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12:27-43 Dedication of the Wall of Jerusalem (continued) ‘
1. Rashi to Nechemiah 12:30
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“And the gates and the wall” — So that there would be no impurity in the city.

2. Malbim to Nechemiah 12:31
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One could explain that they actually walked on the wall, and one could explain beside the wall, like “And beside him

was the tribe of Menasheh”. In truth, Ritva was unsure of this in his commentary to the first chapter of Shevuot, and he

wanted to prove that they walked on the wall in order to consecrate the windows and width of the wall...

3. Talmud, Shevuot 15a
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The two fodah offerings they mentioned were their bread, not their meat. How do we know this2 Rav Chisda cited a
verse, “And | established two great fodot, etc.” What does “great” mean? If it means physically large, say “bulls”! And
if it means “the largest of their kind,” is there significance to this before Gd?

4. lbn Ezra to Nechemiah 12:31
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Two fodot - they are called this because they are set up to thank Gd, and they sing the song of the fodah.

5. Malbim to Nechemiah 12:31
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And [our Sages] received that the two fodotwalked beside each other or in sequence, and one was eaten and one was
burned. At first glance, the literal explanation of the text contradicts the tradition, for in the text it is clear that half the
group went from left to right and half the group went right to left. And | have already explained well in Chapter 3 that
Nechemiah’s house was in Shaar haGai in the middle of the western side, and from there they commenced walking.
Half the group walked right, to Shaar ha’Ashpot to the steps of /r David to the southwest edge, and from there they
walked the entire south side, west to east, and they came to Shaar haMayim in the southeast... And those who walked
from right to left walked from Shaar haGaito Migdal Tanurim on the northwest, and from there they walked from west
to east along the north side... And the two met in the east, at Shaar haMatarah. This is obvious in the literal text, and
one can explain it in no other way, and our Sages also explained the simple read of the text in this way. In truth, they
divided the two fodot, as each had ten loaves [of chametz], and they took five loaves from each fodah and made the
circuit to the right along the south, and they also took five loaves from each fodah and made the circuit to the north,
such that they used two fodot for each circuit...

12:44-47 Tax Collection for Kohanim and Levites
6. Metzudat David to Nechemiah 12:44
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For the joy of Judea upon the kohanim and Levites who performed their tasks was great, and so they set their hearts to
be careful regarding the gifts that would be appropriate for them, to establish officers.

7. Ralbag to Nechemiah 12:44
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Nechemiah wished the portions of the Levites brought there as well, so that the Levites would be available for their

service in the Beit haMikdash, and they would not need to wander the cities to take their tithes.

Outline of Chapter 13

13:1-3 Intermarriage

13:4-9 Toviah infiltrates the Temple, but Nechemiah returns

13:10-13 Reinstating the Tithes

13:14 Self-congratulation for restoring the Temple

13:15-22 Protection of Shabbat

13:23-28 Intermarriage

13:29-31 Self-congratulation for restoring the work and purity of the tribe of Levi
13:1-3 Intermarriage

8. The original Devarim 23:4-7

9. Metzudat David to Nechemiah 13:1
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On the day they consecrated the wall.

10. Rabbi Yehudah Halevi, Kuzari 3:63
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And so he did not record of Ezra and Nechemiah other than that which was publicly known. The day of making the
Succah was well-known, as the nation was energized and they ascended to the mountains... And when it said “It was
found recorded,” meaning the masses heard and they were energized to make succot... And the text wished to magnify
what happened that day, as it did for the day when the Amonites and Moabites were divorced, because it was the day
of a great deed, for the nation to divorce their [non-Jewish] wives...

11. Malbim to Nechemiah 13:1
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This was on the day it would mention below, when he cast out Toviah's property, as he was also an Ammonite, and he
was married into the families of the nation’s nobles, as recorded n 6:18...

12. Rabbi Avraham bar Natan, Responsa of Raavan 34
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Even one who does not deduce from juxtapositions in the entire Torah does deduce in Mishneh Torah. This is because

the entire Torah was said from the mouth of Gd, and there is no precession or succession. Moshe arranged Mishneh

Torah, paragraph after paragraph, and he arranged them in order that lessons be deduced.

13. Malbim to Nechemiah 13:3
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And even though we now say that the nations were mixed up, and whoever emerges from the group is assumed to be
from the majority as stated by Rabbi Yehoshua (Yadayim) and brought in Berachot (28), one could say that some
Ammonites were still known by their lineage.

13:4-9 Toviah infiltrates the Temple, but Nechemiah returns

14. Malbim to Nechemiah 13:4
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It explained why they read from Mishneh Torah that day, because Elyashiv the Kohen had his office close to the office

of Toviah, for he had made for Toviah a great office beside his office, and there in that office they had given the gifts,

efc. And at that time they no longer gave the tithes, and the office was empty, and the Kohen let Toviah reside there.

15. Malbim to Nechemiah 13:8
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And because the relatives of Toviah and the nobles challenged Nechemiah on this, he commanded to read from the
Torah, and to show them that Toviah was prohibited from marrying into the community.

16.lbn Ezra to Nechemiah 13:5
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“And he made for him a great office” - Elyashiv was the one who made it for Toviah, and in Toviah'’s office they would
place the items mentioned.

17. Malbim to Nechemiah 13:6
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For the king had summoned him, commanding him to remain with him for a term, and after the term ended | was asked
from the king, meaning | requested his permission to return...



