6/5/2018

Pray Tell: Hallel Chapter 117 | Sefaria Source Sheet Builder

Pray Tell: Hallel Chapter 117

Source Sheet by Rabbi Federgrun

Vancouver Torah Learning Centre

Psalms 117

(1) Praise the LORD, all you nations;
extol Him, all you peoples, (2) for great
is His steadfast love toward us; the
faithfulness of the LORD endures
forever. Hallelujah.

Haamek Davar on Exodus 33:7:2

And anyone that seeks out Hashem.
This even applies to the Gentiles, and
certainly to the Jewish people even if the
Hashem's presence does not rest with
them. Nevertheless, the Gentiles were
able to go to the Holy Temple, a place
that was designated for the dwelling of
Hashem. This is why it says- for any
seeker of Hashem can go to the tent of
Moshe.

Pesachim 118b

Rav Kahana said: When Rabbi
Yishmael, son of Rabbi Yosei, fell ill,
Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi sent a message
to him: Tell us two or three matters
that you said to us, citing your father.
He sent back to him: My father said as
follows: What is the meaning of that
which is written: “Praise the Lord, all
you nations...? What are the nations of
the world doing by praising God for His
great mercies toward Israel? Rabbi Yosei
explained: Rather, this is what the verse
is saying: “Praise the Lord, all you
nations” for the mighty acts and the
wonders that God performed before
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their eyes. All the more so we, the
recipients of these acts, should praise
and thank Him, as His mercy is great
toward us.

Rashbam on Pesachim 118b

What are the nations of the world doing-
to praise Hashem because if it is for the
kidness that Hashem does to us then it is
for us to praise Hashem?

On the mighty acts and wonders- that
we see that Hashem does in the world,
and certainly for the Jewish people there
is even a greater amount of kindness
more than any other nation.

Rashi on Pesachim 118b

What are the nations doing- to praise if it
is about the kindness that Hashem did
for us that we should praise?

On the mighty acts and wonders- that
they saw Hashem do for us

Haamek Davar on Exodus 34:6:2

And of much kindness and truth- much
is going on both the kindness and the
truth. This is not possible by man who is
either mostly kind or mostly exacting.
But, Hashem can be both, and his ways
are beyond ours. This is the idea in the
verse: Praise the LORD, all you nations;
extol Him, all you peoples for great is
His steadfast love toward us; the
faithfulness of the LORD endures
forever. The praise is not that Hashem
provided kindness to the Jewish people.
Rather, even though Hashem provided
kindness to the Jewish people,
nevertheless, Hashem is always
exacting. And, this is why the Gentiles
many times are stronger than Jews.
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