YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

The First Exile TORAH MITZION
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com | hetioam

— |

The First Exile
1. Metzudat David to Yehoshua 17:1
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“Warrior” — He chose to dwell on the other side of the Jordan, on the border, in danger, to display his might to the
idolaters. Therefore he received Gilad and Bashan.

2. Netziv, Haamek Davar to Devarim 3:16
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He tried to plant among them Torah giants who would illuminate the dark lands with the light of their Torah, as is written
(Shoftim 5:14), “From Machir descended law-givers”...

3. Radak, Yehoshua 17:1
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Because Menasheh was the firstborn of Yosef, and Machir was his firstborn, and he was a warrior, this caused him to
receive his portion in the land of Gilad. Gad and Reuven requested that land because they had great cattle and it was
land for cattle, but the half of Menasheh did not have. It was only because of the might of Machir, who conquered the
land. He received this blessing because his father was the firstborn of Yosef, and he was also a firstborn.

4. Rabbi Ben Zion Firer, Midei Shabbat b’Shabbato, Matot
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Moshe hoped that tribal brotherhood would drive them to come help their brothers, members of their tribe, in Canaan,
and they would draw Reuven and Gad with them.

5. Divrei haYamim | 5:18-26
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6. Talmud, Erchin 32b
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When Reuven, Gad and half of Menasheh were exiled, yove/halted, as Vayikra 25:10 says, "And you shall proclaim
liberty in the land for all of her inhabitants" — when all of her inhabitants are there, and not when some of them have
been exiled.

7. Divrei haYamim | 5:3-10
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Why were they exiled first?

8. Midrash Tanchuma, Matot 5
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9. Talmud, Bava Batra 56a
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Rav Yehudah cited Shemuel: All that Gd showed Moshe requires tithing. As opposed to what?... Rabbi Yehudah said:
Mount Seir, Amon and Moav.

10. Midrash, Sifra Behar 1
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"When you enter" — | might think this was when they entered the eastern side of the Yarden? "To the land" - The
designated land...

11. Midrash, Sifri Devarim 299
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"To give to us"... Rabbi Shimon said: Excluding the eastern side of the Yarden, which you took independently.

Maaseh avot siman labanim

12. Midrash Tanchuma, Vayera 43
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The early ones were tested by Gd, as it is written, 'And Gd tested Avraham,' and regarding the generation of the

wilderness, 'That | might test him, to see whether he will follow My Torah or not,' and, 'To oppress you and to test you.'

But the later ones were tested by the nations, as in, 'These are the nations Gd left to test Israel.'

13. Midrash Tanchuma, Vayera 22
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'On the third day' - If the path was short, why did it take three days?2 When the yetzer hara saw that they didn't listen

to him, he became a great river before them. Avraham descended into the water to his knees, and told his servants,

'Come after me.' They descended after him...

14.Talmud, Pesachim 8b
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Rabbi Ami said: One who has land ascends for the holiday; one who has no land does not ascend for the holiday.

15. Rashi, Vayikra 23:36
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"It is an afzeref — | kept you with Me, like a king who invited his sons for a feast of a certain length, and then, when the

time came for them to leave he said, 'My children, please stay with me for another day; your departure is hard for me."'

Today

16. Talmud, Ketuvot 111a
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Ulla regularly travelled to Israel, but he died outside Israel. When they told Rabbi Elazar, he said, 'You, Ulla, will die

on famei s0il2!"' They then told Rabbi Elazar, 'The casket has arrived.' He said to them, 'There is no comparison between

being absorbed while alive and being absorbed posthumously.'

17.Rabbi Yehudah halevi, Kuzari 5:26-27

The Khazar king asked: Since you believe in all you have mentioned, Gd knows what is hidden in your heart and Gd
desires the heart, He knows the hidden things and reveals that which is secret [and you need not act on these desires]!
The Jew replied: This is true when action is impossible, but a person is situated between his desires and his deeds, and
he is guilty if he does not convert his visible desire into visible proper action.



