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9:4-11 Prayer, Part 1: The Good Old Days (continued)
1. Ralbag to Nechemiah 9:10
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Regarding Your flow of spiritual bounty upon Israel with these plagues with which you struck Pharaoh, his slaves and
his nation, there was no corruption at all in any plague, for You knew that all of them had harmed Israel, torturing them
greatly, and they thought they would destroy the Jews with their decree that every son born should be thrown into the
river. This point removes the doubt of how Pharaoh could have been punished when Gd hardened his heart — he was
not punished for Gd’s hardening of his heart, but he deserved punishment for his harming of Israel.
And Gd wished to benefit Israel by punishing him, for they would then know that He is Gd. Therefore, Gd promised
Avraham that He would create these new wonders when they left Egypt... It was thus clarified to Avraham the fulfillment
of the destiny Gd had set, receiving the land, for which Avraham had requested a sign, “How should | know that | will
receive it.” Via these signs his descendants acquired the completion they would need in order to receive the land....

2. R’ Dov Zakheim, Nehemiah: Statesman and Sage, pg. 166

Complementing and reinforcing the message of historical continuity — and therefore of national memory — are many
other passages in the prayer that are reminiscent of phrases appearing in the Pentateuch, the Psalms, and elsewhere in
the Scripture.

3. Seder Rav Amram Gaon for Shacharit shel Shabbat
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9:12-21 Prayer, Part 2: The Midbar: Divine Benevolence, Human Sin
4. Talmud Yerushalmi, Nedarim 3:9
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In Torah, Prophets and Writings, we have found that Shabbat is equal to all of the Torah’s mitzvot. In Torah, Shemot

16:28 and 16:29. In the Prophets, Ezekiel 20:13. In the Writings, Nechemiah 9:13-14.

5. Ralbag to Nechemiah 9:14
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“And you informed them of Your sacred Shabbat” - Before this, with the Manna...

6. lbn Ezra to Nechemiah 9:14
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He mentioned Shabbat, separate from the ten declarations, for it is honoured with rest and added intellect.

7. lbn Ezra to Bereishit 2:3 cited in Avudraham, Seder Motzaei Shabbat
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The Ibn Ezra explained “extra soul” for on Shabbat the bodies are renewed with extra strength and the soul with extra
intellect. This is “And Gd blessed the seventh day.”



8. Malbim to Nechemiah 9:14
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For with Shabbat He informed them of the foundations [heights?] of faith in the creation of the world, and He informed
them that they are guided with supervision.

9. Rabbi Eitan Sandorfy, n1xnm 92 7312 naw 799w, hitp://xn-febl3a.co.il/929/860 Ezekiel 20:11-13

10. Malbim to Ezekiel 20:11-12
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“And | gave them” - | thought to mend them, whether between Man and Gd by giving them chukim, which mostly are
spiritual and tied to Gd, such that their reason is not known, or whether between one person and another, “I informed
them of My statutes,” for statutes have reason... “And | also gave them My Shabbatot” for Shabbat testifies to creation
and the specific supervision which adheres to Israel, performing wonders for them in violation of nature, as a sign
between us of the supervision and Divine presence | provide them, and for them to know that | am Gd who sanctifies
them, and so they must sanctify themselves [by refraining] from matters of the flesh, to spirituality and holiness, such that
Divinity will adhere to them.

11.Radak to Yechezkel 20:12
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9:22-31 Prayer, Part 3: Israel: Divine Benevolence, Human Sin
12.lbn Ezra to Nechemiah 9:22
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13. Ralbag to Nechemiah 9:22
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9:32-37 Prayer, Part 4: The Current Situation

14. Talmud, Yoma 6%9b
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Why were they called the "Great Assembly"2 Because they restored the crown. Moshe said, "The powerful, the great,

the strong, the awesome." Yirmiyahu said, "Foreigners are croaking in His sanctuary — where is His awe2" And so he

did not say "awesome". Daniel said, "Foreigners are enslaving His children — where is His might2" And so he did not

say "mighty". Then the Great Assembly said, "Just the opposite — this is His might, that he conquers His nature, being

patient with the wicked. This is His awe, for without awe of Him, how could one nation survive among the nationse"

15.R" Dov Zakheim, Nehemiah: Statesman and Sage, pp. 166-167

Some biblical scholars are puzzled by Ezra’s negative reference to a government known to have been a benevolent
power... In fact, however, the prayer was highly nuanced. It did not call for the overthrow of the Persian regime, and
indeed mentioned no Jewish leader by name. There is thus no focus for an alternative authority, which is often central
to a call for revolution and invariably the key to a revolt’s success... The reference to foreign domination was meant
primarily as a spur to penance rather than a call to arms.
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