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Out of this World Torah: The Jewish View on 

Extraterrestrial Life 

 

Extraterrestrial LifeformsOpinion One: There are NO  

 ספר הברית. 1

1. Sefer haBrit, quoting Rabbi Yosef Albo 

The Baal Ikarim said: I do not think that there are other worlds.  After they do not have 

creatures with free will, they do not need to exist with people, for then they have no 

Torah or service [of God], they are not relevant to our discussions at all.  They would be 

like other creations, even in the Heavens.   

 ספר האמונות והדעות מאמר א. 2

תכלית,  ומצאתי המציאה הגמורה כי אין שמים בלתי אלה ולא ארץ כי אם זאת, וכי השמים האלה יש להם

והארץ הזאת יש לה תכלית...ומצאתי הכתוב שהעיד עליהם בתכלית, באמרו )דברים י"ג ח'( מקצה הארץ 

 .ועד קצה הארץ ולמקצה השמים ועד קצה השמים

2.  Sefer Emunot vDeot, Rav Saadiya Gaon 

I found that there is no ‘heavens’ aside from these, 

and no ‘land’ aside from this one.  Because THESE 

heavens and THIS land have a purpose… 
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Opinion Two: It could be 

 אור השם. 3

3. Ohr Hashem 4:2, Rabbi Hasdai Crescus 

There are considerations to each side, that of affirmative and 

negative, each with proofs. Some relate to how to could be and 

reality, if it is desirably such or necessarily such, what factors 

would prevent from either angle from there being another 

world?  Of these considerations, some relate to [Hashem’s Trait 

of] benevolence, which never ends and He is not stingy to 

benefit according to however much and many worlds He Creates, and as such, it would 

make sense that there are many worlds… With all, it is clear that there is no specific 

claim, positive or negative, that can be proved to be true through Derasha. What is clear 

is the possibility of many [worlds] alone.  One should consider what our Rabbis say in 

Avoda Zara, that Hashem ‘Spans’ 18,000 worlds, meaning, His Providence is over all.  We 

are not interested in the philosopher’s rejections to prove there is but one world, and if 

we acknowledge multiple worlds it will detract from our natural world and move the 

focus of the natural world to another.  This is foolish and unfounded.  There is nature in 

each world, not that each facet of nature has to have its own center. 
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Maybe on One of those Worlds 

4. Book of Creation 

There are… seven 

worlds, seven 

heavens, seven 

lands, seven  

 ספר יצירה. 4

oceans, seven rivers, seven deserts, seven days, seven weeks, seven years, seven Shemitot, 

seven Yuvalot, and the Holy Chamber. Therefore, seven’s are beloved under Shamayim. 

Cursed Star-Dwellers 

 

 שפטים ה כג . 5
אוֹרוּ מֵרוֹז אָמַר מַלְאַךְ יְהוָה אֹרוּ אָרוֹר 

י לאֹ בָאוּ לְעֶזְרַת יְהוָה לְעֶזְרַת  יֹשְבֶיהָ  כִּ
ים בוֹרִּ  .יְהוָה בַגִּ

5. Shoftim 5:23 

Cursed is Meroz, says the Angel of God, 
cursed is its inhabitants, for they did 

not come to help God with the warriors 

 

6. Rashi ibid. 

Cursed is Meroz-some say this is a star, and some say 

this is an important warrior, and he was living close to 

the war but did not come 

 

 

 

 רש"י. 6

 כוכבאאמרי לה  -)כג( אורו מרוז 

הוה ואמרי לה גברא חשיבא הוה 

 והיה סמוך למקום המלחמה ולא בא:



5 
 

Opinion Three: There ARE Aliens, But… 

 ספר הברית. 7

7. Sefer haBrit, Rabbi Pinchas Eliyahu Horowitz 1700’s 

There is no doubt worlds were not created for chaos, but, to be inhabited, and they have 

creatures...I would say the physical world is no worse than other spiritual worlds in its 

multiplicity of worlds, such that each level contains worlds beyond calculation, as is 

known from Kabbalah. This is in the Zohar in various places, and the Mishna, that the 

rightous will ineheret 310 worlds.  In Avoda Zara, we are told Hashem 'Travels' across 

18,000 worlds.  We even have an explicit verse, that 'Meroz and its inhabitants are.' There 

is a debate if it is a star or a warrior, but if it is a star, its inhabitants are cursed... There 

are seven firmaments...But, there is no 'worthy' creature except in this world.  This is 

what is means 'you will surely die', and that 'it is not good for man to be alone, so I will 

Make a helper.' That is, lest he die and there would be no humankind left, he needs a 

helper to keep the species alive.  Footnote 4: There is no other creature capable of free 

will which can choose between good and life versus bad and death 
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What makes us special? 

 דרך ה' חלק א פרק ב. 8

לו בהיותו מטיב קצת טוב, א. הנה התכלית בבריאה היה להיטיב מטובו, יתברך שמו, לזולתו... לא יספיק 

 ....אלא בהיותו מטיב תכלית הטוב שאפשר לברואים שיקבלו, ובהיותו הוא לבדו, יתברך שמו

מי שיקנה  -ב. ואולם גזרה חכמתו, שלהיות הטוב שלם, ראוי שיהיה הנהנה בו בעל הטוב ההוא; פירוש 

 ...ולא מי שיתלווה לו הטוב בדרך מקרה הטוב בעצמו,

8. Derech Hashem 1:2 

1. The purpose of creation is to bestow good from Hashem’s Good to others… It is not 

enough to give some good, but He Wants to Give the best good possible for creations to 

accept, He Himself.   

2. He Decreed the ultimate good is to benefit one who DOES good.  That is, one who 

acquires the good himself, and not to be ‘loaned good’ haphazardly… 

   בחלקי הבריאה ויחסיהם דרך ה' חלק א פרק ה. 9

הנשמה העליונה  -דהיינו נבדלים לגמרי,  ונבדל מין האדם לבדו להיות מורכב משני מיני בריאהוהנה נבחן 

 .שלא נמצא בשום נברא אחרוהגוף השפל, מה 

  9. Derech Hashem 1:5 

Humankind was set apart 

to be a combination of two 

types of creations, a 

spiritual soul and a physical 

body, that which we do not 

find in ANY other creation.     

 


