Ezra/Nechemiah 47: Nechemiah 8 — A Public Torah Reading _%) S
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8:1-8 The Public Torah Reading (continued) l
1. The scroll of the Torah of Moshe  Devarim 31:24-26

2. Rabbi Meshulam Roth, Kol Mevaser Il 28:23
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One could bring some support to suggest that one could remove it from the Holy of Holies for reading, from Nechemiah
8... It appears that the text is beyond explanation when it says the nation gathered and they told Ezra to bring the Torah
of Moshe, and Ezra the Kohen brought the Torah before the nation. Was Ezra the shamash or chazan haknesset, Gd
forbid, such that the nation used him to bring them a Torah? And what is the text trying to teach us2 Therefore, one
could say that he needed to bring the scroll from the Holy of Holies, as per Rashi, and therefore it said “to Ezra the
kohen” specifically, for he was kohen gadol (as seen in Rambam’s introduction and the midrash to Shir haShirim). He
could enter the Holy of Holies and bring the Torah scroll of Moshe...

3. Hakhel Devarim 31:10-13

4. Malbim to Nechemiah 8:2
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“The Torah,” not “the scroll of the Torah”, and then “And they read from it,” meaning the scroll, to include that he also
explained to them the Torah that had been transmitted verbally, which was not written in a scroll.
“Who understood to hear” — These are the Sages, before whom the verbal Torah and its secrets were read.

5. Talmud, Megilah 23a
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Yaakov the Min said to Rav Yehudah: What is the reason for having six readings on Yom Kippur2 He replied: The six

who stood on Ezra’s right and the six who stood on his left, as in Nechemiah 8:4. But there were seven [on the leff]!

Zecharyah and Meshulam were the same person; he was called “Meshulam” because his deeds were complete.

6. Masechet Sofrim 14:7-8
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And after that he elevates the Torah and says, “Our Gd is One”...
Immediately, he rolls the Torah to three columns, and picks it up and shows its text to the nation who stand to his right
and left, and he turns it before him and behind him, for there is a mitzvah for all of the men and women to see the text,
bow, and say, “And this is the Torah which Moshe placed before the children of Israel”...

7. Rabbi Yosef Karo, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 134:2
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He displays the text of the Torah to the nation who stand to his right and left, and he turns it before him and behind him,
for there is a mitzvah for all of the men and women to see the text and bow and say, “And this”...

8. Talmud, Sotah 3%9a
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Once the Torah is opened, speech is prohibited — even in words of Jewish law — as it says, “The entire nation amdu,”
and ‘amidal is silence, as in Job 32:16...



9. Rabbi Natan ben Yehudah, Sefer haMachkim
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The women’s practice to stand during the Torah reading is an error, and the manner of heresy, for it says in Ezra, “And

when he opened it, they were omeid,” and they do not believe our Sages’ explanation that omdu means they enacted

that one may not speak during the Torah reading. It's like in Job, “They were omeid and they did not respond further.”

10. Rabbi Yair Manas, Standling for the Torah Readling, Toronto Torah 3:24 (Ki Tisa 5772)

The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (23:6) writes that one need not stand for keriat haTorah, but those who are meticulous in
their observance of mitzvot stand, and this is appropriate to do. The Mishnah Berurah (146:17) writes that one need
not stand for keriat haTorah.

The Mishnah Berurah (146:19) and Rav Soloveitchik (Nefesh HaRav pg. 136) explain that the basis for standing during
keriat halorah is that we are recreating the experience at Har Sinai, where we received the Torah while standing.
(Shemot 19:17) This is important for those who sit, too; listening to keriat HaTorah should engender the same feeling of
excitement as the day that the Torah was given on Har Sinai.

11.Talmud Yerushalmi, Megilah 3:7
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Some teach, “Open and see, roll it and bless,” and some teach, “Open and see and bless.” Rabbi Zeira cited Abba

bar Yirmiyah, Rav Matnah cited Shemuel, saying the law follows the view that he opens, sees and blesses. Why2 “And

when he opened it, the entire nation stood [halted]” and then it says, “And Ezra blessed HaShem, the great Gd.”

12.Talmud, Yoma 69b
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What is “great” Rav Yosef cited Rav: He elevated Gd with the explicit Name.

13. Talmud, Megilah 3a
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“And they read from the scroll of the Torah of Gd” is the text, “Explicit” is the [Aramaic] translation, “And set their
intellect” are the verses, “And they understood the text” is the cantillations, and some say the masoret:



