Shemuel, Week 1: Introduction
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - forczyner@torontotorah.com
The Layers of the Book of Shemuel
1. Talmud, Bava Batra 14b

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY
TORAH MIiTZION
BEIT MIDRASH

NI VO 7DD AN HRINW
Shemuel wrote his book, Shoftim and Ruth.

2. Sets of Four (Prof. Yehudah Kil, Daat Mikra)

e Four generations Eli, Shemuel, Shaul, David
e Four Temples Shiloh, Nov, Givon, Yerushalayim
e Four kohanim gedolim Eli, Achimelech, Evyatar, Tzadok
e Four kings Shaul, Ish Boshet, David, Avshalom
e Four prophets Ish Elokim, Shemuel, Gad, Natan
3. Prof. Yehudah Kil, Daat Mikra outline
1-8 Eli and Shemuel Il 2-4 The House of Shaul and the House of David
[ 9-12 Shemuel and Shaul Il 5-8 David, Melech Yisrael
113-14 Shaul haMelech takes control I 920  Sin, Punishment, Repentance
1 15:1-18:5  Shaul haMelech loses control 12124 The Deeds of Dovid haMelech

| 18:6-20 Shaul haMelech pursues David
| 21-28:2 David the Fugitive
128:3 111  The End of Shaul

4. Moshe Halbertal and Stephen Holmes, 7he Beginning of Politics, Introduction

The literary qualities of the Book of Samuel are rightfully considered among the supreme achievements of biblical
literature. It is no exaggeration to say that the author of Samuel produced what is still the best book ever written in the
Hebrew language. But alongside his genius as a storyteller, this anonymous author was also an uncannily astute observer
of politics and the complexities of power. What makes his book not only a literary masterpiece but also a profound
work of political thought is the way in which the beautifully crafted narratives cut to the core of human politics, bringing
into relief deep structural themes that transcend the particular events and fates of the book’s main protagonists and that
remain resonant wherever and whenever political power is at stake.

5. Don Isaac Abarbanel, Introduction to Shemuel
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To me, this book was not called “Shemuel” because he wrote it, but for two other reasons. First: The content of the book,
its stories and lessons all associate with Shemuel the Prophet. Granted that the affairs of Shaul and David, kings of
Israel, are also included, but because they were anointed by Shemuel they were his creations. It is as though all of their
stories and deeds should be associated with Shemuel... And second, for as | already mentioned in the introduction to
the Book of Joshua, logically, the stories of Eli and Shemuel, Judges of Israel, should have been included in the Book of
Judges, and the affairs of Shaul and David should have been included in the Book of Kings, but this book itself is
dedicated to the stature of the most complete and holy of the judges, Shemuel the Prophet, and the completeness of the
most elevated king, David, servant of Gd. To tell about Shemuel, it needed to tell about Eli the judge, who preceded
him, as well... And since Shemuel and David were the essential goal of this book, and it was right that it take its name
from only one of them, not both, for a book does not have two names, our Sages saw that it would be more fitting for
this book to be named for Shemuel than for David, due to his holiness... his piety... his prophecy...



6. Don Isaac Abarbanel, Introduction to Shemuel
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| will say that the prophet intended to mention David's affairs and recorded deeds, not with the goal of simple storytelling
as in books of chronicles... But for the purpose of teaching the service of Gd. Therefore, although the stories included
have many purposes, all of them may be included in four categories: Telling of his completeness; Telling of his sins;
Telling of Gd's kindness and miracles performed for him; and Telling of the punishments with which Gd punished him...

7. Prof. Yehudah Kil, Daat Mikra Shemuel, pg. 48-49
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There are two aspects to the nation’s history. One aspect is history, the plane on which the nation’s patriarchs and
figures act, and their deeds can be analyzed for cause and effect. The second aspect — the parahistorical (meta-
historical), Divine, which sees and joins the ‘end” with the ‘beginning’...
A good example... is the story of Amnon and Avshalom. In the entire passage, David’s passive stance is visible, as he
feels the sin beating in his heart, and the knowledge of the punishment he must bear to cleanse it (Shemuel Il 12:10-11)
Despite this, the stories that are told have comprehensible causes, and they unfold in a manner that is natural and
logical... Still, it appears that David himself causes, unknowingly, all of the evils and catastrophes. He is the one who
tells Tamar to go to Amnon'’s house, the place where she will be raped. He is the one who tells Amnon to go to Avshalom,
who will kill him. And he is the one who tells Yoav to bring Avshalom — the same Yoav who will kill Avshalom, against
David’s will. David brings the punishment upon himself, as had been decreed.

Joining Shoftim and Shemuel

8. Ralbag to Shemuel | 1:1

SIWW TV 1A ... O%IDR 772 3 700 212 D202 IPDR YONIW 1 10 073 21907 TR 93295 2o TIRT 2905 YW 71905 77 10 A1

IR2W 7 137 KX 29K 772 3 M2 WOR AW MO0 AT AT? TR0 A3 LL2P9RT 1T 9V Raw n ATV on? N°2n YOI 120w a7n 2v1000
HRIWIH 17 OV 9917 A

It juxtaposed this story with the two preceding stories because each of these stories had destruction come due to a Levi

who lived on Mount Ephraim... And the two stories also matched in that the one who caused the destruction travelled

from Beit Lechem Yehudah... And it juxtaposed this with the story of a Levi who lived on Mount Ephraim, and from

whom came great benefit for Israel.

9. Rabbi Avraham Rikanati, Dxmw 990 matpn
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