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8:13-18 Succot

1. Ralbag to Nechemiah 8:17
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“They did not do, etc.” Meaning, that the hearts of all who came there were good with Gd, and to read each day from

the scroll of the Torah of Gd; it appears they did this in the days of Joshua ben Nun too, to read from the scroll of the

Torah of Gd. Or, the reference of “they did not do” thus is to make Succot with their hearts all toward Gd.

2. Talmud, Erchin 32b
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What is the basis for the view that the initial sanctification [of Israel] was temporary and not efernal2 As seen in
Nechemiah 8:17 — Could it be that David came and they didn’t make Succot, until Ezra came? Rather, it links their entry
under Ezra with their entry under Joshua. Just as in Joshua's time they counted shemitah and yove/and sanctified walled
cities, so when they arrived in Ezra’s time they counted shemitah and yove/ and sanctified walled cities... And the other
view [that says the sanctification was eternal]2 Ezra prayed for mercy regarding the inclination for idolatry and cancelled
it, and [Ezra’s] merit protected them like a succah. And this is why the text expressed disapproval of Joshua, for it is
always written Yehoshua and here it is written Yeshua — we understand that Moshe did not pray for mercy because they
lacked the merit of Israel, but Joshua had the merit of Israel, so why didn’t he pray?

3. Talmud, Yoma 69b
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'And they called out to Gd in a great voice' — What did they say2 Rav or Rabbi Yochanan said, "Woe, woe! This is the
one who destroyed the Temple, burned His sanctuary and killed all of the righteous people and exiled Israel from their
land, and still he dances among us! You only gave him to us so that we could receive reward; we do not want him, or
his reward!"... They fasted three days and nights and Gd gave it to them. Something resembling a lion of fire emerged
from the Holy of Holies, and the prophet told Israel, "This is the yetzer of idolatry," as it says, "And he said: This is the
wicked one." When they grabbed it, a hair of its beard fell out and it screamed, and its voice travelled 400 parsah.
They said, "What should we do2 Maybe, Gd-forbid, Heaven will have mercy upon him!" The prophet told them, "Put
him in a lead container and cover its mouth with lead, for lead absorbs sound." Thus it is written, "And he said: This is
the wicked one. And he cast it into the ephah and he cast a piece of lead to her mouth."
They said, "Since this is a time of mercy, let us ask for mercy regarding the yetzer for immorality." They prayed and it
was given info their hands. They said, "See that if we were to kill it, the world would be destroyed!" They imprisoned it
for three days and sought a fresh egg in Israel and couldn't find one. They said, "What shall we do? If we were to kill
it, we would destroy the world. Let us ask for mercy upon part — but the Heavens do not go partway!" They put alcohol
in his eye and let him go, and this was effective to the point that people do not feel desire for their relatives.
In Israel they explained [the words "a great voice"] thus: Rav Gidel said, "Great — They elevated Him with the great
Name." Rav Matna said, "The powerful, the great, the mighty, the awesome."



4. Malbim to Nechemiah 7:72
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And when the book of Ezra says, “And they celebrated Succot,” it means with praise and joy and offerings and the four

species, even though they did not fulfill Succah properly... And the flow of the text indicates that this view is more clearly

correct.

5. Malbim to Nechemiah 8:14
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Rama Orach Chaim 637 states that one may not place a succah in a public space. Since Jerusalem was not split among
the tribes, it had no private space, just as one may not rent out a home in Jerusalem for the residents do not own them.
Therefore, they could not make a succah there. And since in Ezra’s day they acquired Israel anew with chazakah and
sanctified it, his court enacted that they may make succot in Jerusalem and other public areas, as stated in Tosefta Bava
Kama 6 that a courtenacted condition permitted creating succot in public spaces. This means that Ezra’s court of that
time enacted it, for otherwise they could not have created succot in Jerusalem... And thus we understand Erchin 32b,
that the absence of these succot from the days of Joshua ben Nun was because Ezra sanctified the land again — how
could one produce this [sanctification] from the text that said they had not done this since the time of Joshua? It is only
because this itself was what clarified that Ezra had sanctified the land anew, and he was empowered to create conditions
as in the days of Joshua, and this is how the Talmud demonstrates that the initial sanctification was not eternal.

6. Rabbi Yehudah Halevi, Kuzari 3:54-63
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54: Khazar: | did not see only that the people of the Second Temple had already forgotten the Torah, not knowing the
mitzvah of Succah until they found it recorded... This demonstrates the loss of the Torah.
55: Habr: Then we today are wiser and more knowledgeable than they were; we know the entire Torah, as we think.
56: Khazar: That's what | mean.
57: Habr: If we were instructed to bring korbanot today, would we know how to slaughter them, on what side... And
what the kohanim were obligated to do in terms of holiness, purity, anointing....
58: Khazar: We would not know, only from a kohen or prophet.
59, 61: Habr: But you see that the people of the Second Temple built an altar... One who knows all of these details of
the Torah, could he not know how to make a succah...
62: Khazar: Then what is the meaning of “And they found recorded in the Torah.”
63: Habr: Clearly, it is because the recorder of the text was not sensitive to hidden matters, but only wrote that which
was public and revealed. He did not record any of the wisdom Joshua received from Gd and Moshe, but he recorded



the day the Jordan halted and the day the sun halted and the day of the [national] circumcision because they were
publicized to the masses...

For the intent of the text was to record only that which was known to the masses, which the entire nation carried, but the
private matters held by individuals were lost from him, other than a minority of those matters... And so he did not record
of the matters of Ezra and Nechemiah, only that which was known to the masses. And the day of making the succah
was a public day, in the nation’s agitation and ascending to the mountains for olive leaves and myrtle leaves and date
leaves and leaves of braided wood. And when it said, “And they found written,” it means the nation and masses heard
and they were agitated, wanting to make succot. But individuals never lost an easy mitzvah, certainly a great one, and
the text intended only to elevate that day...

7. Rabbi Shlomo ibn Aderet, Shu”t Rashba haChadashot miKtav Yad 367
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The simple text shows that they did not know the mitzvah of succah, and of refraining from the Amoni and Moavi. But
it is not so; rather, it is known that a nation cannot entirely follow the path of Torah, fulfilling all commands and avoiding
all that the Torah prohibits, to the point that there will be no one who leaves the bounds of the Torah. Rather, some
transgress knowingly out of compulsion from their desire, and some accidentally, not knowing or thinking - certainly,
when they were exiled and they scattered here and there in their exile, and they encountered the trouble they
encountered. And when they heard the Torah, they remembered what they remembered and repented, and one who
had transgressed knowingly set his heart to regret it. This is why the Torah commanded to gather the entire nation -
men, women, children, at the Sabbatical year...
And so when Ezra read to them from the Torah scroll they saw what was commanded, and one who had not yet heard
this contemplated it, and one who had known and transgressed knowingly, all of them were very agitated at this when
they heard the words of the Torah... And it is known that from the days of Joshua, David and Solomon the Children of
Israel did make succot, but not all of them did it as they did at this time, as | have said.

8. Talmud, Succah 12a
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Rav Chisda said: [We learn the laws of schach] from Nechemiah 8:15. Hadlas is eitz avol Rav Chisda said: Aadas

shoteh for succah, eitz avotfor lulav.

9. Talmud, Succah 36b-37a
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We have learned: “'You shall sit in succot’ — of any material, per Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehudah said: Succah is only with
the four species use in a lulav. And it's logical: Lulav does not apply at night as it does during the day, and it is only of
the four species, succah applies at night as it does during the day, isn't it logical that this should only be with the four
species? They replied: A logical inference which begins strictly but then leads to leniency is not logical! If he does not
find the four species, he will sit and do nothing, and the Torah says, ‘You shall sit in succot for seven days,” meaning of
any materiall And so regarding Ezra in Nechemiah 8:151” But Rabbi believes that this verse is regarding the walls, and
the hadas, date leaves and leaves of eitz avot are for schach.



Nechemiah 9

10. Outline

9:1-3 A National Fast Day

9:4-11 Prayer, Part 1: The Good Old Days

9:12-21 Prayer, Part 2: The Wilderness: Divine Benevolence, Human Sin
9:22-31 Prayer, Part 3: Israel: Divine Benevolence, Human Sin

9:32-37 Prayer, Part 4: The Current Situation

11. Talmud Yerushalmi, Avodah Zarah 1:1
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[Mishnah] Rabbi Yishmael said: We may not [do business with them] during the three days preceding and following
[their holidays].
[Gemara] The sages said: Rabbi Yishmaels reason is the meal of the festival. Rabbi Ba said: Since he knows you may
not engage in commerce with him, he reduces the joy of his celebration... Rabbi Yudin said: Nechemiah 9:1 supports
the sages; why did it not say “on the twenty-third”2 Because of the meal of the festival.

12. Malbim to Nechemiah 9:2
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For after they separated from them when Ezra ascended, stumbled in this again, a second time. And according to those
who explain that this story happened in Zerubavel’s ascent, the practice spread until Ezra mended it.

13.  Talmud, Taanit 12b-13a
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How do they do it Abbaye said: From morning until midday they examine communal affairs. From then on, for one-
quarter of the day they read the Torah and Haftorah, and from then on they ask for mercy, as in Nechemiah 9:3, “And
they stood at their post and they read the Torah of Hashem their Gd for one-quarter of the day, and for one-quarter they
admitted [guilt] and bowed before Hashem their Gd.” But should we reverse [and do that in the morning]2 Don't think
that — see Ezra 9:4-5.

14.  Talmud, Megilah 30b-31a
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On fasts, [they read from] the blessings and curses.

15.  Rabbi Vidal of Toulouse, Maggid Mishneh, Laws of Fasts 1:17
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And we do not practice the ritual presented by the sages, not to read [the Torah] after midday and not to read what

they read. And from the words of some of the Gaonim it appears that even they practiced as we do, and | don’t know

why the practice of the sages was changed.



