Sefer Shemot: Before Hashem...Always...For Your Generations

Parashat Tetzaveh 5778
R' Yisroel Meir Rosenzweig

Ramban - Ma’amad Har Sinai (19-24) — Command to build Mishkan (2531 — Chet HaEgel (32-34) — Construction of the Mishkan (35-40)

Rashi - Ma’amad Har Sinai (19-24) — Chet HaEgel (32:34) — Command to build Mishkan (25-31) — Construction of the Mishkan (35-40)

1. Rashi [1040 - 1105, France] Shemot 31:18
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In the Torah, chronological order is not followed. The episode of the golden calf took place long before the command to construct the
Mishkan. For on the seventeenth of Tammuz the tablets were broken, and on Yom Kippur the Holy One, blessed is He, reconciled with Israel.
The next day [i.e., on the eleventh of Tishrei], they began the donation for the Mishkan, and it [the Mishkan] was erected on the first of Nissan.

2. Ramban [1194 - 1270, Spain, Israel], Shemot 25:2 [Sefaria Community Translation]
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When God spoke the Ten Commandemnts to Israel face to face, and He commanded them through Moshe a few of the commandments, which
are like the principles of the Torah's commandments ... And behold, they are holy and it is fitting that there should be a temple among them
for His presence to dwell among them. And hence He first commanded about the matter of the tabernacle that He should have a house among
them that would be dedicated to His name - and there would He speak with Moshe and [continue to] command the Children of Israel.
And behold the main object in the tabernacle is the place that the Divine presence would rest, which is the ark, as He said (Exodus 25:22),
"And I will meet with you there and I will speak with you from above the ark-cover." Therefore, He had the ark and the ark-cover precede
here, as it has precedence in [its] level. And He placed next to the ark, the table and candelabra (menorah), since they are also vessels like it.
And [then] they were instructed about the matter of the [actual] tabernacle, for which it was made. But in Parshat Vayakhel, Moshe had the
tabernacle and the tent and the cover precede (Exodus 35:11) - and so did Betsalel (Exodus 36:8) - as it was appropriate to have it precede in
the [actual] act.
And the secret of the tabernacle is that the glory of God that dwelt on Mount Sinai, [also] hiddenly dwells upon it. And it is like it is written
there (Exodus 24:16), "And the glory of the Lord dwells upon Mount Sinai," and it is written (Deuteronomy 5:21), "Behold, the Lord, our God,
has shown us His glory and His greatness." And so [too] was it written about the tabernacle, "and the glory of the Lord, filled the tabernacle"

(Exodus 40: 34)." And with the tabernacle, it twice mentioned, "and the glory of the Lord, filled the tabernacle" - corresponding to "His glory
and His greatness." And the glory that was shown to them on Mount Sinai was always with Israel in the tabernacle.

3. Gem. Menachot 29a
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It was taught in a Beraita - R” Yossi, son of R Yehudah says: An ark of fire, a table of fire, and a menorah of fire descended from the heavens.
Moshe saw and made [actual ones] in their likeliness, as it states, “Note well, and follow the patterns for them that are being shown you on
the mountain” (Shemot 25:40). Rather now [that this has been taught, verse 26:30 should also state:] “Then set up the Tabernacle according to
the manner of it that you were shown on the mountain!”Here it writes, “according to its manner” and there it writes, “following their
patterns.” [There is a difference between the vessels and the overall courtyard].

4. Ramban [1194 - 1270, Spain, Israel], Devarim 4:9 [See also '2 %% - 1X?7 nnow 0”2n7% nMgnia 1907 17an70 nawi]
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“But take utmost care and watch yourselves scrupulously, so that you do not forget the things that you saw with your own eyes and so that
they do not fade from your mind as long as you live. And make them known to your children and to your children’s children:” ..In my
opinion, this verse is teaching a negative commandment...to never forget Ma’amad Har Sinai, all the things that your eyes saw there, “the
thunder and lightning,” “His glory and His greatness,” and His words that you heard from out of the midst of the fire...Before recounting the
Ten Commandments, He warns through a negative command to never forget anything from that event and that we should never remove it
from our hearts.

5. Ramban [1194 - 1270, Spain, Israel], Introduction to Sefer Shemot
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6. R' Nachum Eliezer Rabinovitch [1928 -, Canada, US, UK, Israel], Yad Peshutah, Hakdamah U’Minyan HaMitzvot 10 "2V
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