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Congregation Schara Tzedeck

Yevamot 47b

The Gemara analyzes the baraita. The
Master said in the baraita: With regard
to a potential convert who comes to a
court in order to convert, the judges of
the court say to him: What did you see
that motivated you to come to convert?
And they inform him of some of the
lenient mitzvot and some of the
stringent mitzvot.... The Gemara
reconstructs the original dialogue in
which Naomi attempted to dissuade
Ruth from converting: Naomi said to
her: On Shabbat, it is prohibited for us
to go beyond the Shabbat limit. Ruth
responded: “Where you go, I shall go”
(Ruth 1:16), and no further. Naomi said
to her: It is forbidden for us to be alone
together with a man with whom it is
forbidden to engage in relations. Ruth
responded: “Where you lodge, I shall
lodge” (Ruth 1:16), and in the same
manner. Naomi said to her: We are
commanded to observe six hundred
and thirteen mitzvot. Ruth responded:
“Your people are my people” (Ruth
1:16). Naomi said to her: Idolatrous
worship is forbidden to us. Ruth
responded: “Your God is my God”
(Ruth 1:16). Naomi said to her: Four
types of capital punishment were
handed over to a court with which to
punish those who transgress the mitzvot.
Ruth responded: “Where you die, I
shall die” (Ruth 1:17). Naomi said to
her: Two burial grounds were handed
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over to the court, one for those
executed for more severe crimes and
another for those executed for less
severe crimes. Ruth responded: “And
there I shall be buried” (Ruth 1:17).

Kiddushin 80b

MISHNA: A man may not be secluded
with two women lest he sin with them,
but one woman may be secluded with
two men.

Kiddushin 80b

GEMARA: What is the reason that a
man may not be secluded with two
women, but a woman may be secluded
with two men? The school of Eliyahu
taught: Since women are of light mind
they are more easily seduced. The
Gemara asks: From where are these
matters, that it is prohibited for a man
to be secluded with women, derived?
Rabbi Yohanan says in the name of
Rabbi Yishmael: From where is there
an allusion from the Written Torah to
the prohibition against seclusion? As it
is stated concerning one who incites
others to idolatrous worship: “If your
brother, the son of your mother,
entices you” (Deuteronomy 13:7).

Avodah Zarah 36b

The Gemara raises yet another difficulty:

Seclusion with a Jewish woman is
prohibited by Torah law, as Rabbi
Yohanan says in the name of Rabbi
Shimon ben Yehotzadak: Where is
there an allusion in the Torah to the
prohibition against seclusion? As it is
stated: “If your brother, the son of
your mother, entices you”
(Deuteronomy 13:7). And does only a
half brother who is the son of a mother
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entice one to sin, whereas the son of a
father does not entice?
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7 Mishneh Torah, Forbidden Intercourse NX2 O Z'I'ID'?TI , N 1Iwn
" 922:2 ’2:2"2
(2)..It is forbidden to seclude oneself DN NPIYD T oK) ... Q)
with arayot (people biblically forbidden :TI'?HPH

for one to have intercourse with), "mipi
kabalah", i.e. this is an accepted ruling
passed down.
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