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W];ﬂe the festivals celebrate events that happened
in time, the date of the month assigned for each fes-  The Sabbath- Abraham Joshua Heschel pg. 10 (15

tival in the calendar is determined by the life in
nature. Passover and the Feast of Booths, for example, The meaning of the Sabbath is to celebrate time
coincide with the full moon, and the date of all fes- rather than space. Six days a week we live under the
tivals is a day in the month, and the month is a reflec- tyranny of things of space; on the Sabbath we try to

tion of what goes on periodically in the realm of na- li e e hich
tuve, sinos the Jewish month begins with the new moon, become attuned to holiness in time. It is a day on whic

with the reappearance of the lunar crescent in the we are called upon to share in what is eternal in time,
evening sky.® In contrast, the Sabbath is entirely in- to turn from the results of creation to the mystery of
depndpet of tha saooth and mivaiatel to;the oo™ creation; from the world of creation to the creation of

Its date is not determined by any event in nature, such
as the new moon, but by the act of creation. Thus the
essence of the Sabbath is completely detached from
the world of space.

the world.




