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2:11-21 The World of Shemuel
1. Shoftim 11:1-3

Shemuel, Week 9: 2:11-26 — Shemuel, Chofni and Pinchas ﬁﬁ IS
“A®

.....

[y IREN DP*I DV MDY 7K 0PN 2T YIRD YN VIR 39 N9 M SIHN NION TN 13 73 I 1°33

2. Melachim 11 21:23-24
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3. Rabbi Moshe Alshich to Shemuel | 2:12
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Much is done by merit, and much is done by prayer. This is the opposite of people’s statement that education and the
youth’s training in Torah and mitzvot and the path of Gd depend on the father, that one who grows up with his father
will grow up with a good reputation, for his father teaches him to be good, as opposed to one who lacks a father or is
distant from him. This is incorrect; we see many people whose father and mother left them, and they are complete
chachamim, and many who grew up with their fathers and did not learn from their good deeds...

4. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 2:12
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Even though they were the sons of Eli, the kohen and shofeitlike a malach of Gd, with their deeds they were as sons of
a worthless man.

5. Midrash Tanchuma, Emor 4

S99 12,7201 13,973 12 29 RINL(0° 2 R'W) MR 12 AWYD J0p 2V MR KT 90,200 0 KM 9 0T UK
“An old man ascends, cloaked in a tunic”, and elsewhere it says, “And his mother would make him a small tunic.” It is
learned: The tunic in which he grew, in it he was buried, in it he ascended.

2:22-26 Eli’s sons: it's even worse
6. Talmud, Shabbat 55b
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Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmeni cited Rabbi Yonatan: Anyone who says the sons of Eli sinned is only mistaken, for it says,
“And there were the two sons of Eli, Chofni and Pinchas, priests of Gd,” and he followed Rav, who said that Pinchas
did not sin. The text links Chofni and Pinchas to say that just as Pinchas did not sin, so Chofni did not sin. Then how do
| understand “they raped the women”2 Because they delayed the women'’s offerings [to take portions for themselves],
the women could not go to their husbands, and so the text views it as though they had raped them.
Similarly, Rav said: Pinchas did not sin. It says, “And Achiyah son of Achituv, brother of Ichabod son of Pinchas son of
Eli the priest, etc.” Can it be that [Pinchas] sinned, and yet the text would list his lineage? Does Malachi 2:12 not say,
“Gd will cut off the person who does this from having a descendant in the tents of Yaakov, and bringing an offering to
Gd” - if he is a Yisrael then he will have no descendant among the sages and students, and if he is a kohen then he
will not have a son who brings an offering! We must see from here that Pinchas did not sin. But it says “they raped”! It




is written as yishkivan. It says, “No, my sons, for what | am hearing is not good”! It is written as “my son”. It says “Sons
of beliyaal'! Because Pinchas should have protested to Chofni and he did not, the text views him as sinning.

7. Rashi to Shabbat 55b
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“Anyone who says the sons of Eli sinned” with adultery is only mistaken. But they did sin in disgracing the offerings.

8. Talmud, Yoma Qa-b
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Why was Shiloh destroyed? For two sins: Arayof and disgracing the offerings... And although Rabbi Shemuel bar

Nachmeni cited Rabbi Yochanan to say “Anyone who says the sons of Eli sinned is only mistaken,” still, since they

delayed their offerings, the text views it as though they had raped them.

9. Talmud, Keritot 28a
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10. Talmud, Kiddushin 81a, and Rashi ibid.
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11. Talmud Yerushalmi, Keritot 13:1
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12. Ralbag to Shemuel | 2:25
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13. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Teshuvah 6:3
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14. Radak to Shemuel | 2:25
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15. Ralbag to Shemuel | 2:25
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16. Niddah 70b
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