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Pesachim 116a

MISHNA: The attendants poured the
second cup for the leader of the seder,
and here the son asks his father the
questions about the differences between
Passover night and a regular night. And
if the son does not have the intelligence
to ask questions on his own, his father
teaches him the questions. The mishna
lists the questions: Why is this night
different from all other nights? As on
all other nights we eat leavened bread
and matza as preferred; on this night all
our bread is matza. As on all other
nights we eat other vegetables; on this
night we eat bitter herbs. The mishna
continues its list of the questions. When
the Temple was standing one would ask:
As on all other nights we eat either
roasted, stewed, or cooked meat, but
on this night all the meat is the roasted
meat of the Paschal lamb. The final
question was asked even after the
destruction of the Temple: As on all
other nights we dip the vegetables in a
liquid during the meal only once;
however, on this night we dip twice.

Pesachim 116a

GEMARA: The Sages taught: If his
son is wise and knows how to inquire,
his son asks him. And if he is not wise,
his wife asks him. And if even his wife
is not capable of asking or if he has no
wife, he asks himself. And even if two
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Torah scholars who know the halakhot
of Passover are sitting together and
there is no one else present to pose the
questions, they ask each other.

Pesachim 115b

The Gemara asks: Why does one
remove the table? The school of Rabbi
Yannai say: So that the children will
notice that something is unusual and
they will ask: Why is this night different
from all other nights? The Gemara
relates: Abaye was sitting before
Rabba when he was still a child. He
saw that they were removing the table
from before him, and he said to those
removing it: We have not yet eaten,
and you are taking the table away
from us? Rabba said to him: You have
exempted us from reciting the
questions of: Why is this night different
[ma nishtanal], as you have already
asked what is special about the seder
night.

Rashbam on Pesachim 115b

You have exempted us from saying the
Ma Nishtanah- As it says in a Braisa
later on- if his son is wise, then the son
asks. If not, then he asks himself the Ma
Nishtanah. And, since he asked us how
tonight is different- we no longer have
to say the Mah Nishtanah, and we just
respond that we do all of these things
because we were slaves in Egypt.

Tosafot on Pesachim 115b

So that the child will ask- it is as if by
asking this he will come to ask more
questions. However if he only asks the
one question about removing the table,
he is still not exempt from the Mah
Nishtanah(four questions).
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