R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com BEIT MIDRASH

Yeshayah, Week 4: Chapters 1-2 — The Future of Jerusalem ﬁél@ﬁa ST
=]

An anti-korban polemic?

1. Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim 3:32

Many prophetic books contain rebukes of people for their great efforts and attachment to bringing offerings... Samuel
said, "Does Gd want offerings as He wants people to listen to the Divine Voice?" Isaiah said, "Why would | want your
masses of offeringse" Jeremiah said, "I did not speak to your ancestors and | did not command them, on the day | took
them out of Egypt, regarding offerings. | instructed them this: Listen to My voice and | will be your Gd and you will be
My nation."... The primary intent is for you to perceive Me and not serve others, and | will be your Gd and you will be
My nation. This was the goal of the command to bring offerings and focus upon the House... and you came and
cancelled the ends and attached yourselves to the means.

Outline of Chapter 2

2:1 Introduction

2:2-4 The world will come to an elevated Jerusalem to learn Gd’s message

2:5-11 You have strayed and abandoned Gd, opting for wealth, idols and arrogance
2:12-21 Gd will bring down the arrogant, and the idols will be removed

2:22 A direct order: Stop putting your faith in Man!

Language

2. Mishnah, Shabbat 6:4
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One may not go out with a sword, bow, shield, lance or spear [on Shabbat]; one who does so must bring a sin-offering.

Rabbi Eliezer said: These are ornaments for him. The Sages said: They are only disgraceful, as in Isaiah 2, “And they

shall beat their swords into plowshares...”

3. Links with Devarim 17 Aviyah HaKohen, 7-x %079 1ywa mx1a11 770, Megadim 4 (Tishrei 5748)

Chronology
4. Radak to Yeshayah 2:1
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After he related the punishment he saw for Judea and Jerusalem, he related the consolation he saw for Judea and
Jerusalem as well.

5. lbn Ezra to Yeshayah 2:1
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This is another prophecy, but it is also connected [to the previous one]. Zion will be redeemed from Sancherev, and
another time of greatness will come.

A Political and Religious Polemic

6. The Day of Gd 2:11-12, 2:17

7. Parallels between Devarim 17:8-11 and Yeshayah 2:3

And you shall arise and ascend Let us go and ascend

To the place Gd will choose To the mountain of Gd

That He will instruct you And He will instruct us in His ways
According to the Torah He will instruct you For from Zion will emerge Torah

8. The proper behaviour of a king Devarim 17:14-17 vs. Isaiah 2:7-8



9. A critique of Uziahu's building campaign Chronicles Il 26:9-16 vs. Isaiah 2:15-16

International Conversion?
10. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 2:4
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That house, meaning its sanctity and prophecy, will judge among the nations and rebuke many nations for their wars
with each other... His word and His prophecy will judge and rebuke among the nations and make peace in the land,
for the prophecy which will be renewed in the world at that time will accomplish that which had not existed before...
And Michah added clarification, saying (4:4), “And each will sit beneath his grapevine and beneath his fig and none
will make them tremble, for Gd has spoken.” Meaning, this is why wars will cease among the nations. The major reason
for war is the variation in religions among the nations, as in the war of Edom and Yishmael. When all of them call in
the Name of Gd and are humbled before His command as one, they will live peacefully, without theft and violence and
none will make them tremble, “for Gd has spoken,” meaning that with His mitzvah which they will accept when they
ascend to the Temple, all of them will be unified and in agreement, and no violence will be heard in their land...

11.Radak to Michah 4:3
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If there will be war or complaints between nations, they will come before Mashiach for justice, for he will be master of
all nations, and he will teach them, telling the one who is crooked, “Straighten out that which has been made perverse
for your plaintiff.” Therefore there will be no war between nations, for he will make peace between them and they will
not need weapons.

12. A Shift in Emphasis Chronicles Il 26:10; Kings | 10; Isaiah 2:2-3

13. Rashi to Yeshayah 2:5
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The nations will say this to them.

14.Radak to Yeshayah 2:5
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These are the words of the prophet to his generation. He said “The House of Yaakov” because above it said that the

nations will say in the future, “Let us go and ascend,” and so he said, “You who are obligated and commanded to walk

in the light of Gd, let us go in the light of Gd.”

When does this happen?

15.lbn Ezra to Yeshayah 2:2
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There were no times after Yeshayah without wars. This is recorded in the book of Ben Gurion and the books of Persia

and Media (alt. “and Rome”), that war never ceased in the Second Temple period. Also, the text testifies, “They will

never again learn [war].”




