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The Reason Behind Yichud

Source Sheet by Rabbi Federgrun

Congregation Schara Tzedeck

Kiddushin 81a

Rabba says: If a woman’s husband is in
town, there is no concern due to her
being secluded with a man.

Rashi on Kiddushin 81a

If a woman's husband is in town, there is
no concern for Yichud- to receive lashes
out of fear that the husband may come at
any time.

Tosafot on Kiddushin 81a

If the woman's husband is in the city then
we are not concerned for Yichud- Rashi
explains that we are not concerned for
lashes implying that there is still a
prohibition. I hold that there is no
concern whatsoever and there is no
longer a prohibition.

Mishneh Torah, Forbidden Intercourse
22:1

It is forbidden to enter into privacy with
any of the woman forbidden

as ariot, even if she is elderly or a young
girl, for this leads to forbidden relations.
[The only] exceptions are a woman and
her son, a father and his daughter...

Mishneh Torah, Forbidden Intercourse
22:10
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It is permitted to enter into privacy with a
female child less than three years old and
a male child less than nine years old. For
[our Sages] only issued decrees
concerning entering into privacy with a
woman fit to engage in relations and a
male fit to engage in relations.

Binas Adam Shar Beis Hanashim
(16:26) (Poland, 18th century)

The reason for Yichud is either out of
concern that it will come to a forced act
or we are not concerned for that because
she will reveal it, and he will be afraid to
do it because she will receive money
from the embarrassment or a fine. Rather,
the concern is that it will be consensual.

Tur Even Ha'Ezer Hilchos Ishus Siman
22 (Spain, 13th century)

The Rambam wrote that one woman
cannot be secluded with many men
unless there is a wife there with them...I
do not understand. If one woman cannot
be with many men then how does
anything change if there is a wife there?
We should still be concerned for the other
men (whose wives are not present)?

Prishah Even HaEzer Siman 22

The Tur's comment is based on the fact
that the Rambam is of the opinion that an
average man is viewed as a immodest.
Therefore, even if there is a wife of one
of them present then there are other men
that are not embarrassed in front of that
couple, and they will force the other
woman into relations.
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