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Meeting on Violence in the Middle East/Ambassador Nikki Haley

May 15, 2018/https://usun.state.gov/remarks/8431




Today’s session was called to discuss the issue
of violence in the Middle East....But there is

a lot of violence throughout the region. And

| will note that the double standard is all

too common in this chamber, and working
overtime today. Last week, Iranian forces
attacked Israeli positions on the Golan Heights
by launching rockets from Syria. This was a
reckless provocation and escalation that must
be stopped. It is an example of regional violence
that should occupy our attention here in the
Security Council. Also last week, Iranian proxy
forces in Yemen launched missiles into Saudi

Arabia. It was not the first time they have done it.

This too is regional violence that should occupy
our attention here in the Security Council. In
recent days, Hamas terrorists, backed by Iran,
have incited attacks against Israeli security
forces and infrastructure. That is violence that
should occupy our attention, too... However,

in the minds of some, today’s meeting was

not called to discuss any of those examples of
violence in the Middle East.
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As | conclude, | want to take a moment to mark the 70th anniversary of Israel’s independence.

In this United Nations Security Council, on behalf of the American people, | congratulate our
friends in Israel on the remarkable achievement of 70 years of independence. From humble and
desperate beginnings, a proud people have realized the Prophet Isaiah’s vision of a light unto the
nations. May the next 70 years be ones of strength, of hope, and of peace.
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How Halakhah Changes: From Nahiem to the “Tisha be-Av Kumzitz"/

Chaim Saiman/ July 2017 ,31

...Around the mid-2000s, technology enabled day-
long lectures/shiurim/seminars on kinnot and related
themes to be webcast into homes and synagogues across the
country. One of the most successful exemplars...
led by Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter. Following Rabbi
Soloveitchik’s model, Rabbi Schacter begins the
presentation at 9.15 am with a sophisticated,
two—-hour source-based exploration of central
Tisha be-Av themes. The program then continues
with kinnot until its conclusion at 5 pm. While
people sit on the floor and the kinnot are recited in
the traditional tune, the overall feel is a far cry (or
lack thereof) from the classic kinnot service.

The program has a clear intellectual focus (in
2016, the source pack ran over 70 pages),

and Rabbi Schacter emphasizes the historical,
conceptual, and theological ideas that emerge
from these obscure liturgical texts.
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...Traditionally, people sat on the
synagogue floor until midday re-
citing ...kinnot in a low, dirge-like
tune. with little embellishment

or explanation. Few had any idea
what these poems meant, such
that sitting uncomfortably on the
floor in a darkened room did most
of the work.
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The gathering at the Kotel has publicized and popularized
another new tradition ...the “Tisha be-Av kumzitz.” (Let that
phrase sink in for a moment.) This involves people either sit-
ting on the floor or standing and swaying together at the Ko-
tel plaza while singing soulful Jewish songs—a practice com-
mon to periods of intense spiritual focus, but not classically

associated with Tisha be-Av. ...culminating in the final hours of
the fast.
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