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Chanah's Prayer: How Aggressive is Too Aggressive? o
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1. The backstory Shemuel | 1:3-8

2. Rabbi Yaakov Zvi Mecklenburg, HaKtav v'haKabbalah to Bamidbar 28:4
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Megilah 28a says, “’If it says ‘the lamb’, why does it say ‘one’? ‘One’ — the special one from its flock.” Meaning: The
text altered its language, saying ‘the lamb” with a Ae/ but echad without a hei, and in truth, both should have a 4e/, as
seen in Shemot 29:39. An example of this is seen in Shemuel | 1, “The name of achatwas Chanah, and the name of
hasheinit was Peninah.” It should have said Aa’achat, as the language is throughout scripture... It said achat without a
hei at the start, to sunder their joining, teaching that [Chanah] held greater status and was special among his wives, for

he loved Chanah.

3. Talmud, Berachot 31b-32a
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And Rabbi Elazar said: Chanah launched words heavenward, as Shemuel | 1:10 says, "And she prayed upon Gd" -
this teaches that she launched words heavenward.

4. The actual prayer Shemuel | 1:10-11

A Role Model
5. Talmud, Berachot 31a
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Rav Hemnuna said: How many mighty laws we can learn from the verses of Chanah!
e "Chanah spoke upon her heart" — we see that one who prays must focus his heart.
e "Only her lips moved" — we see that one who prays must form [words] with his lips.
e "Her voice was not heard" — we see that one may not elevate his voice in prayer.

6. Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin, Nefesh haChaim 2:12
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Even though she was personally of bitter spirit, still, she cast away her pain, and she was not moved to pray regarding

this at all. Rather, she launched her prayer before Gd for the celestial pain caused by her own pain.

Was Chanah’s Prayer Aggressive?
7. "Of bitter spirit” Shoftim 18:25; Shemuel | 22:2; Shemuel | 30:6; Shemuel Il 17:8

8. Midrash Shemuel 2:1
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“I am Hashem your Gd, who brought you up from Egypt; broaden your mouth, and | will fill it.” Rabbi Chaggai cited

Rabbi Yitzchak: We do not ask for poverty in a place of wealth, and so Chanah leapt to vows, as in 1:11.

9. Rabbi Yechezkel Landau, Tzlach to Berachot 31b
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And it appears to me that when she said “upon Gd”, it meant that children do not depend on merit, but on mazal (Moed
Katan 28b). Gd forbid, this does not mean that Gd lacks the ability to overpower mazal. Rather, it means that this
requires great merit, like Avraham to whom Gd said, “Leave your astrology” and the like, via great merit. She said, “If,
Gd forbid, You will not answer my prayer, people will say, Gd forbid, that it is for lack of capacity, as though You had
made it entirely subject to mazal, as though, Gd forbid, it was above Your capacity.” This is how she launched words
heavenward.

10. Talmud, Berachot 31b
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Chanah said before Gd, “Master of the Universe! Of all of the multitudes of multitudes You created in Your world, would
it be difficult in Your eyes to give me one child2” To what may this be compared? To a human king who made a feast
for his servants, and a pauper came to the door and said, “Give me one morsel,” and they did not pay attention to him.
He pushed his way in to the king and said, “My master the king! From the entire meal you made, would it be difficult
in your eyes fo give me one morsel2”

11.Talmud, Berachot 31b
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Im ra’oh tireh —Rabbi Elazar said: Chanah said before Gd: Master of the Universe! If You will see — good. If not, then

You will seel | will go seclude myself [with a male] before my husband Elkanah, and since | will be secluded they will

give me the sotah water. You will not show Your Torah to be a lie; it says, “And she will be exonerated, and she will

conceive! (Bamidbar 5:28)"

Judaism and Aggressive Tefillah: A mixed track record
12. Positively received Shoftim 6:14, Chavakuk 1:2

13. Not-positively received Tehillim 60:12 (re-interpreted); Melachim | 19; Yonah 4

14. Talmud, Gittin 57a
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Bar Daroma’s mouth caused him to stumble, saying, “Have You not abandoned us, Gd, and You, Gd, do not go out
with our armies.” David also said this! David was expressing shock.

15. Talmud Yerushalmi, Taanit 2:1
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“And they wrapped themselves in sacks, man and beast, and they called to Gd mightily” — What is “mightily”2 Rabbi

Shimon ben Chalfuta said: The one with chutzpah defeats the kosher — certainly in order to benefit the world!

16.Talmud, Berachot 31b-32a
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And Rabbi Elazar said: Moshe launched words heavenward, as Bamidbar 11:2 says, "And Moshe prayed to Gd" -
read it not as "to Gd" but as "upon Gd." Rabbi Yannai's yeshiva taught it from Devarim 1:1, "271 1" — Moshe said
before Gd, "Master of the universe! The silver and gold You flowed upon the Jews until they said >7 [enough] is what
caused them to create the calf!



17. Mishnah Taanit 3:8
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Shimon ben Shetach sent to him: If you were not Choni, | would excommunicate you! But what can | do for you, for you

sin before Gd and He does your will, like a son who sins against his father and yet the father performs his will.

18.Ramban (13 century Spain), Challenges to Rambam’s Sefer haMitzvot, Aseh #5
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And if the exegesis of prayer has a biblical root, we will count it in the Rambam’s count and say that it is a mitzvah, in

a time of troubles, to believe that Gd hears prayer and saves from troubles through prayer and crying out.

19.The rage of lyov  lyov 16:9 vs. lyov 42:7

20. Tosafot (12th-14th centuries, Western Europe) to Rosh HaShanah 17b wx
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It did not ask here from lyov 42, “And Gd showed favour to lyov” and “For | will show favour to him,” because there
Gd displayed mercy due to his righteousness.

21.The loyal opposition lyov 13:15-16, Bereishit 18:25

22.Talmud, Berachot 31b
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“And she vowed and said: Hashem, Lord of Multitudes” — Rabbi Elazar said: From the time Gd created His world, no
one called Gd “Lord of Multitudes” until Chanah came and called Him “Lord of Multitudes”.

23. Pouring out her heart to Gd Shemuel | 1:14-15

24.The Shofar Bamidbar 23:21; Amos 3:6; Yirmiyahu 4:19



