because
she will reveal it, and he will be afraid to
do it because she will receive money
from the embarrassment or a fine.
Rather, the concern is that it will be
consensual.

Tur Even Ha'Ezer Hilchos Ishus
Siman 22 (Spain, 13th century)

The Rambam wrote that one woman
cannot be secluded with many men
unless there is a wife there with them...I
do not understand. If one woman cannot
be with many men then how does
anything change if there is a wife there?
We should still be concerned for the
other men (whose wives are not
present)?
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Prishah Even HaEzer Siman 22

The Tur's comment is based on the fact
that the Rambam is of the opinion that
an average man is viewed as a
immodest. Therefore, even if there is a
wife of one of them present then there
are other men that are not embarrassed
in front of that couple, and they will
force the other woman into relations.

Derishah Even HaEzer Siman 22
However, others do not mention that one
needs three people at night. The reason
is because they are not concerned about
seduction. Rather, they are concerned
for forced relations, and she will be too
embarrassed to reveal it. Therefore, one
additional person suffices.

Kiddushin 81a

Rav Beivai arrived at Rav Yosef’s
house. After he wrapped his bread, i.e.,
ate his meal, he said to the members of
the household: Remove the ladder
from beneath Beivai, who was going to
sleep in the upper story, so that he not
be able to climb down, due to the
prohibition of being secluded with Rav
Yosef’s wife.
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Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igros Moshe E.H
4:65)

19. If there is an inner room and an
outer room, can a woman sleep in the
inner room and lock the door and then
the man would sleep in the outer room?
If there are basic needs available only in
the outer room then there is no question,
and it is forbidden as the woman is
forced to enter into the outer room.
However, even if the basic needs are
also in the inner room and she will only
go out when she leaves the home, then
they have to stipulate that the man will
leave by a specific time so that the
woman can leave thereafter. However,
this is still a question as it should be a
prohibition of Yichud as she can have
the desire to go to the outer room and
have relations with the man. For the
prohibition of Yichud is not to protect
from coerced sexual activity, but it is
there to prevent a prohibited act of
relations even if it does willingly. As
such, the lock would not help to prevent
a willing act of prohibited relations.

Rashi on Kiddushin 81a

remove the ladder- They ate in the upper
floor, and Rav Yosef and his wife went
downstairs. Rav Beivai was left in the
upper story, and he said to remove the
ladder so that he does not come down
and cause Yichud.
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Mishneh Torah, Forbidden Intercourse
22:1-10

(1) There is a prohibition to be secluded
with an Ervah.

(3) Anyone that is found secluded with a
woman when there is a prohibition,
whether it is with a Jew or a non-Jew,
the punishment is that both the man and
the woman receive lashes

(10) It is permissible to be secluded with
a girl under the age of three and a boy
under the age of nine.

Tur Even Ha'ezer Siman 22

It is forbidden for a man to be secluded
with an Ervah, whether it is a child or an
older woman, provided that she is older
than three.

One who is secluded with a single
woman, whether she is a Jew or a non-
Jew, receives lashes.
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