HaKtav V'HaKabbalah: The Writing On The Stones
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1. Ibn Ezra [1089 - 1167, Spain], Devarim 27:1 [mg.alhatorah.org Translation]
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observe the entire commandment, namely, to erect for you stones which much be large enough to contain the entire Torah (Sa'adya Gaon, of
blessed memory, proposed the attractive hypothesis that the stones contained only an enumeration of the commandments such as is found in
the codes of law, as a kind of public notice).

2. Ramban [1194 - 1270, Spain, Israel], Devarim 27:3
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We find in Sefer Tagi that the entire Torah, from Bereishit until Leinei Kal Yisrael, was written on them with crowns. From there, they
transcribed all the crowns in the Torah. It is possible that they were very large stones or it was miraculous.

3. R’ Levi ben Gershom [1288 - 1344, France], Ralbag to Yehoshua 8:31
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Behold it is explained in the Torah that they had already coated the stones in plaster in order to write clearly upon them. I think that what was
written was the portion of V'Zot HaBerachah and the curse that was read in this place as written in the Torah. This is why is stated that, “...he
read all the words of the Torah, the blessing and the curse.” This demonstrates that only these items were written there [on the stones].

4. R’ Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg [1785 - 1865, Germany, Russia], HaKtav V'HaKabbalah, Devarim 27:8
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Others state that this refers back to the section beginning, “On this day...” (Devarim 26:16). My wise son, Shmuel, explained that the word all |
3] can be seen here as meaning general principle [%%3] - that which includes a variety of different details. An example of this is, “And you are
to remember all of the commandments of G-d,” which according to the Sages is a reference to Shema since it contains acceptance of the yoke of
Heaven and the prohibition of idol worship...According to the simple meaning of the verse it is possible to explain that “all the words of this
Torah” means from Bereishit until Leinei kal Yisrael, as the commentators write. The terminology of “and you shall write on the stones” mirrors
that of, “and you shall write them on your doorposts. Just as there [regarding mezuzah] the writing isn't on the doorpost itself, but rather on
parchment which is affixed to the doorpost afterward. So too here, the entire Torah from Bereishit until Leinei kal Yisrael should be written on
parchment like a [typical] Sefer Torah and affixed to the stones afterward. However, the tradition of our Sages is decisive.

JPS Torah Commentary to Sefer Devarim, pg. 248 7'5” x 1107

3. inscribe upon them all the words of this Teaching. When cross over to enter the

The inscription also makes it clear that although these stones are placed near an
altar, they are not cultic pillars (matsevot) such as those forbi 22, A IR
The “Teaching” refers to part of Deuteronomy. At the least, it

framed by the instruction to ceremonially declare the consequences of obe
(11:29-30 and here). It may also include some of . ronomy’s intro
‘ ing blessings and curses (chaps. 1—11 and 28,
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5. R’ Yitzchak Abarbanel [1437 - 1508, Portugal, Spain, Italy], Devarim 1:1
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6. R’ Yitzchak Abarbanel [1437 - 1508, Portugal, Spain, Italy], ibid.
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7. R’ Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg [1785 - 1865, Germany, Russia], HaKtav V'HaKabbalah, Devarim 27:9
TV IRIMAY L, MIXHT 2112 270 (77 7)) 1AnNRIAY MY ik ialvMrlalahi ,0°727 90N "W P]7ﬂ 210 RAT IND 7R 27 (B)
109927 0”7 WY ,WOhw PPN XIT 700 10

8. R’ Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg [1785 - 1865, Germany, Russia], HaKtav V'HaKabbalah, Devarim 1:1
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9. R’ Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg [1785 - 1865, Germany, Russia], HaKtav V'HaKabbalah, Devarim 5:8
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