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Two Jews = 5 Opinions: Should we laugh or cry? \ Yehoshua Grunstein

A) Difference of Opinion; Good or Bad for the Jews?
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Tosefta Sanhedrin

7/1 - Once there were
so many students of
Shamai and Hillel,
that didn't listen/
service their teachers
fully, there was an
over-abundance of
disagreement within
the Jewish people.

Tractate Chagiga 3a- It is written: “The words of the wise are as goads, and as
nails well fastened are those that are composed in collections; they are given from
one shepherd” (Kohelet 12/11)... “Those that are composed in collections [ba’alei
asufot]”: These are Torah scholars who sit in many groups [asupot] and engage in
Torah study. There are often debates among these groups, as some of these Sages
render an object or person ritually impure and these render it pure; these prohibit
an action and these permit it; these deem an item invalid and these deem it valid.
Lest a person say: Now, how can | study Torah when it contains so many different
opinions? The verse states that they are all “given from one shepherd.” One God
gave them; one leader, i.e., Moshe, said them from the mouth of the Master of all
creation, Blessed be He, as it is written: “And God spoke all these words” (Exodus
20:1). The plural form “words” indicates that God transmitted all the interpretations
of the Ten Commandments. Since the Sages invariably utilize the Torah itself or
the statements of the prophets as the sources for their opinions, there is a certain
unity to the study of Torah, despite the numerous explanations and applications.
So too you, the student, make your ears like a funnel and acquire for yourself an
understanding heart to hear both the statements of those who render objects
ritually impure and the statements of those who render them pure; the statements
of those who prohibit actions and the statements of those who permit them; the
statements of those who deem items invalid and the statements of those who deem
them valid.
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Tractate Avot 4/8- Don't judge it alone, as the only one that can judge alone is THE
ONE [i.e.- G-d.]
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Magen Avraham [mtroduction to Code, OC, s3]~ Indeed, the customs that are done during
davening one should not change one's custom, as there are 12 gates in heaven
corresponding to the 12 gates of the tribes, and each tribe has their own gate and
custom.




B) Difference of Opinion- Reflection of Human Beings Learning the Torah
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Maharal Beer HaGola pp 201-_It's impossible for the Sages to have one way of thinking, and it's impossible for them not
to be divided amongt them as they are divided in their thinking. For everything can't be examined in just one
way. Even if it is impure, it is impossible for him not to have an aspect of purity, and if it is pure, it is impossible for
him not to have an examination of impurity. Human beings are divided in the thinking, and thus, it is impossible for
all human minds to be thinking alike, as is explained, and to this each and every one receives one aspect as part of
his intellect. This is what the composed in collections [ba’alei asufot], who are seated and gathered in the Torah,
understood; that although they are divided in their minds, they gather together, and when they gather,
they have all the opinions don't agree with one another. He said, "Perhaps you will say, 'How do | learn Torah from
now on?' This is what he said: 'All of them gave from one shepherd"....when G-d gave the Torah to Israel, he gave
everything In the Torah as it is. And that this law contains an aspect to allow and an aspect to forbid, to make it
kosher or to say it is not.
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R' Moshe Feinstein [1grot Moshe OC 4/89]- IS it the right thing to condemn those that rely on the Eiruv in Manhattan....|
already wrote about [the issue of Eiruv] at length [Igrot Moshe, OC, 1/139] ALL the various sides to both be lenient
as well as to be stringent, and my conclusion....| have no way to be lenient against those opinions that are stringent...
and | see no way to change my mind in this matter. But I've already said, that we have no power [i.e.- "hands"]
to condemn those that are lenient, as when they build the Eiruv=it would be permitted according to
some authorities, and they too are great Rabbis, and thus, who can condemn them, as they believe,
according to their conclusion, that they can build an Eiruv and they have a "right" to pasken.

C) Difference of Opinion= A FULL picture
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Tractate Berachot 64a- Rabbi Elazar said that Rabbi Hanina said: Torah scholars increase shalom/peace in the world,
as it is said: “And all your children [banayich] shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the shalom/peace of
your children” (Yishayahu 54/13). If all the children of Israel are taught of the Lord, there will be peace for all. The
Sages interpreted this verse homiletically: Do not read your children [banayich], but your builders [bonayikh]. Torah
scholars are those who build peace for their generation. As it is stated: “Those who love Your Torah have great
peace; there is no stumbling block for them” (Tehillim 119/165)... May the Lord give strength to His people; the Lord
will bless His people with peace” (Tehillim 29/11)
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Rav Kook (Ein Aya, end of Berchot) -Real "Shalom" is eternally impossible unless we increase it. Increasing "Shalom" is in

the following matter: that every side and every opinion will been seen/heard and analyzed, and thus each will have
its place...because only by bringing together all the pieces, facts and ideas that disagree will we see the light of
justice and truth....and thus is the way "Talmudic Scholars increase Shalom in the world" ...as the more they have
disagreements they increase Shalom...and they will all see the differences in their ways and their points of view, and
thus they will see that all are "all your children [banayich] shall be taught of the Lord" and in each they will see yet
another side of G-d's wisdom and light revealed through that sage.

D) Difference of opinion= A means to get to the TRUTH
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Code [vD 2422-3- One who disagrees with his Rebbe [i.e.-primary Torah Teacher,] is tantamount to disagreeing with
G-d, and one who starts an argument with his Rebbe is like starting an argument with G-d...Rama’s Glosses- But it's
permissible to disagree with him on his Psak-Halacha/Halachik conclusion if he [i.e.- the student] has clear proofs
and source that he is right.
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Tractate Sanhedrin 36a- The mishna teaches that in cases of capital law, the judges offering their opinions START from
the side benches, where the youngest/less-significant judges sit. From where are these matters derived? Rav Acha bar
Pappa says: The verse states: “Neither shall you answer in a cause [al riv]" and the Sages interpret: you shall NOT offer
an opinion after the Master [al rav], i.e., do not dispute the opinion of the greatest among the judges.
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Rashi [ibid]- From here we deduce: DON'T disagree with the GREATEST SCHOLAR of the Beit Din. Therefore, we
don't start with him, as if we did, and he would say that the accused is liable, no judge would acquit
him. Thus, we start from the side
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R' Moshe Feinstein [1grot Moshe OC 4/109]- 5th of Adar 1952. My dear friend, the Rabbi and Gaon, R' Menashe Klein, may
he live for many good years, hello and blessings....The fact that you APOLOGIZE in that you disagree with me in a
Halachik matter- is futile [i.e.- there's no need for it! As this is the way of Torah in order to work out the truth,
and G-D FORBID shall you be silent when you feel someone is wrong, whether he is stringent or lenient.
In addition, from the perspective of “Neither shall you answer in a cause [al riv]"- see Tractate Sanhedrin 36 and
the interpreters there...as [when seeing that source] ALL THE MORE SO- you must not be silent, but rather this is
what the verse instructs: you should form the debate in a way that you won't need to disagree with the higher
authority, in other words they would speak FIRST. And this is not because of their "honor" [i.e.- it's disrespectful

to disagree with a higher authority] but rather we are concerned that the student won't want to disagree
with his teacher [even though he feels differently]...and thus, even if you see me as a great Rabbi= you can
disagree, and thus you MUST disagree and state your opinion, and there is no need to apologize.
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R' Menashe Klein [Mishne Halachot 8/92]- ...and so, since | published the booklet Om Ani Choma/"l am a Wall....and after
consulting many Rabbis...we gave our stamp of approval to the Eiruv...But now, the Agudas HaRabbanim came out
with a proclamation...that you shouldn't build an Eiruv in Brooklyn, as it's a biblical public-domain, "and whomever
relies on the Eiruv [in Brooklyn] is a Sabbath-violator" and those that set up the Eiruv are directly causing Jews
to violate Shabbat....Indeed, regarding disagreeing with a Rabbi in Halachik matters, our great teacher already states
29 years ago, that not only can you, but you must if you believe the Rabbi is wrong...and thus, | am bewildered
by these students, that don't even yet have Smeicha/ordination, that don't know of this ruling of our Master ...
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Ibid [s/1371-Many use the verse "Neither shall you answer in a cause [al riv]" as their source ...and deduced from it that
it's forbidden to disagree with a GADOL...and therefore, they believe they can publically embarrass the Talmudic-
Scholar that disagrees....But it's simple, that whoever says so is distorting the Torah, as it's a clear law that

it's permitted to disagree with a Rabbi or Gadol, and if we are speaking of a [potential] prohibition= it's an
OBLIGATION and a Mitzvah to disagree and discern the truth....But | will try to justify them; as they are not learned,
they make this huge mistake...As see for yourself: the main prohibition of the Torah in the verse "Neither shall you
answer in a cause [al riv]" was so that someone young will not be scared to voice his opinion...And therefore, all

the more so; those that don't allow a Talmudic-Scholar to voice his opinion, and threaten hum with nonsense, is a
huge disgrace & sin, they are embarrassing the Torah and those that learn it, distorting the Torah's words, and going
against the will of G-d that wanted EVERY Talmudic-Scholar to voice THEIR opinion, as was put in their heads by
heaven, so that the TURTH EMERGES, and this is the true will of G-d.

E) Disagreeing= Respect of the OTHER opinion
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R' Moshe Feinstein [ierot Moshe YD 3,8s1- In this matter, that you are fearful to live in Bnei Berak, as you know that,
as you learn Torah, there will be times that you say something against the opinion of the Chazon-Ish, may
this Tzadik rest in peace; I don't understand the problem, and all the more so= THIS IS HONORING HIM,

as you mention his opinion when learning Torah, look into them deeply, and even though your conclusion
is different then his. And the Chazon-Ish himself never thought that everyone would agree with him, as

all the more- "The truth and the peace will fall in love” as it says in Tractate Yevamot 14b regarding the
difference of opinion between Beit-Shamai and Beit-Hillel...and therefore there is no issue to disagree and
question the greatest of Rabbi, but with proper respect.




F) Sefira days will yet be happy....
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Tractate Yevamot 62b -They said: 12,000
pairs of students [i.e.- 24000] R’ Akiva
had, ...and all of them died at the same
time because they did not treat each
other with respect....A Tanna taught:
All of them died between Pesach to
Shavuot.
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Code [oc 4931~ It’s customary not to get
married between Pesach and Shavuout
till Lag Baomer, as during that time
the students of R’ Akivah died...and
it’s customary not to get a haircut till
Lag Baomer, as then it’s said that they
stopped dying.
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Natziv [Introduction to the book of
Beresheit]-they were [during the 2nd
temple period] righteous, pious and
learned, but were not honest in their
conduct with other, and thus, because
of their baseless hatred in their hearts,
they would suspect everyone that didn’t
act as they did in matters of Halacha,
saying he was an Tzeduki or Apostate...
till the Temple was destroyed...as G-d
1s honest/straight, and CAN'T STAND
SUCH Tzadikim.
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Vayikra 23/15-16, and 21- And you shall count for yourselves,
from the morrow of PESACH, from the day you bring the
omer sacrifice as a wave offering, seven weeks; they shall be
complete. You shall count until the day after the seventh week,
[namely,] the fiftieth day, [on which] you shall bring a new meal
offering to the Lord....And you shall designate on this very day
[i.e.- SHAVUOUT] a holy occasion it shall be for you; you shall
not perform any Melechet Avoda [i.e.- the forbidden acts of a
weekday biblical Holiday.] [This is] an eternal statute in all your
dwelling places throughout your generations.
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Ramban fibid, 36)...and [G-d] commanded us in the Holiday of
Matzot [i.e.-Pesach] for seven day in holiness...and count from
it 49 days, 7 weeks as the days of the universe [i.e.- the 7 days
of creation,] and sanctify the 8th day just like we sanctify the
8th day of THE HOLIDAY S/Sukkot [ie.- the first day after the
49 days or 7 weeks, namley the 50th day, which the Ramban
refers to as the “eighth” day as it begins the 8th week,] and the
days in between are like Chol Hamoed, like between the first
and eighth day of the Holiday [of Sukkot,] which is the day the
Torah was given
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Midrash [Bamidbar Raba, Parshat Bamidbar, Parsha 2]~ ”]The children of Israel shall
encamp[ each man by his division with the flag staffs of their
fathers’” house” [Bamidbar 2/2 decribing the ecampment of the
Jewish people around the Tabranacle in the desert]- Holy and
great were Israel by their flags, and all the [other] nations would
gaze and them, bewildered, and say; “Who is this who looks forth
etc’.” Said the [other] nations; ”"Return, return”.... return, return,
and let us gaze upon you!” The Jews [then] say; “What will you
see for the Shulammite”/What great compliment are you giving
us? Perhaps like ”in the dance of the two camps?” ”Perhaps you
can do like the great things G-d has done for us in the desert;
the flag of Yehuda, the flag of Reuven, the flag of Dan, the flag
of Efraim. Can you do this?



