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1. David J. A. Clines, The Image of G-d in Man } PrTHIpRASH
Humankind is the one godlike creature in all the created order. Its nature is not understood if it is viewed merely as the
most highly developed of the animals, with whom it shares the earth, nor is it perceived if it is seen as an infinitesimal
being dwarfed by the enormous magnitude of the universe. By the concept of the image of G-d, Genesis affirms the
dignity and worth of humanity, and elevates all humans—not just kings or nobles—to the highest status conceivable,
short of complete divinization.

How are we created in the “image of Gd"2
2. Bereishit 1:26-27, per Rashi’s commentary — Designated by Gd
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And Gd said: Let Us make Man in the image and form [tzelem and demui We have designed... And Gd created Man
in His image, in the image created by Gd He created him, male and female He created them.

3. Rabbi Meir Leibush “Malbim” (19th century Romania), Commentary to Bereishit 2:7 — Free Will
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He has the power of free choice, for thus he was created in the image of Gd, as it is written, “Let Us make Man in Our
image.” And so the other powers of his spirit that are higher than those of other creatures...

4. Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin (18 century Lithuania), Nefesh haChaim 1:1-3 - Power
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The words tzelem and demut are not as they sound, for Isaiah 40:18 explicitly says, “What demut [image] could you
compare to Him2” Rather, it means a comparison to something ...
The meaning of the Name Elokim is known; it means that He is the master of all powers... Like when He created all of
the worlds, He created and brought them into existence, something from nothing... Gd created Man and empowered
him over myriads of myriads, innumerable forces and worlds. He gave them into the hands of Man, to lead them via
the details of his actions, speech and thought...

5. Rabbi Moshe Cordovero (16t century Israel), Tomer Devorah 1 - Attributes
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The essence of the higher fzelem and demutis His actions.

6. Devarim 28:9
.. D72 N
You shall walk in His ways...

7. Talmud, Shabbat 133b
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Resemble Gd. Just as Gd is generous and merciful, so you ought to be generous and merciful...

8. Rabbi Moshe Cordovero (16 century Israel), Tomer Devorah 1
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Man is suited to resemble his Creator, and then he achieves the secret of the higher form, tzelem and demut. If he were
to resemble physically, but not in his actions, he would be making the form into a lie. They would say of him, “This is a
pleasant form, but ugly deeds.” The essence of the higher tzelem and demutis in His actions, and of what good s it to
be like the higher form, the form of His “limbs”, and to not resemble his Creator in his actions?
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How Gd forgives

9. Michah 7:18-20
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Who is powerful like You, Who pardons iniquity and overlooks transgression for the remnant of His heritage2 He does

not maintain His wrath forever, for He desires kindness. He will once again show us mercy, He will suppress our

iniquities. You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. Grant truth to Jacob, kindness to Abraham, as You swore

to our forefathers in days of old.

10. Rabbi Moshe Cordovero (16t century Israel), Tomer Devorah 1:1
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No one ever sinned against Gd without Gd, at that very instant, flowing into him his existence and his ability to move

his limbs. Even though this person sins with that force, Gd does not withhold it at all. Gd endures this shame...

11.Ramban (13! century Spain), Commentary to Devarim 7:8
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The choicest kind of beloved is the one who is known to endure his beloved, no matter what will come upon him from

him. Israel is more suited to this than any nation, as Beitzah 25b says, “There are three who are az - Israel among the

nations.” For they will stand for Him in their tests. “Either Jew, or crucified!”

12. Rabbi Shlomo Eidels (Maharsha, 16t century Poland) to Talmud, Beitzah 25b
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[T]he boldness mentioned here is not strength, but standing firm at their word, and not recanting for anyone.

13. Talmud, Bava Metzia 32b
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One who could unburden his friend's animal or load his foe's animal is instructed to help his foe, to control his spirit.

14.Rabbi Moshe Cordovero (16t century Israel), Tomer Devorah 1:2
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A person never sins without creating a destructive force, as Avot 4 teaches, “One who performs a single transgression
acquires a prosecutor for himself.” That prosecutor stands before Gd and says, “So-and-so created me.” And nothing
exists without Divine support — so this destructive force exists before Gd, and how does it survive? Logically, Gd should
say, “l don't nourish destructive forces! Let it go to its creator and be supported from him!” And the destructive force
would descend immediately and take his life... But Gd does not do this, but He bears and endures this sin. Just as He
supports the entire world, so He supports this destructive force...

15. Rabbi Moshe Cordovero (16t century Israel), Tomer Devorah 1:3
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Forgiveness comes not via proxy, but via Gd directly... This is “He forgives sin”, He sends the cleansing water and
forgives and washes away the sin. This is exactly what a human must resemble — not to say, “Should | repair what So-
and-so sinned or destroyed?” He should not say that, for a person sins and Gd Himself, not via agent, fixes that which
he corrupted, and washes away the filth of his sin.



