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Introduction '
1. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 50:1
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Why has this exile been so long? Is it because the Divine decree was harsh and irrevocable, so that the repentance of
generations and their righteousness was ineffective, such that the cause for the length of the exile was the desire and
decree of Gd2 Or was it the laziness of the prophets, who did not educate the nation and teach them to return to Gd?

2. Outline
50:1-3 Gd has not given up on you; don’t give up on Gd
5:4-9 | am your prophet, and | am willing to do anything to reach you
5:10-11 You should trust Gd; your failure to do this will destroy you
50:1-3 Gd has not given up on you; don't give up on Gd
3. Gd's relationship with the Jews

e Owner Vayikra 25:35

e Parent Shemot 4:22

e Spouse Devarim 26:17-18

4. Problem Jeremiah 3:8

5. lbn Ezra to Yeshayah 50:1
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Jeremiah spoke of the Kingdom of Israel, which would never rise... and Yeshayah spoke of the Davidic empire, from
which Mashiach would come.

6. Radak to Yeshayah 50:1
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And we could also explain that since the ten tribes did not return when the Babylonian exile returned, and further, when

they were exiled they never left the place of their exile and the exile lasted for a very long time, it is as though the bill

of separation was given to them. The Judeans returned to their land after 70 years, and lived in their land for 420 years.

7. Talmud, Yevamot 16b-17a
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Rav Yehudah cited Rav Asi: An idolater who weds a woman today — we are concerned for his marriage, as he may be
from the ten tribes...
When | reported this to Shemuel, he said: They [the sages] did not budge from there until they made them full idolaters,
as Hosheia 5:7 says, "They betrayed Gd, for they produced foreign children."

8. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 50:3
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To me, it seems more correct to explain that the prophet Yeshayah spoke of the nation as a whole...

And one could also explain these texts in another way... Read the text of the get| gave your mother, the nation, and

see if it is total, or conditional...



9. Talmud, Pesachim 87a-b
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Gd said to Hosheia, “Your children have sinned.” Hosheia should have replied, “They are Your children, the children

of Your beloved, the children of Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, bring Your mercy upon them!” But not only did he fail

to say this, but he said, “Master of the Universe, the whole world is Yours — Trade them for another nation!”

HaShem said, ‘What will | do for this old man? | will tell him, “Take a zonah and create children of z7ut” and then |

will tell him, “Send her from before you.” If he can send, then | will send Israel away...

10.No sale?  Judges 3:8, 4:2; Psalms 44:13

11. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 50:1
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Did you think | chose the Chaldeans, Babylonians and Romans, and gave you to one of these nations as a gift, payment

for their labour? It is not so; | have not rejected My nation, and | have not given them to another nation...

12.Talmud, Sanhedrin 105a
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5:49 | am your prophet, and | am willing to do anything to reach you
13. A rough trade Jeremiah 20:2, 38:6; Amos 7:10-13

14.Radak to Yeshayah 50:4
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15. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 50:4
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16. Abarbanel, Maayanei HaYeshuah, Maayan 6 Tamar 1
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Perhaps 'his sleep was upon him' testified to the time of the dream, after deep sleep had passed. True dreams, as

science has explained, do not come at the start of sleep, with the rising of vapours from food in the stomach toward the

brain; they come in the morning watch, after those vapours settle. 'His sleep was upon him," after his sleep.

17. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 7:3
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18. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 10:2
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19. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 50:8
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