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32 As for the cities of the Levites, the homes in the cities of their ancestral heritage, the Levites shall
have an eternal right of redemption. 3 And what one will buy from the Levites — a home that has
been sold or the city of its ancestral heritage — shall go out in the Jubilee year; for the homes of
the Levite cities, that is their ancestral heritage among the Children of Israel! 3 But the fields of the
open land of their cities may not be sold; for it is an eternal heritage for them.

If your brother becomes impoverished and his means falter in your proximity, you shfall
strengthen him — proselyte or resident — so that he can live with you. 36 Do not take from him
interest and increase; and you shall fear your God — and let your brother live with you. 3" Do not
give him your money for interest, and do not give your food for increase. 38 | am HASHEM, your God,
Who took you out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan, to be God unto you.
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In other societies charity has a bad name. Itis connected
with a cold, condescending attitude. Not so in Torah
“society. The Torah commands us to give whatever we give
with a friendly mien, with a good and cheerful heart, with
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35-38. Preventing poverty. Rambam rules that the highest
form of charity is to step in with help to prevent a person
from becoming poor. This includes offering him a loan or
employment, investing in his business, or any other form of
assistance that will avoid poverty. The basis for this principle
is the commandment in our passage: you shall strengthen
him (Hil. Matanos Aniyim 10:7). &
35. sy — If your brother becomes impoverished.
Your fellow Jew has begun to lose his money, but has not yet
become poor. It is your responsibility to slow his decline and
help him regain his prosperity. The verse refers to him as
71K, your brother, a more intimate term than Jnmy, your
fellow (literally, one of your people).

The teaching cited by Rashi is basic in the life of both the
individual and the nation. It is much harder for someone to
emerge from bankruptcy than for him to be helped before
his business fails. Nevertheless, as the later passages show,
no matter how low a person falls, his fellow Jews have the
responsibility to help him. So, too, in the history of the
nation. Though Israel has suffered countless reversals in its
history, none of them is cause for despair. When the national
destiny slides downward in one part of the world, Jews in
more secure places must step forward to help. And when all
seems to be lost, it never is. Just as God built worlds and
destroyed them, and built anew (Bereishis Rabbah 3:9), so
the Jewish nation has suffered appalling defeats, but always
starts agains and perseveres (R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik ).

® May... ey — In your proximity [lit., with you]... with you. The

verse stresses twice that you must regard his plight as with
you — not as something that is unrelated to your own
welfare. Both of these expressions bring home the impor-
tance of everyone feeling a responsibility to help him.

i3 npmm — You shall strengthen him. Do not wait until he
becomes poor. When a donkey’s load begins to slip from its
back, even one man can adjust it and keep the donkey from
falling. But once the animal has fallen, even five people
cannot get it back on its feet (Rashi; Sifra).
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feeling and with kindly, consoling words. If we give in a
surly manner, our face is taking-back what our hand has
given. In a classic epigram the Rabbis said: “Better togive
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a smile without milk than to give milk without a smile.”
If you cannot accede to-the request of the needy, do not
turn him away angrily. At least give him encouragement,
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show him your goodwill and that it grieves you not to be
able to help him. Never turn a destitute person away
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empty-handed, even if it is only a slice of bread that YOU
can give him.
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"o Itis good to give alms before or during the Daily Prayers.

(See chapter 65.) This is to emphasize that one cannot ace
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God without first caririé for one’s brother. .
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o Itis customary to vow to give tsedaka on being called up
to the Reading of the Torah (see chapter 65(9)). This honors
the Torah. (But see chapter 21.) ‘

o It is an accepted custom to give tsedaka in memory of
deﬁdft"éam};arents. If their memory spurs us on to good
works we are ehabling them to continue their good influ-

ence even after their passing, and this benefits themin the
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gives understanding care to him

that has been brought low; al- \‘ '2' 'ﬁ'm‘PD’ ..w.% E
though the Lord will [surely] de- N ‘
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their subject and 7 X 5un as the object. What is meant here is not that
the Lord will reward the %7 %% %°5wn for his altruism by aiding and delivering
him when evil days come upon him. On the contrary, it is the 97 9% Yown
that is addressed in winn and nosn. In all the three verses the object is o,
and what is described is not the reward of the %7 %X Yown, but the im-
portance and the effect of his acts of mercy.

97 is he who has been brought low by financial revcrxes or physical
illness, the invalid or the “impoverished man” (see Commentary to Exod.
23:3 and I Sam. 13:4 %7 732 PR 7). 97.5% »5n is he who applies
"his intelligence to the carc of the ill and impoverished, one who takes a
loving, understanding interest in their welfare. Of course, cven if men
should abandon him altogether, the %7 is never really entirely forsaken.
His real aid and deliverance come from the Lord, and the greater the dange
seems, the nearer is this help. It is 7yn o3, on the most disastrous day,
when the worst secms imminent, that God will come to his rescue. But
this does not mean that ‘we may therefore fold our hands in complacent
inactivity. 'No, we must hurry to the aid of the sick and the poor in order
to lessen and alleviate their pain until such time as the Lord shall have
sent His help from. above. The Lord will protect and prc:x’cn'c him who
has been brought low, and He will help him regain his happiness once more,
but, in the mecantime, He cxpects of you that you will not abandon him
to the tyranny of wicked men. Yes, the Lord will restore the sick to good
health, but if, while he is still ill, you, as a %7 %X own, will give him care
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brothers to reach the position where it will be difficult to *

re-establish them. Rather, one is to already extend assistance

& ashi notes that the Torah obligates us not to allow our
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when “his hand becomes weaker than yours.” Rav Shach explains.that
cHarity_ is best accomplished when one keeps the needs and status of the
iépé,ﬂ[@righgd at heart. We find that when Avraham served .the. angels
who came to visit him after his circumcision, the Torah (Bereishis 18:2)
specifies: And he saw three men ‘approaching him and he saw and ran
toward them. -

* The statement appears to be redundant. for it already specified in the
béginnigg_gbgt Avraham_“'saw” the angels. It seems th.'é‘lt the Torah
1;ten<—i; to teach us a moral lesson by describing Avraham's exemplary
behavior. Avraham, the epitome of charity, not only: looked to see who
was coming. He also looked to see what they needed.

"~ We find a similar moral message in an expression used. by the
Talmud (Kesubos 68a) to describe those who do not give charity: The
Talmud refers to such people as all who remove their eyes from charity
—_i.e., because they fail to look at the needs of the recipients, they end
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“The man with whom I wrought.”
It was taught in the name of R. Joshua: More than the house-
holder does for the poor man, the poor man does for the house-
holder, for so Ruth said to Naomi: “The man’s name for whom
I wrought” She did not say “who wrought for me,” but “for
whom 1 ‘yrought.” I wrought him many benefits in return for the
" one morsel of food which he gave me. (Ruth Rabba 5.9; Yalkut
Shim’oni 604)
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102 <& WITH HEARTS FULL OF FAITH

R’ Elva Lopian once spoke at length about that part of the
Selichos in which we speak to the machnisei rachamim, the
¢ Heavenly messengers “who bring in our prayers.” We ask them to
) bring our pravers to the Master of Mercy. He asked, who are these
_Heavenly messengers? And he explained that when -someone
comes to the door and asks us for a charitable contribution, he
may very well be one of these Heav enlv messengers.

In fact, the Gemara brings a number of instances where people
were saved from death in the nick of time because they performed
a mitzvak at the very moment they were meant to dic. God grant-
ed them the opportunity to perform a mitzvak at that critical
moment, and they had the good sense to take advantage of it. But
if God had not sent them this opportunity with a Heavenly mes-

senger, they would never have gained that extra bit of credit that

meant the difference between life and death.

This what we ask for when we say, “Inscribe us in the book of
merits.” Give us the opportunities to gain merjt. It is not up to us,
but to You. Give us the ability, the means and, above all, the oppor-
tunities to accumulate merit. Give us the opportunities to come to
the synagogue with health and vigor and the wisdom to stand iike
beggars at the door and offer up our “complete prayers” to You.
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‘i!iet’s take a look in the Midrash. The Midrash draws a con-
trast (Shemos Rabbah 36'3) Look says the Midrash at how the

28 e

in thc study of Torah. On the other hand, if someone is not
involved in the study of Torah, and he doesn’t know, he will
stumble And then the Midrash presents an analogy.

A person is standing in the dark. He’s in a dark place, and
he wants to move to a different spot. If he encounters a stone
on the ground, he will trip over it and fall because he has no
idea that it is there, If he encounters a sewer, he will fall right
into it because he does not see it. He will bang his face on the
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ground and bru1se hlmself Why is this person stumbling? )

/

Why is he falling? Because he had no lamp in his hand.

It is the same with a simple person who does not have a

grasp of the Torah. If he encounters a transgression, he will
stumble and fall. And he will die. Indeed, that is what the holy
spirit of c/yac})mab of w1sdom cries out (Mzsblez 5. 23), “He will
die because he has no connection with Mussar.” And although

Mussar generally means rebuke and chastisement, in this case

it means Torah. This simple person will die of a spiritual mal-
nutrition, of a lack of a certain type of knowledge

30

Then the Midrash brings a pasut from Tehillim (119:105),
“Your words are a lamp for my feet, a light for my pathway.”
David Hamelech is expressing his feelings about the Torah, and
he says to the"Almighty that the Torah illuminates the path on
which he has to travel. Shlomo Hamelech, says the Midrash,

makes a similar point (Mishlei 4:12), “If you run, you will not
stumble.” And also (Mishlei 20:27), “The soul of a person is the .
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Almighty’s lamp.” So_the Almighty said, “Let My lamp be in_
yqur hand, and let your lamp be in Mine” .

And what is the Almighty’s lamp? the Mldrash continues. It
is the Torah. The Midrash supports this with a pasuk in Mishlei
(6:23), “For the lamP is a mitzvah, and the Torah is light.” What
does it mean that the lamp is a mitzvah? Tt means that every
person who does a mitzvah, who is involved with a mitzvab, is
considered to have kindled a lamp before the Almighty. Such a
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person reinvigorates his own soul, which is called a lamp, as it 2

says, “The soul of a person is the Almighty’s lamp.”

And what is the meaning of “the Torah is light”?

The Midrash explains with a very human and practical
example. Very often, a person has the intention of doing a mirz-
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wvah. He aspires to perform a mitzvab. But when the time comes,

9 RNYY Dhyd yowip Y50 ,DMwWOl DMINA ) DPDO DMINI J 10 DDIN)

his yetzer hara, the negative f force in him, the destructive force,
whispers to him, “Why do you have to do this mitzvah? Why

TN ONYN MO AT DN By IR 7 RN RN N2 WITPN L ponn
JWRY 0D mwa anw owyl arR apionn L DIR .AY TININ O3 IR Nyowin

do you need it? It’s going to cost you money. You're going to lose
money. What's the point? Forget about it. ‘Why give the money
to strangers when you can give it to your own children?”

——
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Then the yerzer tov, the positive force in him, the creative

- force in his neshamah, says to him, “You have to do the mitzvah.

You have to work to do the mizzvah. Why? Just look at what ié ,

written in Mishlei, ‘For the lamp is a mitzvah, and the Torah
is light. A mitzvah is compared to a lamp. It's like a candle.
When a candle is burmng, you can light a million candles from
it and the candle loses nothing. It is the same with a mitzvah.

If you give for a mitzvak, if you spend money on a mitzvah, you
will lose nothing because of it. Your wealth will not be dimin-
1shed because you spent money for a mitzvah. 'Ihat is why it is

el

How is the Torah like light? asks the Midrash. What is the
meaning of the Torah? What is the purpose of all these books?
What do we want? The Torah, explains the Midrash, is a force
of l;ght Tt is a force that can illuminate the entire world, the

LTI LS NS0 S TR S e

exftire cosmos. When a person is authentically involved in the

study of the Torah and the fulfillment of its commands, the
relationship is truly one of darkness and light. Each individual
brings to the table his own particular brand of darkness, and he

eks to dispel it by learning Torah, by seeking out understand-
mg, by seeking out the Divine wisdom of the Torah. On the

other hand a person who does not seek out the Torah is bound

week and it will bcgm to rot. In the same way, remove a person
from the Torah and he will stumble.
Then the Mldrash gives an example. A person is standmg
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