Shoftim 64: 20:24-48 Winning the Battle
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - forczyner@torontotorah.com \
Why did Yisrael lose to Binyamin?
1. Talmud, Sanhedrin 103b
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The ministering malachim wanted to reject [Michah]; Gd said to them, “Leave him be, for his bread is available for
passersby.” And for this the people of Pilegesh b’Givah were punished; Gd said to them, “You didn’t protest for My
honour, and you protest for the honour of flesh and blood!”
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2. Responsa of Rabbi Avraham son of the Rambam, #31
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Saying “Ascend upon him” did not include that they would defeat them. And the tradition is that after they fought Dan

and erased the memory of the idol of Michah, and they fasted and cried and repented, victory was promised for them...

3. Talmud, Yoma 73b (immediately after the passage cited last week regarding inquiring via the kohen)
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And if you will ask: In Givah of Binyamin, why did the words not come true2 They did not check whether they would
defeat or be defeated. In the end they did check, and the words came true, as in [Shoftim 20:28].

4. Ramban to Bereishit 19:8
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The two groups deserved punishment, for Binyamin was wicked in that they did not care to punish the wicked or to
rebuke them at all, and Israel made war illegally and did not ask of Gd... And Gd acted with both with keri, leaving
them to happenstance. And Binyamin were warriors, their cities well-defended, and they destroyed Israel who relied
upon their arm of flesh...

20:26-28 Another consultation with Gd

5. Ramban to Bereishit 19:8
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And they brought burnt offerings to atone for their thoughts, trusting their arm, and they brought shelamim, shelamim of

thanks, for they viewed themselves as though all of them had escaped the sword of Binyamin, and all who escape must
bring a thanks-offering...

6. Abarbanel to Shoftim 20:26
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And they were shelamim to make shalom between themselves and their Father in Heaven, not as a thanks-offering as

Ramban contended, for they received more harm than should have happened to them.

7. Radak to Shoftim 20:28
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And it said, “And Pinchas ben Elazar ben Aharon” was the kohen because people would not believe that this was the
same Pinchas, for the period from his years until this time would have been more than 300 years. Therefore it stated his
lineage to Aharon. And he lived a long time because Gd promised him this for his outrage at Shittim, saying, “Behold,




| give him My covenant of peace” and “My covenant was with him, life and peace,” which is about Pinchas. And some
of our Sages say Pinchas is Eliyahu, but some of them say Eliyahu was from Binyamin, and they have basis for this in
Divrei haYamim.

8. Abarbanel to Shoftim 20:28
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“And Pinchas son of Elazar son of Aharon stood before [the Aron] in those days,” meaning he stood before the Aron

during the inquiry at that time, when Israel made its third inquiry. But the kohen via whom they had asked on the first

two occasions did not experience Divine inspiration and did not combine the letters properly, and he erred in the

answers.

20:29-48 Binyamin is routed
9. Three groups of soldiers from the 11 tribes

Group A The ambush behind the city of Givah (10,000 fighters)

Group B The group that attacks Givah at the outset, and is driven back
Group C The rest of the fighters
10. Outline

o 20:29 Ambush set by Group A

e 20:30-32 Binyamin falls into Group B's trap, pursuing them

e 20:33-35 Binyamin's force is cut off from Givah; Group C rallies, Group A attacks Givah; 25,100 dead
e 20:3640 Group A destroys Givah, signals Groups B and C

o 20:41-43 The war is concluded

o 20:44-48 The death toll

11. Malbim to Shoftim 20:36
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Immediately, at the start, when the ambush came out, Binyamin saw that they were struck, and they intended to return
to the city.

12.Radak to Shoftim 20:36
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“A place for Binyamin” to pursue them, for they were near Givah, [and Binyamin could] pursue them. They fled before

[Binyamin] intentionally, so that they would be cut off from the city. They trusted the ambush to enter the city then.

13. Rashi to Shoftim 20:48
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One should be surprised regarding the thousand; where were they2... And the thousand fled to the cities, and they fell
on the next day when Bnei Yisrael returned to the cities of Binyamin...

14.Radak to Shoftim 20:15
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And one could explain that this thousand fell in the first battles when Israel was struck, for it is not possible that no one

from Binyamin died in those battles, and the text only enumerated those who died when Binyamin was struck before

Israel [in the third battle]. And in a midrash it says that those thousand went to Rome, and settled there.



