Ezra/Nechemiah 52: Nechemiah 9:22-10:29 — Prayer and Pact %) R
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9:22-31 Prayer, Part 3: Israel: Divine Benevolence, Human Sin
1. lbn Ezra to Nechemiah 9:22
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[The pronoun] goes with “the nations”, meaning: You scattered them to the corners, and they fled before Israel.

2. Ralbag to Nechemiah 9:22

77°77 011 901 M2 AW WA T JAIRT 2O 2°0awTA M1527 1101 19K Mo %2 712 VM L3200 aXpPa ROw IRD% oMK ﬂPbTﬂ
on7% 02

And You separated them as a pe‘ah, meaning the extreme, the beginning. He pointed out that these empires had been

given fo the firstborn tribes — Reuven, Gad, and Menasheh, who was Yosef's firstborn, and Yosef was Rachel’s firstborn.

3. 9:26 Kings | 14:9, Isaiah 38:17, Ezekiel 23:35

9:32-37 Prayer, Part 4: The Current Situation

4. Talmud, Yoma 69b
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Why were they called the "Great Assembly"2 Because they restored the crown. Moshe said, "The powerful, the great,

the strong, the awesome." Yirmiyahu said, "Foreigners are croaking in His sanctuary — where is His awe2" And so he

did not say "awesome". Daniel said, "Foreigners are enslaving His children — where is His might2" And so he did not

say "mighty". Then the Great Assembly said, "Just the opposite — this is His might, that he conquers His nature, being

patient with the wicked. This is His awe, for without awe of Him, how could one nation survive among the nations2"

5. R’ Dov Zakheim, Nehemiah: Statesman and Sage, pp. 166-167

Some biblical scholars are puzzled by Ezra’s negative reference to a government known to have been a benevolent
power... In fact, however, the prayer was highly nuanced. It did not call for the overthrow of the Persian regime, and
indeed mentioned no Jewish leader by name. There is thus no focus for an alternative authority, which is often central
to a call for revolution and invariably the key to a revolt's success... The reference to foreign domination was meant
primarily as a spur fo penance rather than a call to arms.

Chapter 10: Messages and Themes

6. Prof. Mordechai Zer-Kavod, Daat Mikra, Introduction to Chapter 10
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The portion is linked with the preceding portion due to their shared theme, the covenant... The essence of the pact of

loyalty, its foundation, was in renewal of the covenant — which had been cast by previous generations “after their

bodies”... And parallel to what was said of the nation’s patriarch in the preceding portion, “And You found his heart

loyal to You, and You made the covenant with him,” our portion opens with the deeds of the descendants: And with all

of this, we make a pact...

7. What worked this time2 ~ Judges 10:10-16

8. Outline
e 10:1-29 List of participants in a national pact of Jewish observance
e 10:30-34 Contents of the pact of Jewish observance

e 10:3540 Casting lots for turns to bring particular korbanot and gifts to the Beit haMikdash



10:1-29 Let's make a deall Who's in?
Q. Rashi to Nechemiah 10:1

12 M0 PaRTY 13"2PnR 73AK 00710 1NN LY IR DRI VAT 70
And with all of this evil that has befallen us, we [still] make a pact of loyalty to Gd, to believe and trust Him.

10. Metzudat David to Nechemiah 10:1
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This refers to what was stated above, saying: Our ancestors had monarchy and bounty and yet they did not serve You.
We are slaves and in great trouble, and with all of this we still make a pact of loyalty...

11.R" Dov Zakheim, Nehemiah, pp. 169-171

Ezra ended his role in the spectacle after leading the people through emotional highs and lows, concluding with the
undeniable reality that the people were not sovereign in their own land, but rather were “slaves” to their Persian
overlords. Now it was Nehemiah’s turn. He proceeded to preside over one of the least known yet most critical
developments in Jewish political history since the fall of the Davidic dynasty, the destruction of the Temple, and the exile
to Babylonia. He did nothing less than introduce a new constitution, the first of its kind in Jewish history, and perhaps
the first of its kind anywhere.

A constitution is more than a code of law. It marks a commitment by a people to organize their governance according
to agreed-upon principles... [I]t went beyond imprecations to address a commitment to uphold very specific laws and
practices. Moreover, while the covenant certainly committed the people to the keeping of Torah generally, its explicit
list of obligations is noteworthy for its focus on the practicalities of supporting a functioning society...

The pledge has been called “the archetype of the modern legal constitution... that is, it contains a lengthy preamble
presenting the history of the nation.... and its aspirations... followed by a detailed listing of basic laws, ordinances, and
regulations required to give the covenant executive power. In addition to the Torah, which was defined as the accepted
basic law, there was a sequence of social and economic legislation appropriate to the time and, only thereafter, a list
of important persons setting their seals in the name of the people. By setting their seals, they pledged themselves to the
first written constitution in history, the beginning of the modern concept of law as a mutual agreement among free men.”
(Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz, Biblical Images, 1-2)

12. Midrash, Ruth Rabbah 4

JUR%W 7" T - 2UNAN 93 .PYARWw 72 a1 - DNAN OV 2N Y IR K 201,000 2Y IR 'R 2100
One text says “on the signed [sing]” and one says “on those who signed”. “On the signed” is the Court above. “On
those who signed” is the court below.

13. Malbim to Nechemiah 10:1
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Perhaps their way was that when a matter was executed for posterity, they wrote two scrolls, one open and one sealed,
like Jeremiah 32:11-14. They signed the open scroll inside, and on the sealed scroll they signed the outside, as our
Sages said, “A straight document has its witnesses inside; a tied document has its witnesses on the outside.”
The order of the signatures was Kohanim, then Levites, then Nobles. This was on the open scroll, but for the sealed scroll
they folded the signatures to the outside and so it was reversed, and the last was read first — first the Nobles, then the
Levites, then the Kohanim. This is the meaning of “And on the sealed,” meaning the sealed scroll, the order was “our
Nobles, our Levites, our Kohanim.”

14. Malbim to Nechemiah 10:2
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